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JOINT RESOLUTION 



Whereas, The existing constitution of the State of iSlichi- 
gan is defective in many respects, and needs to he amended to 
conform to the growth and development of the State, and the 
advanced ideas of the people, as well as in many other respects ; 
therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repvesanlaiives of the 
State of Michigan, That the Governor he and he is hereby 
authorized and empowered to nominate and appoint eighteen 
able and discreet citizens, who shall ho authorized to examine 
into and report to the next session, either special or general, of 
the Legislature of tliis State, such amendments and revision of 
the constitution as in their judgment may he necessary for the 
best interests of the State and the people. Said commission 
shall assemble in the supreme court rooms, or some other 
suitable place, in the city of Lansing, at such time as the Gov- 
ernor shall direct, and may remain in session such time as may 
be necessary to perfect their labors, not exceeding one hun- 
dred days in all, and shall be entitled to receive therefor the 
sum of five dollars per diem for each day actually employed. 
They shall take the constitutional oath of office to he admin- 
istered by one of the Judges of the Supreme Court or the 
Secretary of State; and may elect one of their number chair- 
man. They may appoint a clerk at a compensation not 
exceeding three dollars per day, and such messengers and 
\ they deem necessary, at a compensation not 
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exceeiliiig two dollars per day, and the State ehall pay all 
espenses of such commission, as near as may be, in the same 
manner as the expenses of the Legislature are paid. No more 
thaa two of such commissioners shall reside in any one con- 
gressional district as now organized, and in case of death or 
resignation of any commissioner, the Governor shall appoint 
another to fill the Tacancy. Such commissioners shall have 
all the immunities and powers granted to members of the 
Legislature or the House of Representatives for the purposes 
necessary to discharge the duty imposed npon them. No 
proposition or amendment shall be adopted by them or reported 
by them that is not indorsed and recommended by two-thirds 
of the whole number of persons upon such commiasion. 
They shall cause their work to be laid before the Governor on 
or before the first day of December, eighteen hnndred and 
seventy-three, and the Governor shall cause the same to he 
printed for the use of the Legislature, on or before the first 
day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-four. The 
Legislature at its next general or special session may cause 
such revision, or so much thereof as they may approve, to be 
submitted to the people for ratification. 
Approved April 34, 18'(3. 
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Lansing, August 2^1, 1873. 

The Commissiou appointed by the Governor, pursuant to 
joint resolution No. 19, session laws of 1873, met at the Senate 
chamber, at the Capitol, Lansing, on Wednosdaj, August 
37th, at noon. 

Hon. Daniel Striker called the Commission to order. 

Eoll called : The following members present : 

First District — Ashley Pond of Wayne, and Elijah W. 
Meddaugh of "Wayne. 

Second District — Edwin Willits of Monroe, and Sullivan 
M. Outcheon of Washtenaw. 

Third District — Charles Upson of Branch. 

Fourth District — Hezekiah Gr. Wells of Kalamazoo, and 
Henry H. Kiley of St. Joseph. 

Fifth District . 

Sixth District — Ira D. Crouse of Livingston. 

Seventh District — John Divine of Sanilac. 

Eighth District — Herschel H. Hatch of Bay, and David H. 
Jerome of Saginaw. 

Ninth District — Seth C. Mofiatt of Leelanaw. 

The members present then came forward and took and suh- 
Ecrihed the constitutional oath of oSioe, and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. tTpson, 

Hon. H. G. Wells of Kalamazoo was chosen Chairman pro tern. 

On motion of Mr. Cuteheon, 
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Mr. Samuel V. Cook of Washtenaw was chosen Seeretarj 
pro tern. 

ADDRESS OF THE CHAIRMAIT, PRO TBM. 

Tlie chairman pro tern., on taking the chair, addressed the 
Commission as follows : 

Gentlemen op the Commission: — I thank you for this 
favor in honoring me with the position of temporary chair- 
man of a body of citizens of Michigan who are commissioned 
by his Excellency, Governor Bagley, to report amendments for 
the revision of the Constitution of the State. We are called 
here from among the people, not as the representatives of a 
party, not as political partisans ; but it is expected of this assem- 
bled Commission that it shall honestly and fairly submit such 
change in the constitutional law of Michigan as the interests 
of a great and growing people demand — a, people who hold 
rank in material wealth second to no other State in the "Union. 

We have, in our large extent of territory, in its estremefl, 
north and south, in what has already been developed, and 
what may reasonably be expected to be developed in the 
future, a mining interest second to none on earth ; an agricul- 
tural and fruit interest which is attracting the attention of 
the eastern world ; a lumber, salt, and fishing interest which, 
now in its infancy, is measured by the capital of many mil- 
lions of dollars ; a home carrying trade, over our lines of rail- 
road, and a shipping interest connected with the lakes which 
has increased in value, within a very few years, almost beyond 
calcnlation every acre of land within the limits of Michigan : 
all these interests are to be advanced by wise constitutional 
enactment. 

The powers of your Executive, your Judiciary, and your 
Legislative departments are connected with all these varied 
interests, and therefore the weighty responsibility resting on 
those who propose and submit provisions of Constitutional 
Law. 

While we are dealing with the material interests of our 
people, we will not, of course, foi^et that the great, the 
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crowning excellence of our oivn State of Michigan, is its 
educational system ; its beams of light are flashing, not only 
oTcr our own pleasant peninsula, but they are streaming out 
far heyond its boundaries, and the people of other States and 
countriea accord to us the full measure of wisdom in taxing 
onr property to give to their children an intelligence that will 
enable them to legislate and provide for the future. Let our 
system of education be fostered and encouraged by the proper 
action of this Commission. 

Thanking you again ,for the. honor conferred npon me, let 
us now attend to the business before us. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

The Commission took a recess until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

AFTBRNOOir SESSION. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Commission met pursuant to adjournment, and was 
called to order by the Chairman pro tern. 

Boll called ; quorum present. 

The following additional members, being present, took and 
subscribed the oath of ofGce and took their seats : 

Third District — Isaac M. Crane of Eaton. 

Fifth District — Solomon L. Withey of Kent, Lyman G-. 
Maaon of Muskegon. 

COMMUHICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OP STATE. 

The Chairman pro tern, announced the following communi- 
cation: 

State Department, MiCHiaAS", J 
Sbcretart's Office, [■ 
Lansing, August S7th, 1S7S. ) 
To the Chairman of Ow Oimmiswon for the Bevition of the ComtHution : 
Sir : — By direction of the Governor, I herewith transmit 
eighteen copies of volume one of the laws of 1873 for the use 
of the Commission. 

Very Respectfully, 

DANIEL STEIKER, 

Secretary of Slate. 
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ELICTIOH OF CHAIRMAN. 

On motion of Mr. Meddaugh, 

The Commission proceeded to ballot for a presiding ofBcer. 

The Chairman ^ro /em. appointed aa tellers to canvass the 
ballot, Messrs. Moffet and Eiley. 

The ballot having been canvassed the tellers announced 
that there had been 13 Totes cast, of which Mr.S.M.Cuteheon 
had received seven ; Mr. S. L, Withey, three ; scattering three. 

On motion of Mr.Withey, 

The election of Mr. S. M. Cutchoon as permanent chairman, 
was made unanimous. 

THE CHAlKMAS'a ADUKESS. 

The Chairman, on taking the chair, said : 

Gentlemen of the Comiiission, — I am strongly sensible 
to the great honor yoix have conferred upon me, in choosing 
me to preside over your deliberations. I have only to pledge 
you I will endeavor to discharge the duties of the position to 
the best of my ability. 

ELECTION OP CLEBK. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

The members of the Commission proceeded to ballot for 
the office of clerk. 

Tellers reported the following vote : 

Por Henry S. Clubb 13 

For Samuel F. Cook- 1 

Mr- Henry S. Clubb subscribed and took the oath of ofBce 
and took his seat as Clerk of the Commission. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

The Chairman was authorized to appoint two messengers. 

On motion of Mr. Moflatt, 

The Clerk was authorized to appoint a messenger. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Chairman was authorized to appoint a committee on 
rules. 
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The Chair announced as committee on rules, Messrs. 
Withey, Riley, and Willits. 

Mr. Hatch moved that the Commission proceed to appoint a 
Stenograplier. 

The motion did not prevail. 

On motion of Mr, MofFatt, 

The Chairman was authorized to appoint a door-keeper. 

On motion of Mr. "Withey, 

The Commission adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 



SECOND DAY. 

Lansing, Thursday, August 38, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at o'clock. 
Rev. Mr. Kobinson opened the session with prayer. 
Roll called : quorum present. 

The following additional members being present, subscribed, 
took the oath of office, and took their seats : 
Sixth District — Lysauder Woodard, Oakland, 
Ninth District — James E, Devereaux, Houghton. 

REPORT OS THB COMMITTEE ON" RULES. 

Mr. Withey, fi-om the committee on rules, made the following 
report : 

To the Constitutional Commission: Your committee to 
whom was referred the subject of rules for the government of 
the Oonatifcutional Commission of 1873, respectfully report 
that they have had the subject under consideration, and recom- 
mend the adoption cf the following 

RULES. 

1. The Chairman shall call the Commission to order at the 
time to which it stands adjourned, and thereupon the roll of 
members shall be called by the Clerk. 
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3. Upon the appearance of a quorum, the journal of the 
preceding day shall be read by the Clerk, unless otherwise 
ordered, and any mistate therein corrected. 

3. After the reading of the journal of the preceding day, 
the order of business shall be as follows : 

I. Presentation of Petitions. 
II. Reports of Standing Committees. 

III. Reports of Select Committees. 

IV. Motions and Keeolutions. 
V. Third Heading of Articles. 

VI. Unfinished Business. 
VIL Special Orders of the Day. 
Vni. General Orders of the Day. 

4. The Chairman shall preserve order and decorum, and 
shall decide questions of order, subject to an appeal of the 
Commission. 

5. The Chairman shall vote upon all questions taken by 
yeas and nays, except on appeals from his own decisions, in 
which case he shall not vote. 

6. The Chairman may leave the chair and appoint a mem- 
ber to preside, but not for a longer time than one day, except 
by leave of the Commission. 

7. When two or more members rise at once, the Chairman 
shall designate the member who is first to speak. 

8. All resolutions and motions shall be in writing, when 
required by the Chairman, and be endorsed by the member 
introducing the same. 

9. When a question shall be uuder debate, no motion shall 
be received but the following, to wit i 

I. To adjourn ; 
II. To lay on the table ; 

III. For the previous question ; 

IV. To postpone to a day certain ; 

V. To commit ; 
VI. To amend ; 

VII. To postpone indefinitely ; 
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Which several motions shall have precedence, in the order 
in which they stand arranged. 

10. A motion to adjourn shall alwaja be in order ; that and 
the motion to lay on the table ehall always be decided with- 
out debate. 

11. Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the 
Commission, shall be presented by the Chairman or a member 
in his place, with a brief statement of the contents, and the 
name of the member presenting the same endorsed thereon. 

12. When the Commission shall have reached the general 
orders of the day, they shall go into committee of the whole 
npon such orders, or a particular order designated by a vote 
of the Commission. 

13. The rules of the Commission shall be observed in com- 
mittee of the whole so far as they may be applicable, except 
that the yeas and najs shail not be called nor the previons 
question enforced. 

14. A journal of the proceedings in committee of the whole 
shall be liept, as in Commission. 

15. In filling up blanks the largest aum and the longest 
time shall be first put. 

16. All orders, resolutions, or motions shall be entered on 
the journal of the Commission, with the name of the member 
moving the same. 

17. No rule of the Commission shall be suspended, altered, 
or amended, without the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members present. 

18. Upon the call of tiie Commission, the names of the 
members shall be called by the Clerk, and the absentees noted ; 
hut no excuse shall be made until the Commission shall be 
fully called over ; then the absentees shall be called over the 
second time, and, if still absent, excuses are to be he^-d ; and 
if no excuse be made, the absentees may, by order of those 
present, if there be five members present, be taken into cas- 
tody by the door-keeper. 
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19. The rules of parliamentary practice aa comprised in 
"Jefferson's Manual " shall govern the Commission in all cases 
to which they are applicable, and in which they are notiacon- 
dstenfc with the standing rules and orders of this Commission. 

20. The yeas and nays may be called for by any member, 
31, A majority of the members shall constitnte a quorum. 
33. Every article shall receive three several readings pre- 
vious to its being passed, and the second and third readings 
shall be on different days. 

33. Every article when read a third time and passed, shall 
be referred, for arrangement only, to the committee on 
arrangement and phraseology. 

34. No proposition or amendment shall be finally adopted 
without a vote of two-thirds of the members of the Commis- 
SLon, on which the yeas and nays shall be recorded. 

35. There shall be six standing committees, composed of 
three members each, to whom shall be referred the various 
articles of the Constitution; to 

Commiltee No. J — Legislative ; Boundaries ; Seat of Gov- 
«rnment ; and Division of Powers of Government. 

Committee No. 2 — Judicial; Militia; and Miscellaneous. 

Committee No. 3 — Finance and Taxation ; Salaries ; and 
Exemptions. 

Committee No. 4 — Corporations ; Eailroads ; and Elections. 

Committee No. 5 — Executive ; State Officers ; Counties and 
Townships ; Impeachments and Eemovala from Office. 

Committee No. 6 — Education; Amendments and Revis- 
ions; and Schedule; to which committee is added Arrange- 
ment and Phraseology and Supplies. 

Your committee recommend that the Constitution of the 
State be first referred to the committee of the whole and taken 
up seetioc by section, as preparatory work. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

S. L. "VVITHET, 
H. H. RILEY, 
EDWIN WXLLITS, 
Committee on Rules. 

Lansiso, Aug. 38, 1S7S. 
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On motion of Mr. Pond, 
The report was adopted. 

AS8ISTAHT CLURK AND CHAIEMAir'a MESSENGER. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Clerk waa authorized to employ an assistant, and the 
Chairman a Messenger. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

The Chairman announced the following appointments: 

Door-keeper and Janiior — William D. Bnrnham. 

Cliairman's Messenger — David S. Barry. 

Messengers — Frank Eice, George P. Brown. 

The Clerk appointed : 

Clerk's Messenger — I'rank H, Jenison, 

STATIONERY. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Commission is hereby 
authorized and instructed to furnish the Commission with 
stationery for immediate use. 

PRINTING THE DAILY JOURN^IL. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

Resolved, That the State Printer be directed to print 800 
copies of the Daily Journal of proceedings of this Commission, 
and to supply five copies to each member and the clerk thereof ; 
a\ao, to send by ma\\, or ot\\w^\Sfi, one copy to e-jery Senator 
and Representative in tlie Legislature, every State Offleer and 
member of a State Board, every Senator and Representative i^ 
Congress, every Jndge of the Supreme, Circuit, and Probate 
Courts, every County Clerk, every charitable institution, Col- 
lege, University, and incorporated Seminary of learning, and 
every newspaper in the State of Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. Pond, 

Resolved, That the committee on supplies be instructed to 
procure 100 copies of the present Constitution to be printed. 
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for the use of the Commiasion, ia the form iisually adopted in 
the printing of bills for the Legislature. 

Ou motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, and proceeded, Mr. Withey in the chair, to consider 
the present State Constitation. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The Constitution of 1850 was considered section by section, 
to the end of Article IV. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

The committee rose. 

IN COMMISSION. 

The Chairman took the chair, and 

Mr. "Withey reported that the committee of the whole had 
had under consideration the first four articles of the Con- 
stitution, had made some progi-ess therein, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

The report was adopted. 

A LECTURE ON NATURAL HISTOEY. 

The Chairman announced the following communication : 
LANStNG, Aug. S8, 1873. 
JPreiident of the Vonatitutionai Gonverdiori : 

I would respectfully request the use of the Senate Chamber 
this evening, for the purpose of a public lecture on Hatural 
History, by Prof. Beals of the Agricultural College, before the 
teachers of the Institute now in session in this city. 
Very respectfully yours, 

E. V. W. BEOKAW, 
Superintendent City £ 
On motion of Mr, Withey, 
The request was granted. 
On motion of Mr, Pood, 
The Commission took a recess until 3 o'clock. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Commission met at two o'clock. 

Eoll called : Quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. HatcJi, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
and proceedei^, Mr. Jerome in the chair, to the consideration of 
the present State Constitution. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The reading of the Constitution was resumed at Article V. 

On motion of Mr. Meddaugh, 

The reading of Sec. 3, Article VI., was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Pond, 

Article VII., on elections, was passed over. 

On motion of Mr. Pond, 

The first eight sections of Article X. were passed over. 

On motion of Mr. Pond, 

Articles XI. and XII. were passed over. 

On motion of Mr. Eiley, 

The committee rose. 

IN COMMISSION. 

Mr. Jerome reported that the committee of the whole hay- 
ing had under further infonnal consideration the present Con- 
stitution of the State, to and including Article XV., have 
directed me to report that fact back to the Commission, and 
ask leave to sit again. 

Eeport adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission adjourned until to-morrow morning at 
9 o'clock. 
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THIRD DAY. 

Lansing, Friday, August B9, 187S. 
The Commiesioii was called to order at 9 o'clock. 
Soil called : quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. Withey, 
The reading of yesterday's jonrnal was dispensed with. 

COMMITTEE OS FINANCE, 

On motion of Mr. "Withey, 

The Chairman of the Commission was designated as a 
member of the Committee on Finance and Taxation. 

REVISION AND CLASSIFICATION. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

Mesolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed on the 
Eevision, Classification, and Arrangement of the Constitution 
and Schedule as a whole, and that so much of these subjects 
as are assigned to Committee No. 6 be withdrawn from the 
consideration of the same. 

INCORPORATIONS. 

On motion of Mr, Jerome, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Corporations be increased 
to fire members. 



On motion of Mr. Cronse, 

Resolved, That the Sessions of the Commission shall com- 
mence at 9 o'clock A. M., and 3.30 o'clock P. M., until other- 
wise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Commission resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole and proceeded, Mr. Eiley in the Chair, to the considera- 
tion of the State Constitution. 
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IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The oonaideration of the State Constitntion was resumed at 
Article XVI. 
On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 

The first six sections of Article XIX. were passed over. 
On motion of Mr. Pond, 
Article XX. was passed over. 
On motion of Mr. Meddaugh, 
The schedule was passed over. 
On motion of Mr. Withey, 
The committee rose. 

IS" COMMISSION. 

The Commission was called to order by the Chairman. 

Mr. Eiley reported that the committee of the whole had 
had under consideration the Constitution from Article XV., 
and asked to be discharged from the farther consideration of 
the subject. 

Report accepted and the committee discharged. 

The chairman annoiineed the following: 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

No. 1. Legislation, Boundaries, Seat of Government, and 
Division of Powers of Government— Messrs. Upson, Divine, 
Grouse. 

No. 2. Judicial, Militia, and Miscellaneous — Messrs. "Withey, 
Hatch, Pond. 

No. 3. ^Finance and Taxation, Salaries and Exemptions — 
Messrs. Jehome, Mason, Upson, — Outcheon (by vote). 

No. 4. Corporations, Railroads, and Elections — - Messrs. 
Meddaugh, Eiley, Withey, Woodabd, Devereaux. 

No. 5. Executive, State OfHcers, Counties and Townships, 
Impeachments, and Kemovals from OfGee—Messrs. Wells, 
Crane, "Woodabd. 

No. 6. Education and Supphes— Messrs. Willits, Mofpatt, 

RiLET. 
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No. 7. Arrangemeut, Classification, etc. — Messrs. Poitd, 
Hatch, Diviite, Mopfatt, Crane. 

employment op a stenographer. 
Mr. Meddaugh offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Commisaioa employ a stenographer, 
who shall take down and transcrihe snch of the proceedings of 
the Commission as the Commissioiii shall direct. 
On motion of Mr. Riley, 
The Resolntion was laid on the table. 

APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT CLERK. 
The Chair announced the following communication from 
the Clerk: 

Senate Chamber, | 
Lansing, Aug. 2S, 1S7S. \ 
To the (Jltairman of the GonstUutional Conijeniion : 

Mr. Chairman :— I have thia day appointed Mr. S. B. Mc- 
Cracken of Detroit, as Assistant Clerk to the Constitutional 
Commission, pursuant to resolution passed this forenoon. 
Very respectfully yours, 

HENRY S. OLUBB, 
Clerh of the Commission. 
PRINTING THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. Withey moved to rescind the resolution adopted yester- 
day, ordering the Constitution printed in hill form, and to 
substitute the following : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Supplies be instructed to 
procure 200 copies of the present Constitution, and a like 
number of the Constitution proposed in 1867, to be printed 
for the use of the Commission, in the form usually adopted in 
printing bills for the Legislatare, to be printed on one side 
only of the leaf; 
Which motion prevailed. 

EXCUSED. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

Mr. Divine was excused from attendance until one week 
li'om next Monday. 
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FEINTING THE RULES. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to cause a sufficient 
numher of lists of the committees appointed, with the rules 
adopted by the Commission, to be printed for the use of the 
members. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMEHT. 

Mr. Jerome moved that the committee on the Legislative 
Department be requested to consider and report upon the expe- 
diency of amending Section 2, Article IV., as follows: 

lat. Provide for the election of thirty-two Senators. 

3d. At the first session after the adoption of this amendment, 
said Senators shall be divided by lot into three classes, as 
follows : 

First class to hold office for two years. Second class to hold 
office for four years. Third class to hold office for six years- 

3d. After said classification Senators shall be elected for six 
years. 

The motion prevailed, 

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEES. 

The chairman announced the reference of the several divis- 
ions of the Constitution to the appropriate committees. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Oil motion of Mr. Siley, 

The Commission adiounied until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. 
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FOURTH DAY. 
LANSiiraj Saturday, August 30, 187S. 
Mr. Willits called the Commission to order at 9 o'clock. 
Roll called : Kot a quorum present. 
On motion of Mr, Jerome, 

The Commission adjourned until half past two o'clock, p. 
M., on Monday next. 



FIFTH DAY. 

Laitsing, Monday, September 1, 1S7S. 

The Commission was called to order at 3:30 o'clock, by Mr. 
Willits, Chairman pro iem. 

Roll called : not a quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Riley, 

The Commission adjourned until half-past two o'clock p. m.^ 
to-morrow. 



SIXTH DAY. 
L.4NSI15-G, Tuesday, Sept. 2, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 2:30 o'clock. 
Roll called : quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. Moffatt. 

The reading of the daily journal was dispensed with until 
otherwise ordered. 

EDUCATIOS". 

By the committee on education : 

The committee on education, to whom was referred 
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Article XIII. of the State Constitution, 

Eespectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Com mission with araendmenta thereto, recommending that 
the amendments be eoucurred in, and tliat the article, ■when 
so amended, do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

EDWIN WILLIT3, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the 
general order. 

SPECIFIC TAXES. 

Ou motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finaiice and Taxation be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing all 
specific taxes. 

STATE PRISON IN THE UPPER PENINSL-LA. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaus, 

Resolved, That the Legislative committee consider the pro- 
priety of inserting an article in the Constitution of the State 
of Michigan, authorizing the Legislature to establish a State 
Prison at some central point in the Upper Peninsula. 
COMMISSION JOURNAL IN OCTAVO FOBM. 

On motion of Mr, Crane, 

The State printer was instructed to print five handred and 
twenty-flve copies of the library edition of tlie journal of the 
Commission. 

SCHOOL LAWS OP THE STATE. 

The Chairman submitted the following: 

Ofmce op Sl'pt. op Public Instruction, ) 
Lansing, August 39, 1873. j 

Hon. S. M. Cutcheon, 
Chairman of Constitutional Commission : 
Sir, — I transmit herewith eighteen copies of the School 
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Laws, revised edition of ISIS, for the use of the Commis- 
eion. 

Very respectfully yoiirs, 

DANIEL E. BEIGGS, 

Supt. of Public Instruction. 

ADJOUBNMBNT. 

On motioH of Mr. 'Willita, 
The Commission adjourned. 



SEVENTH DAY. 

Lansing, Sept. S, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum present. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMBNX, 
By the committee on executive department : 
The committee on executive department to whom was re- 
ferred 
Article V. of the State Constitution, 

Eespectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission, with amendments thereto, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the Article, 
when eo amended, do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

H. G. WELLS, Chairman. 
Read twice, ordered printed, placed on the general oi'der, 
and referred to the committee of the whole. 
PEINTING. 
On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

Resolved, That unless otherwise oi-dered, all propositions 
introduced by members of the Commission be printed in full 
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in the journal, and that all Articles, or amendments re- 
porteil by committees, be ordered printed in bill form, placed 
upon the general order, and referred to the committee of the 
whole. 

LEAVE OF ABBEKCB. 

On motion of Mr. Riley, 

Leave of absence ivas granted for two days for Messrs. Hatch 
and Upson. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

Indefinite leave of absence was granted to Messrs. Meddangh 
and Pond. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Mason for to-day. 
ANNUAL SESSIONS. 

Mr. Devereaiix offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Committee on legislative power be 
instructed to report in favor of annnal sessions of the Leg- 
islature. 

Mr. Moffatt moved to lay the resolution on the table ; 

Which motion did not prevail. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the reaolntion, 

Mr. Moffatt demanded the yeaa and nays. 

The resolution did not prevail, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Deverean:;, Mr. Eiley, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Withey. 


NAYS. 




Mr. Crane, Mr. Moffatt, 
Cuteheon, Wells, 


Mr. Willits, 
Woodard. 


INSTRUCTTOS IN THE IHDUHXKIAL ARTS. 


On motion of Mr. Wells, 





Resolved, That the committee on education be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of requiring, by constitutional 
enactment, that the Legislature shall provide for instruction 
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in the science of architecture, in mechanical drawing, and in 
other of the industrial arts. 

LICENSING THE SALE OP LIQOOnS. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, 

Resolved, That the legislative committee be requested to 
report to the Commission the expediency of so amending Sec. 
47 of Article 4 of the existing Constitution of this State, as 
to empower the Legislature to authorize the granting of 
licenses for the sale of spirituous liquors upon the following 
conditions : 

Isfc. That tlie question of license or no license shall he snb- 
mitted to the electors of any city, Tillage, or town, in the 
manner to he provided by law ; 

ad. If a majority of such electors are in favor of licensing 
the traffic in tlieir respective municipalities, then the proper 
authorities of such municipality to have the exclusive control 
of the granting of licenses, and the moneys arising therefrom 
to enter into the general fund of such city, etc.; 

3d. When the electors, etc., shall be opposed to licensing 
the traffic, then as to such city, village, etc., prohibitory laws 
to he in force. 

SPECIAL LEGISL.^TION. 

Mr. Eiley offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the legislative committee he instructed to 
report the following to stand as one of the sections in the 
legislative department; 

The Legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any of 
the following enumerated cases, that is to say : For 

1st. Divorcing any named party ; 

3d. Changing the names of parsons or places ; 

3d. Laying out, opening, altering, worlcing, obstructing, or 
vacating roads, highways, streets, or alleys, or public grounds, 
or buildings, or repairing bridges, or for draining £ 
other low lands; 
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4th, Eegulating internal affairs of towns or counties ; 

5th. Regulating the practice in courts of justice, or regu- 
lating the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, police magis- 
trates, or constables ; 

6tli. Providing for changes of venae In citil or criminal 

7th. Incorporating cities or villages, or changing or amend- 
ing the charter of any city or village ; 

Sth. Providing for the election of members of boards of 
Buperrisors ; 

9th. Summoning and impaneling grand or petit jurors ; 

10th. Providing for the management and support of com- 
mon schools ; 

11th. Eegulating the rate of interest on money; 

13th, The opening and conducting of any election, or desig- 
nating the place of voting ; 

13th. The sale or mortgage of real estate belonging to 
minors or others nnder disability ; 

14th. Protection of game or fish ; 

15th. Chartering or licensing ferries or toU bridges ; 

16th. Eemitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures; 

17th. Creating, increasing, or decreasing fees, per centages, 
or allowances of public oEBcers during the term for which said 
officers are elected or appointed ; 

18th. Changing the law of descent ; 

19th, Granting to any corporation, association, or individual 
the right to lay down railroad track, or amending charters for 
any such purpose ; 

30th. Granting to any corporation, association, or individual 
any special or exclusive privilege, immunity, or franchise 
whatever ; 

21st. Declaring any named person of age; 

22d, Authorizing any named minor to sell, lease, or incum- 
ber his or her property ; 

23d. Extending the time for the assessment or collection of 
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taxes, or otherwise relieving any assessor or collector of taxes 
from the due performaEce of his official duties ; 

25th. Giving effect to any informal will or deed ; 

26th. LeguJizing, except as against the State, the unauthor- 
ized or invalid acts of any officer; 

27th. Punishing crimes or misdemeanors ; 

28th. Legitimatizing any person not bom in lawful wed- 
lock; 

29th. Adopting by any person any named person as his 
child or heir; 

30th. The exception of any named locality from the opera- 
tion of a genera! law. 

On motion of Mr. TVillits, 

The resolution was ordered printed in bill form and laid on 
the table. 

FEMALE SUFFRAGE. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

Resolved, That the committee on elections is directed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the Article of 
the present Constitution entitled "Elections," so as to read as 
follows : 

The Legislature of 1875 shall by law provide a registration 
in their respective towns, wards, and election districts, at the 
time of the registration of the qualified voters of the State for 
the annual township elections of 1877, of all the females who 
have the same qualifications as too age, citizenship, and resi- 
dence as males in this Constitution ; which said registration 
shall be in a separate bookj to be provided for that purpose, 
and on the day of the annual township elections for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, the question 
whether the word "male" shall be stricken out of this Con- 
stitution, where it is a qualification for voting, shall be sub- 
mitted to tlie females so registered; and if a majority of the 
females so registered in the whole State shall vote in favor 
of the same, the woixl " male," where it occurs in said Article 
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as a qnalification for voting, shall no longer be a part of this 
Constitution. The Legislature aforesaid shall also provide for 
a correct canvass of said registration, and the votes cast as 
aforesaid on said proposition. 

ADDITION"AL SENATE DrSTRICT. 

On motion of Devereans, 

Resolved, That the eommitlee on legislative matters be 
asked to inquire into the justice of increasing the senatorial 
districts in the State of Michigan, so as to permit the Upper 
Peninsula two Senators to represent it at Lansing. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, 

The Commission adjourned. 



AFTEENOOBf SESSIOS. 

The Commission was called to order at 2:30 p. ii., by the- 
Chairman. 

APl'EARED AND QUALIFIED. 

The following additional member being present, took aad. 
subscribed the oath of office, and took his seat : 
Seventh District — Edwin W. Giddings, of Macomb. 

LEAVE OP ABSENCE. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

Further leave of absence was granted to Mr. Mason for th& 
balance of the pi-esent week, on account of sickness in his 
family. 

ACJOURKMBST. 

On motion of Mr. "VVillits, 

The Commission adjourneti. 
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EIGHTH DAY. 

Lansing, September Jf, 187S. 
The Commission ivaa called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
■Chairman. 

Roll ealled : quorum present. 

FINANCE AND TAXATION. 

By the committee on finance and taxation : 

The committee on finance and taxation, to whom was re- 
ferred Article IX., ou salaries, 

EospeetfuUy report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same hack to 
the Commission with amendment thereto, recommending that 
the amendment he concurred in, and that the Article, when 
so amended, do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
■consideration of the subject. 

D. II. JEROME, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

THE WOEK OF THE COMMISSION. 

Mr. Moffatt offered the following: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Commission that wo 
amend and not revise the Constitution of 1850. 
The resolution was uot adopted. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS OE STOCK BY MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS. 

Mr. Withey offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the legislative department 
he instructed to inquire into the propriety of reporting a 
section that " the Legislature shall not authorize any county, 
city, township, or muncipality to become a stockholder in, or 



;at>yGoogle 



CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. 2& 

lend its credit, or make aoy donation to any private company, 
corporation, or association." 
The resolution was adopted. 

FEMALE SUFFJtAGE. 

Mr. Cronse offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on elections be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of striking out the word " male," 
wherever it occurs in section 1, article 7, of the Constitution 
of this State; also, the words "Nor while confined in any 
public prison," in section 5 of the same article. 

On motion of Mr. Cronse, 

The resolation was laid on the table. 
TRIALS BT JUBY. 

Mr. Withey offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the legislative depai'tment 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
section that "the right of trial by jury shall be inviolate, but 
the Legislature may provide for juries in civil causes composed 
of any number of jurors not less than sis, and that the agree- 
ment of not less than two-thirds of any jury in any civil ease, 
shall be sufficient for verdict," 

The resolution was adopted. 

OEJfERAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, on the general order, and proceeded, Mr. Crane in the 
chair, to consider the report of the committee on education, 
being general order No. 1, Article XIII., on education. 

After some time spent therein the committee rose, and 

Mr. Crane reported that the committee of the whole had 
had under consideration Article XIII., had made some progress 
therein, and asked leave to sit again. 

Report accepted and leave granted. 
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SULE FOURTEES RESCINDED. 

Mr. Crane moved to rescind rule fourteen ; 

Two-thirds of the members present having voted ia favor 
of tlie jnotion, 

Rule fourteen was rescinded. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 

The Commission took a receas until 3:30 o'clock this after- 
noon- 



AFTEENOOH SESSION. 
Commission was called to order at 3:30 o'clock by the Chair 
man. 
Roll called ; quorum present. 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

On .motion of Mr. Jerome, 

The clerk was instructed to omit from the journal of this 
.morning, proceedings in committee of the whole. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr, Jerome, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, and proceeded, Mr. Crane 'in the chair, 
to the consideration of Article XIIL, on education. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and the 
Commission was called to order by the Chairman. 

REPORT OF TEE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole, to whom was referred Article 
-XIII,, as reported by the committee on education, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission, with amendments thereto, recommending that 



;at>yGoogle 



CONSTITrTIONAL COMMISSION. 31 

the amendments be concurred in, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

ISAAC M. CEANE, 
Chairman of Committee. 
Report accepted and committee discharged. 
Tlie amendments were concurred in. 

PKINTINa THE AMENDED ARnCLE. 

Mr. Moffatt moved that the article, as amended, be printed 
and placed on the order of third reading. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Withey moved that the action of the committee of the 
whole, in regard to Article XIII. of the present Conetitation 
he printed as a snbstifcute. 

The motion was informally agreed to. 

ADJOUENMENT. 

On motion of Mr. WiUits, 
The Commission adjourned. 



NINTH DAY. 
Lansiitb, Friday, September 5, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum pi-esent. 

judicial department. 
By the committee on the judicial department ; 
The committee on the judicial department, to whom was 
referred Article VII. of t!ie Constitution, 

Eespectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission with amendments thereto, recommending 
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that the araendmentB be concurred its, and that the article 
when 80 amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

S. L. WITHEY, 
Chairman of Committee. 
Report accepted and committee discharged. 
The article ivas read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the 
genera] order. 

FEMALE SUFFBAGE. 

Mr. Grouse moved that the resolution offered by him yes- 
terday, relative to female suffrage, be taken from the table, and 
that the same be referred to the committee on elections. 

The motion prevailed. 

SPECIAL LEGISLATION". 

Mr. Willits moved that the resolution offered by Mr. Riley 
on Wednesday, proposing an article relative to special legisla- 
tion, which was ordered printed and laid on the table, be taken 
from the table and placed on the general order. 

The motion prevailed. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

On motion, the Commission resolved itself into committee 
of the whole, and proceeded, Mr. Moffatt in the chair, to the 
consideration of general orders. 

Aiter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and, 
through their chairman, made the following report : 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEB OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole, to whom wss referred Article 
v., relating to Executive Department, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same hack to 
the Commission with amendments thereto, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article. 
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when so amended, do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the subject, 

S. C. MOFFATT, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

The amendments made to the article by the committee were 
concurred ic. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

The article wa^ ordered reprinted, and placed on the order 
of third reading. 

LBATES OF ABSEKCE. 

Mr. Wlthey asked and obtained leaye of absence for himself 
until Wednesday nest. 

Mr, Crane asked and obtained leave of absence for himself 
until to-morrow noon. 

Mr. Giddings asked and obtained leave of absence for him- 
self until "Wednesday next. 

BAILROAD CONSOLIDATION. 

Mr. Pond offered the following : 

Resolved, That the committee on corporations be requested 
to report the following to stand as a section in the article 
upon corporations, to wit: 

Sec — . No railroad corporation shall be consolidated with, 
or shall acquire or hold stock in any other railroad corpora- 
tion owning or controlling any parallel or competing line of 
road, nor shall any railroad corporation purchase or lease any 
snch parallel or competing road. 

The resolution was adopted. 

GBNEHAL ELECTIONS. 

Mr. Crane offered the following resolution : 

Mesolved, That the legislative committee be requested to in- 
qnire into the expediency of the following amendment to sec- 
ikwt one of Article XX.: 
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Add to said section the following words : "And for the par- 
pose of Bubniitting such amendments, the annital township 
meetings shall be taken and deemed to be a general election." 

The resolution was adopted. 

RECE9S. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

A recess was taken until half-past two o'clock P. M. 



AFTERNOON" SERSIOK. 

The Commission was called to order pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 
Eoll called: quorum present- 

r.EKEK.iL OHDEli. 

On motion of Mr. Riley, 

The Commission resolred itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, Mr. Upson in the chair, and after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose and throogh their 
chairman made the following report : 

REPORT OF XHB COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole, to whom wi-.s referred Article 
IX. of salaries, general order No. 3, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission without amendment, and recommend that 
the article do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

CHAS. UPSON, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged- 

-Mr. Jerome moved to amend bj adding the following to 
the article, to stand as section 3 : 

Sec. 3. The compensation of the members of the Legisla- 
ture shall be three dollars a day for actual attendance ; and 
when absent on account of sickness [for the first sixty days of 
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the session of the year one thousand eight hnhdred and fiftj- 
one, and for the first forty days of every subsequent eesaion, 
and nothing thereafter] ; but the Legislature may allow extra 
compensation to the members from the territory of the Upper 
Peninsula, not exceeding two dollars per day during the ses- 
sion. When convened in extra session, their compensation 
Rhall be three dollars a day for the first twenty days, and 
nothing thereafter; and tiiey shall legislate on no other sub- 
jects than those expressly stated in the Governor's proclama- 
tion, or snbmitted to them by special message. They shall be 
entitled to ten cents, and no more, for every mile actually 
traveled, going to and returning from the place of meeting, 
on the usually traveled route; aud for stationery and news- 
papers, not exceeding five dollars for each member during any 
session. Each member siiail be entitled to one copy of the 
laws, journals and documents of the Legislature of which he 
Avaa a member; but shall not receive, at the expense of the 
State, books, newspapers, or other perquisites of office, not 
expressly authorized by this Constitution. 

Whicii motion prevailed. 

The article, as thus amended, was placed on the order of 
third reading. 

BEPOET 01? THE COMMITTEE OF THE WIIOLE. 

The committee of the whole, to was referred resolution in 
reference to legislative limitations, general order No. 4, 

Eespeetfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed mo to report the same back to 
the Commission with several amendments thereto, recom- 
mending that the amendments be concurred in, and that the 
resolution when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

CHAS. UPSON, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 
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The resolution waa then adopted as follows : 

Resolved, That the Jegislative committee be inatriicted to 
report the following to stand as one of the seetione in the leg- 
islative department : 

The Legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any 
of the following enumerated cases, that is to say : For 

1st. Divorcing any named party or upon the subject of 
divorce ; 

2d. Changing the names of persons or places; 

3d. Laying out, opening, altering, working, obsirncting, or 
vacating roads, highways, streets, or alleys, or public grounds, 
or buildings, or repairing bridges, or for draining swamps or 
other low lands ; 

4th. Kegulating internal affairs of towns or counties; 

5th, Kegulating the practice in courts of justice, or regulat- 
ing the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, or constables ; 

6th, Providing for changes of venue in civil or criminal 
cases ; 

7th. Incorporating cities or villages ; 

8th. Proriding for the election or appointment of members 
of boards of supervisors ; 

9th. Summoning and impaneling grand or petit jurors ; 

10th. Providing for the management and support of com- 
mon schools ; 

11th. Regulating the rate of interest on money; 

12th. The opening and conducting of any election, or desig- 
nating the place of voting; 

13th. The sale or mortgage of real estate belonging to minora 
or others under disability ; 

14th. Protection of game or fish ; 

15th. Chartering or licensing ferries or toll bridges ; 

16th. Remitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures ; 

17th. Creating, increasing, or decreasing fees, percentages,. 
or allowances of public officers during the term for which Bai4 
officers are elected or appointed ; 

18tb. Changing the law of descent : 
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19th. Graiiting to any corporation, association, or indiyidnal 
the right to lay down railroad track, or ameudicg charters for 
aoy such purpose ; 

20th. Granting to any corporation, association, or individ- 
ual any special or exclusive privilege, immunity, or franchise 
whatever; 

31st. Declaring any uamed person of age ; 

22d. Authorizing atiy named minor to sell, lense, or incum- 
ber his or her property ; 

23d. Extending the time for the assessment or collection of 
taxes, or otherwise reliering any assessor or collector of taxes 
from the due performance of his official duties; 

24th. Giving effect to any informal will or deed; 

25th. Legalizing, except as against; the State, the unauthor- 
ized or invalid acts of any officer; 

26th. Punishing crimes or misdemeanors ; 

2'i'th. Adopting by uiiyperson any named person as his child 
or heir; 

SSth. Nor shall the Legislature except any uamed locality 
from the operation of a general law. 



LEAVES OF J 

On motion of Mr. Woodward, 

Indefinite leave of absence was granted to Mr. Grouse, on 
account of the death of a brother. 

Mr. AVoodard asked and obtained leave of absence for him- 
self from to-morrow noon until Tuesday morning. 

Mr. Pond asked and obtained leave of absence for himself 
until Thursday next. 

Mr. Upson, asked and obtained leave of absence for himself 
until Thursday morning next. 

Mr, Meddaugh asked and obtained leave of absence for him- 
self until Thursday morning nest. 

ADJOUEMMEHT. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 
The Commission adjourned. 
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TENTH DAY. 



Lapsing, Saturday, September 6, 1S73. 

The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock by Mr. 
Moffatt, Chairman J) ro tern. 

Roll called : not a qnornm present 

On motion of Mr. Riiey, 

The Ooramisaion adjourned until Monday afternoon, at §:30 
o'clock. 



ELEVENTH DAY. 
Lapsing, Monday, September 8, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 51:30 o'clock by Mr. 
Eiley, Chairman pro fern. 
Roll called : not a quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. Hatch, 
The Commission adjonrnecl. 



TWELFTH DAY. 
Lansing, Tuesday, September 9, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at o'clock bv the 



Chairman. 
Roll called: qnoriim present. 

PREAMBLE ADD BILL OF EIGHTS. 

Mr. Hatch moved that the subjeefc of Preamble and Bill of 
Eights be referred to the judiciary committee ; 
Which motion prevailed, 
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FOREIGN CORPOBATIONS. 

Mr. "Willits offered the following resoltitioii : 

Resolved, That the committee on corporations arfi 
instructed to iuquire into the expediency of reporting the 
following section to the article on corporations: 

Sec. —. Corporations organized out of this State may be 
permitted to do businesB in this State under such limitations 
as may be prescribed by law; but no other or greater privi- 
lege shall at any time be granted to, or claimed by, any such 
corporation than are or shall be granted or belong to like cor- 
porations of this State ; and such foreign corporations, and the 
eorporatora and stockholders thereof, shall be subject to all 
liabilities of like corporations, and the corporators and stock- 
holders thereof, in this State, and may be required to furnish 
in this State ample security for such liabilities. 

The resolution was adopted. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE. 

Mr. Willits offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions 
are instructed to inquire into and report on the expediency of 
reporting a section as follows : 

Sec. — . No person shall he elected or appointed to fill any 
State, county, township, city, or village office in this State who 
ahall not possess the qnalifieations of an elector: Provided, 
That females of the age, and other qualifications, except sex, 
of electors, may he appointed to the offices to which males are 
eligible by appointment. 

The resolution was adopted, 

PUBLIC OFFICERS AKO RAILWAYS. 

Mr. Willits offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miscellaneous Provisions, 
are instructed to inquire into and report on the expediency of 
adding to the article on Miscellaneous Provisions the following 
section : 
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Sec — . No person while holding any office uader the eon- 
stitution or laws of this State shall accept any gratuitous ser- 
vice or pass from any railroad company, nor any commutation 
of sucli service at less rates than are at the same time offered 
to the public. 

The resolution was not adopted. 

GENKEAL OEDEK. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch the Commission resolved itself 
into committee of the whole on the general order, Mr. "Wells 
in the chair, and after some time spent therein the committee 
rose, and through their chairman suhmitted the following 
report : 

EEPOKT OP TEE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole, to whom was refeiTcd Article 
VII., as reported hy the committee on the judiciary. 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, have made some progress therein, and have directed 
me to report that fact to the Commission, and asted leave to 
sit again. 

II. G. WELLS, Chairman. 

Eeport accepted ai\d leave granted. 
ADJOUEKMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 

The Commission adjourned. 



AFTERNOON SESSION, 

The Commission was called to order by the chairman. 
Koll called : quorum present. 

RBP0ET8 OF COMMITTEES. 

By the committee on counties : 

The committee on counties, to whom was referred Article 
X. of the Constitution of Michigan, 
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Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission with amendment thereto, recommending that, 
the amendment he concurred in, and that the article when so 
amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject 

H. 0. WELLS, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted aud committee discharged. 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

By the committee on towuships : 

The committeo on townships, to whom was referred Article 
XL of the constitution of Michigan, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Commission with amendment thereto, recommending that the 
amendment be concurred in, and that the article when so 
amended do pass, and ask to he discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

H. G. A7ELLS, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

EXEMPTING TJPPEK PENINSULA FROM SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE 
PROHIBITIONS. 

Mr. Devereaus offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Legislation be instructed 
to consider the expediency of exempting the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan from the prohibitions relating to special legisla- 
tion. 

The resolution was adopted, 
(3 
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MINORITY BEPKESENTATION. 

Mr. Devereaus offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the committee on elections he instructed to 
inqnire and report upon the propriety of adopting a system of 
cumolative voting, ivith a view to give representation to 
minorities. 
The resolution wus adopted. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Mr.Eiley, 

Indefinite leave of ahsenoe was granted to Mr, Willits. 

ADJOL-RSMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 
The Commission adjourned. 



THIRTEENTH DxVT. 
Lansing, Wednesday, Septemher 10, 1S7S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, fey tbu 
Chairman. 
Roll called : (^norum present. 

LEAVE OF ADSENCE. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, 

Mr. Mason was granted indefinite leave of absence, on 
account of sickness. 



REPOKTS OF STANDING ( 

By the committee on impeachments and removals from 
ofBce: 

The committee on impeachments and removals from ofSce, 
to whom was referred Article XII., impeachments and remov- 
als from office, respectfully report that thoy have had the same 
imder consideration, and have directed me to rejjort the same 
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baeb to the Commiseioii with amendment thereto, recommend- 
ing ttafc the amendment be concdrred in, and that the article 
when 80 amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further congideration of the subject. 

H. G. WELLS, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

By the committee on exemptions : 

The committee on exemptions, to whom was referred 

Article XVI., on exemptions, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same hack to 
the Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that 
the amendments be concurred in, and that the article when so 
amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the farther- 
consideration of the subject. 

D. H. JEROME, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged, 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

By the committee on finance and taxation: 

The committee on finance and taxation, to whom was refer- 
red Article XIV,, on finance and taxation. 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
Bideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that the 
amendments he concurred in, and that the article when so 
amended do pass, and ask to he discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject, 

I). H. JEROME. 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted aod committee discharged. 
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The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

PABDONS. 

Mr, Hatch offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the following propositions and regulations 
he embodied in and made a part of Article V., entitled " Execu- 
tive Department," viz : 

" Whenever application shall be made to the Governor for 
the pardon of one under sentence of imprisonment for life, 
upon conviction for willful and deliberate murder, such appli- 
cation may bo referred by the Governor to the Supreme Court, 
and notice thereof shall be given to the Attorney General 

The Supreme Court shall fis a time and place for hearing 
such application, and may order the testimony of witnesses, 
touching the merits of such application, to be taken either 
orally in open court, or upon deposition. 

If the said court is of opinion that under the principles, 
hereinafter stated, the said prisoner should he pardoned, or his 
sentence mitigated, such opinion shall be entered upon the 
journal of said court, and certified to the Governor. The Gov- 
ernor may in his discretion grant the pardon recommended, or 
refuse it altogether. 

The Governor, in the cases above specified, shall have no 
power to grant a pardon without taking the opinion of said 
Supreme Court in relation thereto in the manner hereinbefore 
■provided, nor shall ho have power to grant a pardon or miti- 
gate the sentence of any prisoner in such case, to any greater 
extent than that recommended in the opinion of said court. 

In the cases above specified, no pardon or mitigation of sen- 
tence shall be granted unless it shall be made to appear: 

1st. Thai there was some mistake of law, or of fact made 
l)y the court or jury who tried the cause, and which being cor- 
rectly understood would dictate an acquittal, or conviction for 
a less offense; 
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2d. That the punishment imposed is disproportionate to the 
moral guilt of the prisoner ; or 

3d. That there aro strong and controlling considerations 
relating to the prisoner which, under the dictates of human- 
ity, require hia enlargement or relief. 

The resolution was adopted. 

LIMITATION OF MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS. 

Mr. Hatch offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on finance he instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of adopting the following section : 

Sec.—. No county, township, city, village, school district, 
municipal or other public corporation shall have power to 

become indebted to an amount exceeding per cent of 

the assessed valuation of the property within such county, 
township, or other corporation; and in the construction of 
this section, all public corporations, excepting conntios, town- 
stipe, and school districts, embracing the same territory, shall 
be taken to be one corporation. 

The resolution was adopted. 

EDUCATION. 

Article XIIL, relative to education, being first on the order, 
Mr. Jerome moved that the Article be taken from the order 

of third reading and referred to the committee of the whole, 

together with the substitute therefor, 
Which motion prevailed. 

SALAHIES. 

Article IX., relative to salaries, being next on the order of 
third reading, 

Mr, Riley, by unanimous consent, moved to amend the 
M'ticle by striking out the word "salary" where the same 
occnrs respectively in the fourth line of section one, and in the 
second line of section two, and insert in lieu thereof, in each 
oaie, the word " salaries ; " 

"Which motion prevailed. 
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Mr. Jerome, by unanimons consent, moved to further amend 
the article by adding thereto two new sections, to stand as sec- 
tions four and five, as follows : 

Sec. 4. The President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Representative a shall be entitled to the same per 
diem compensation and mileage as members of the Legisla- 
tnre, and no more ; 

Sec. 5. The Lieutenant Governor aodPresident^ro tempore 
of the Senate, when performing the duties of Governor, shall 
receive the same compensation as the Governor; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Withey moved to re-commit the article to the committee 
on salaries, with instructions to amend by striking out the 
word "three" in all cases where the same occurs before the 
word " dollars," in section three, and insert in lien tliereof in 
each case the word " four ; " 

"Which motion did not prevail. 

Mr. MofEatt moved to re-eommit the article to the committee 
on salaries, with instructions to amend the same by striking 
out the word" three" in al! cases where the same occurs before 
the word " dollars," in section three, and insert in lien thereof 
in each case the word "five;" 

Which motion prevailed, 

Mr. Crane moved further to instruct the commitLee to strike 
out the provision relating to mileage ; 

Which motion did not privailed. 

GSNEKAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Commisaiou resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
on the general order, Mr. Woodard iu the ctiair, and after some 
time spent therein the comittee rose and through their chair- 
man made the following report: 

BEl'OBT OF THE COMMITTEE OP THE ITHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 
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Article VII. of Uie Judicial Department, and having made 
some progress therein, have directed me to report that fact to 
the Commission, and ask leave to sit again. 

LYSANDEE WOODWARD, Chairman. 
Report accepted and leare granted. 

KECESH. 

On motion of Mr. Giddinge, 

The Commission took a recess until ^:iJO, P. M. 



.\FTEUNOOH' I: 

Tlie Commission was called to order by the chairman at 
3.30. 
Roll called ; quorum present. 

GENERAL ORBETi. 

On motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the general order, and after some time spent therein, 
the committee rose, and through their chairman, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

KEPOIiT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration. 

Article VII. of the Judicial Department, 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article 
when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged Irom 
the further consideration of the snbject. 

L. WOODWAKD, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

Mr. Jerome moved that the article be reprinted and placed 
on the order of third reading. 

Which motion prevailed. 
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ADDITION TO EULES. 

Mr. Moffatt moved to add a new rule to the rules of the 
Commissiop, providing that amendments may be entertained 
to articles on the order of third reading, when supported by a 
majority of the members present ; 

"Which motion prevailed. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

Mr. Crane was granted leave of absence for to-morrow. 

Mr. Withey offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That no further leave of absence be granted to 
members of the Commission, nnless for reasons deemed 
imperative. 

The resolatiou was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, 

The Commission adjourned. 



FOURTEENTH DAY. 

Lansing, Thursday, Septemher 11, 187S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clocb, by the 
Chairman. 
Roll culled : quorum present. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Ou motion of Mr. Meddaugh, 

Mr. Pond was granted farther leave of absence until Tues- 
day of next weet, on account of imperative business engage- 
ments arising before his connection with the Commission. 

On moLion of Mr. I'pson, 

Mr. Metldaiigh ivas granted leave of absence from and after 
to-day, until Tuesday of next week, for reasons similar to those 
in the case of Mr. Pond. 
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AMENDMENTS OP RULES. 

Mr. Eiley offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, Tliat Eule 23 be so amended as to read aa follows : 

S3, Every article when read a third time, and perfected by 
amendments, shall, before it is put on its passage, be referred 
to the committee on phraseology, and after its passage shall be 
referred to the committee on arrangement and classification. 

Two-thirds of the members present voting in the affirmative, 
the resolntion was adopted. 

APPOINTMEHT OP JUDGES. 

Mr. Hatch oflered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the article on the judicial department be Bo 
amended aa to provide for the appointment of the judges of 
the Supreme Court by the Governor by and with the advise 
and consent of the Senate ; 

Resolved, That the article on judicial department be so 
amended as to provide for the appointment of the judges of 
the Circuit Courts by the Governor by and with the advise 
and consent of the Senate ; 

Mr. TTpson offered the following as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and they 
are hereby instructed to propose an amendment to the article 
on the Judicial Department, providing for the appointment of 
the Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts by the Gover- 
nor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, such 
amendment to be submitted to the electors as a separate pro- 
position. 

Which motion prevailed by yeas and nays as follows : 
YEAS. 



r. Ontelieon, 
Divine, 
GiddingS, 


iiv. Jerome, 
MoffBtt, 
Eiley, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Upson, 
Woodward, 


r. Cronse, 
Devereaiis, 


Mr. Hrteh, 
Meddangli, 


Mr. Wells, 
Wither, 
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Hatch, 

Jerome, 

Meddaugh, 

Moffatt, 

Eiley, 


Mr. Upson, 
Wells, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 


NAYS. 
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The question recurring on the adoption of the substitute, 
the same was adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows; 

YEAS. 
Mr. Grouse, 
Outcheon, 
Diyine, 
Devereaux, 
Giddings, 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Article V. of the Esecutive Department came up on the 
order of third reading. 

Mr. Hatch asked leave to offer an amendment to the article. 

Leave being granted, 

Mr. Hatch moved to add the following to section eleven, to 
stand as a part of said section; 

" Whenever application shall be made to the Govei'nor for 
the pardon of one under sentence of imprisonment for life, 
upon conviction for willful and deliberate murder, such appli- 
cation may be referred by the Governor to the Supreme Court, 
and notice thereof shall be given to the Attorney General. 

The Supreme Court shall fix a time and place for hearing 
such application, and may order the testimony of witnesses, 
touching the merits of such application, to be taken either 
orally in open court, or upon deposition. 

IE the said court is of opinion that under the principals, 
hereinafter stated, the said prisoner should be pardoned, or his 
sentence mitigated, such opinion shall bo entered upon the 
journal of said court, and certified to the Governor. The Gov- 
ernor may in his discretion grant the pardon recommended, or 
refuse it altogether. 

The Governor, in the cases above specified, shall have no 
power to grant a pardon without taking the opinion of said 
Supreme Court in relation thereto in the manner hereinbefore 
provided, nor shall he have power to grant a pardon or mitigate 
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the sentence of any prisoner in such case, to any greater extent 
than that recommended in the opinion of said court. 

In the cases above specified, no pardon or mitigation of sen- 
tence shall he granted unless it shall be made to appear: 

1st, That there was some mistake of law, or of fact made 
by the court or Jury who tried the cause, and which being cor- 
Tectly understood would dictate an acquittal, or conviction for 
a less offense ; 

2d, That the punishment imposed is disproportionate to the 
moral guilt of the prisoner ; or 

3d, That there are strong and controlling considerations 
relating to the prisoner which, under the dictates of human- 
ity, require his enlargement or relief. 

Which motion did not prevail. 

The article waa read a third time and referred to the com- 
mittee on phraseology. 

COMPENSATION TO MEMBEES OE THE LEGISLATCHE. 

The committee on finance and taxation to whom waa 
recommitted Article IX., respectfully report that they have 
amended the same in accordance with the instruction of the 
■Commission, and ast to be discharged from the farther con- 
sideration of the subject. 

D. H. JEROME, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The question being on concurring in the amendment made 
to the article by the committee, 

Mr. Meddaugh moved that the subject be referred to the 
committee on legislative department. 

Mr. Jerome moved to lay the motion on the table, 

Which motion prevailed. 



On motion of Mr. Woodward, 

The Commission took a recess until 2:30 P. 1 
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AKTERNOOTT SESSION-. 

The Commission 'vras called to order at 3:30 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 

Roll called : quorum present. 

COMPBKaATION OF MEMBERS OB THE LEGISLATURE. 

Mr. Jerome moved to take from the table the motion of Mr. 
Meddaugh, to refer the report of the committee on finance and 
taxation relative to compensation of members of the Legisla- 
ture, submitted at the forenoon session, to the committee on 
legislative department. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Meddaugh, with the consent of the committee, withdrew 
his motion. 

The question being on concnrring in the ameudment made 
to Article IS., relative to salarieB, by the committee, the same 
■was not concurred in. 

Mr. Upson asked leave to offer an amendment to the article. 

Leave being granted, 

Mr. Upson moved to amend the article by striking therefrom- 
sections three, four, and five ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article waa then referred to the committee on phrase- 
ology. 

GENERAL ORDER, 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, Mr. Hatch in the chair, and after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose, and through their 
chairman made the following report : 

REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 
Article X,, of Counties, 

Have made sundry amendmeota thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
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that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article, 
when HO amended, do pasa, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

The committee of the whole have also had under consider- 
ation Article XL, of Townships, 

Have made no amendments thereto, and have directed me 
to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that it do pass, and aak to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

H. H. HATCH, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

The amendments made to Article X. were concurred in, the 
article ordered reprinted, and placed on the order of third 
reading. 

Article XI. was placed on the order of third reading. 

ADJOCRNMENT. 
On motion of Mr. Jerome, 
The Comraisaion adjourned. 



FIFTEENTH DAY. 
Lansing, Friday, September 12, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum present. 

COBPO RATIONS. 
By the committee on corporations, railroads, and elections : 
The committee on corporations, railroads, and elections, to 
whom was referred Article XV. of the State Constitution, 
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Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
siderationj and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission with amendments thereto, recommending 
that the amendments he concurred in, and that the article 
■when so amended do pass, and ask to he discharged from the 
further consideration of the suhject. 

E. W. MEDDAUGH, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article n-as read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the 
general order. 

lOWHSHIPS. 

Article XI. of TownshipB, heing on the order of third read- 
ing, the same was read a third time, when 

Mr. Woodward, leave being granted, moved to amend the 
same by inserting in the fourth line of section one, after the 
word "district," "and such other officers as the Legislature 
may by law provide;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article was referred to the committee on j 



LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 

Mr. Crane was granted leave of absence for the day. 
GENERAL OKDEE. 

On motion of Mr. Riley, 

The Commmission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, on the general order, Mr. Crouse in the chair, and 
after some time spent therein, the committee rose and through 
their chairman made the following report: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committtee of the whole have had under consideration 
Article XII., of Impeachments and Removals from Office, 
and 

Article XVL, of Exemptions; 

HcsteafyGoOgle 
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Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommend- 
ing that the amendments be concurred in, and that the arti- 
cles, when so amended, do pass, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

The committee of the whole have also had under consider- 
ation 

Article XIV., of Finance and Taxation, 

Have made some progress therein, bat not having gone 
through therewith, have directed me to report that fact to 
the Commission, and ask leave to sit again. 

IBA D. CKOUSE, Cfiairtnan. 



The amendments made to the two first named M-ticlea were 
concurred in, except the first amendment to Section two. Arti- 
cle XVI., striking out the words, "Not exceeding in value," 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "Not less in value 
than." 

The question being on concurring in said amendment, 

Mr. Jerome demanded the yeas and nays. 

The amendment was concurred- in by yeas and na-ys as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS. 

Mr. Divine, Mr. Mofi^tt, Mr. Wells, 

Deyereaus, Kiley, Withey, 

Hatch, 1 

NAYS. 

Mr. Crouse, Mr. Giddings, Mr. Upson, 

Cutcheon, Jerome, Woodard, 6 

Articles XII. and XVI. were placed ou the order of third 
reading. 

The request of the committee as to Article XIV. was 
granted. 

RECESS. 

On motion of Mr. Riley, 

The Commission took a recess until 3:30 P. M, 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Commission was called to order by the chairman at 
2:30. 

RECONSIDERED. 

Mr. Hatch moved to reconsider the yote by which the Com- 
misBion concurred in the first amendment to section two of 
Article XVI. ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

The question being on concurring, the amendment was not 
concurred in. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, Mr. Grouse in the chair, and after some 
tune spent therein, the committee rose, and through their 
chairman made the following report: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 
Article XIV., of Finance and Taxation. 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the CommisBion, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article, 
when so amended, do pass, and ask to bo discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

lEA D. CEOUSE, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 
SPECIFIC TA5.iTI0N. 

Mr. Moffatt offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the article on finance and taxation be refer- 
red to tlie committee on finance and taxation, with instruc- 
tions to amend the same so as to abolish specific taxation on 
property. 
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The resolution was not adopted, by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS. 
Mr. Devereaus, Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Woodard, 3 

NAYS. 
Mr. Croase, Mr, Hatch, Mr. Upson, 

OatcheoD) Jerome, Wells, 

Divine, Kiley, Withey, 

Giddings, 10 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

Article XIV". was ordered re-pvinted and placed on the order 
of third reading. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. Giddings asked and obtained leave of absence for him- 
self, nntil Tuesday next, 

ADJOUENMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 
The Commission adjourned. 



SIXTEENTH DAY. 
Lansisg, Saturday, September IS, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'eloeV, by the 
Chairman. 
Eoll called : quornm present. 

BILL OP EIGHTS. 

By the committee on bill of rights : 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred Arti- 
cle II., Bill of Eights, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that 
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the amendmenta be concurred in, and that the article 'when 
so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the subject. 

S. L. WITHEY, 
Chairman of Committee. 
Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

CITIES. 
By the com'jiittee on cities : 

The committee on corporations, to whom was referred Arti- 
cle XVI., of "Cities," 

EespeefcfuUy report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and ha?e directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission, with amendments thereto, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article 
when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

E. W. MEDDAUGH, 
Chairman of Committee. 
Iteport accepted and committee discharged. 

PBEAMBLE. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
subject of preamble, 

EespectfuHy report, that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the following, and 
recommend that the same do pass, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, 

S. L. WITHEY, Chairman. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

The articles and preamble were read a first and second time, 
ordered printed, referred to the committee of the whole, and 
placed on the general order. 

APPOIKTMENT OF JUDGES. 

By the committee on judiciary depai-tment : 

The committee on the jndiciary department, to whom was 
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referred the resolution relating to an amendment of the arti- 
cle on judicial department, so as to provide for the appoint- 
ment of judges, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
eideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission, with a draft of such amendment, and recom- 
mending that the amendment be passed, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

H. n. HATCH, 
for the Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amended section was ordered printed and referred to 
the committee of the whole. 

LEGISLATION — BOUNDARIES — SEAT OF GOVERNMENT — DIVIS- 
ION OF POWEHS OF GOVERNMENT. 

By the committee on legislation, boundaries, seat of gov- 
ernment, and division of powers of government. 

The committee on legislation, boundaries, seat of govern- 
ment, and division of powers of government, respectfully 
submit the following report of articles under those respective 
heads, to stand as Articles I., III., and lY., of the amended 
constitution. 

CHARLES UPSOIf, Chairman. 

The articles were read a first and second time, ordered 
printed, referred to the committee of the whole, and placed 
on the general order. 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Crouse offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on miscellaneous provisions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing that 
there be no distinction on account of sex with regard to the 
acquisition, possession, enjoyment, and disposition of prop- 
erty. 

The resolution was adopted. 
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POWER TO INCKEASB SUBJECTS OF TAXATION. 

Mr. Jerome offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed, before its printing, to 
add at the end of Section 13, Article XIV., the following : 

"The Bpeci6cation of the objects and subjecta of taxation 
shall not depriye the Legislature of the power to require other 
subjects or objects to be taxed, in such manner aa may be con- 
sistent with the principles of taxation fixed in thia Constitu- 
tion." 

The resolution was adopted. 

TIME FOR NEXT SESSION. 

Mr. Hatch moyed that when the Commission a^ljourn it be 
■until Monday afternoon next ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

ENROLLING CLERK. 

M[r. Riley offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committe on arrangement and classifica- 
tion be authorized to employ an enrolling clerk, whose duty 
shall be to enroll each article of the Constitution as soon as 
the same is finally passed and ready for that purpose. 

The resolution was adopted. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. Woodward asked and obtained leave of absence for him- 
self until Tuesday morning. 

COUNTIES. 
Article X., of Counties, was read a third time. 
On motion of Mr, Withey, 
The article was laid on the table. 

IMPEACHMENTS. 

Article XII., of Impeachments and Kemovals from Office, 
was read a third time. 

Mr. Upson, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by striking out of section eight all after the word "session," 
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where the same occurs the second time in the sixth liue of 
mi section ; 

"Whieli motion prevailed. 

Mr. TJpaon moved to farther amend the article, by striking 
ont section eight and inserting the corresponding section of 
the present constitution ; 

■Which motion pre?ailed, 

The article was referred to the committee on phraseology. 
EXEMPTIONS. 

Article SVI., of exemptions, was read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The article was laid on the table. 

DISPOSITION OF FINES. 
By Mr. Crane presented the memorial of Geo, W. Squire, 
treasurer of Eaton Co., relative to disposition of fines. 
On motion of Mr. Crane, 
Referred to the committee on finance and taxation, 

ADJOURNMENT, 

On motion of Mr. Devereaus, 
The Commission adjourned. 



SEVENTEENTH DAY. 
Lansing, Monday, Septemler 15, 187S. 
The Commission was called to order at 2 : 30 o'clock, hy 
Mr. "Withey. 
Roll called : qnorum present. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. Crane presented the remonstrance 01" E, C, Manchester, 
Dr. J. V. Spencer, Dr. S. B, Thayer, and 31 other legal Toters, 
and 30 ladies of Battle Creek, against omitting from the 
amended constitution the words, "hut no money shall be 
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appropriated for the payment of any religious services ia 
either House of the Legislature," as the same Btanda in 
section 34 of Article IV., of the present constitution. 

The remonatranee was received and ordered printed in the 
journal. It is as follows: 
To the Honorable the Commission for Revising the Oonstiiu- 

tion of Michigan, in session at Lansing : 

The undersigned, residents of Battle Creek, in the State of 
Michigan, have been advised that by the report of your com- 
mittee on the article relating to the legislative department, it 
is proposed to omit from section 24 of said article, as it stands 
in the present Constitution, the words " but no money shall 
be appropriated for the payment of any religious services in 
either House of the Legislature." 

Your memorialists respectfully represent that there are very 
many persons and voters in the State who would desire, and 
woald petition for, an explicit declaration in the organic law, 
that the State government in all of its departments, and all 
institutions established by it, and mai ntained at the public 
expense, arc purely secular, and that the State shall not 
directly or indirectly patronize or recognize any particular 
system of religious belief or practice. They would refrain 
from doing so, however, rather than provo ke discussion on 
points of difference in a way to endanger the ultimate success 
of the good work which the people of the State have confi- 
dence will be presented for their acceptance at your hands. 

In this spirit your memorialists would most respectfully 
but earnestly remonstrate against any change in the Constitu- 
tion that may seem to be a concession in the opposite direction, 
and especially against the proposed change spoken of in the 
first sentence of this memorial, believing that such changes 
would awaken an opposition that might endanger the results 
of your labors. 

Dated September 15, 1873. 

Mr. Crane moved that the committee on exemptions be 
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instructed to report an amendment to section 4 of Article XV]., 
by adding to the aaid section the following : 

"And the husband of any married woman shall not he 
liable for or on account of any debt or obligation of his wife 
contracted before her marriage, or contracted by her in rela- 
tion to her sole property after marriage ;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

GENERAL ORDEE. 

On motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the general order, and after some time spent therein, 
the committee rose, and through their chairman, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOIE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration. 

Article XIII., of Education, 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the. same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article 
when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

S. C. MOFFATT, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments made to the article were concurred in 
except aa to the amendment by which the word "four" was 
inserted in lieu of the word " three," in the first line of section 
four. 

The question recurring on concurring in said amendment, 
the same was not concurred in. 

The article was placed on the order of third reading, 
LEAVE OE ABSENCE. 

Mr. Croaae asked and obtained leave of absence for himself 
until Thursday morning nest. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
On motion of Mr. Upson, 
The Commission adjourned. 



EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

Laksinq, Tuesday, September 16, IStS. 

Tlie Commission was called to order at 9 o'cloei:, by the 
Chairman. 

Roll called : quorum present. 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT. 

By the committee on military department : 

The committee on judiciary, to whom was referred Article 
XIIL, entitled " Military Department," 

Eeepectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Commission without amendment, and recommend that the 
same do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject. 

8. L. WITHEY, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was referred to the committee of the whole, and 
placed on the general order. 

THIRD READINO OP ARTICLES — EDUCATION. 

Article XIII. , of Education, 

Having been read a third time, 

Mr, Pond asked leave to offer an amendment to the article. 

Leave being granted. 

Mr. Pond moved to amend the article by striking out of 
section two, to and inclading the word "office," and inserting 
in lieu thereof the following ; 

"The supervision and control of the University shall be 
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vested in a Board of Eegents, to consist of the two ex officio 
members, herein proyided for, and of eight elective members. 
The terms of office of the elective members — " ; 

Mr. Wells moved that the article be reprinted and laid 
upon the table. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Withey moved that the vote by which the article was 
tbiiB disposed of be reconsidered ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article was then referred to tlie committee on arrange- 
ment and phraseology, with instrnetions to have the same re- 
printed when revised by them. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Article VII., of the Judicial Department, having been 
reached, 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The same was laid on the table. 

GENBBAL ORDEE. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, and after some time spent therein the 
committee rose, and through their chairman made the follow- 
ing report : 

EBPORT OP THE COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had nnder consideration 

Article XV., of Corporations ; 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommend- 
ing that the amendments be concurred in, and that the arti- 
cle when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

The committee of the whole have also had under consider- 
ation 

The preamble to the constitution ; 
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Have made no amendments thereto, and have directed me 
to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that it do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject. 

CHAS. UPSON, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments made to Article XV. were eoncuri'ed in, 
the article ordered reprinted, and placed on the order of third 
reading. 

The preamble was placed on the order of third reading. 

RECESS. 
On motion of Mr. Riley, 
The Commission took a recess until 3 : 30, P. M. 



AFXEBlffOOS" SESSIOJT. 
The Commission was called to order at 3:30 P. M., by the 
Chairman. 
Roll ealled : quorum present. 

MUNICIPAL INCEBTEDSESS. 

Mr. Hatch offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the clerk cause to be printed and transmitted 
a circular letter to the principal cities and villages of the 
State requesting from them answers to the following ques- 
tions : 

First — What is the total assessed valuation in your munici- 
pality this year ? 

Second — What is the total amount of the indebtedness of 
your municipality now outstanding ? 

Third — What is the total amount of indebtedness of the 
school districts, board of water-works, and other public cor- 
porations within your municipality now outstanding ? 

The resolution was adopted. 
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LICENSING THE SALE OP LIQUORS. 

Mr. Upson presented the following: 
To the Commismn for reviiing the State ConattlKtitm, now as»embkd in 

the dty of Laming : 

I hereby certify that the following report of a coramifctee 
appointed by the Michigan Annual Conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Chnreh, in conference assembled, in the city of 
Ionia, was adopted September 15th, 1873 : 

Your committee appointed to memoiialize the Commission 
appointed by the Governor to ail vise amendments to the pres- 
ent constitution of the State, and now in session in the city of 
Lansing, on the subject of temperance, present the following 
resolutioiij viz : 

Resolved, As the sense of this Conference, that no change 
in the constitutional provision in relation to the traffic in 
intoxicating drinks is desirable. 

G. B. JOCELYN, 
D. D. GILLETT. 

J. I. BuELL, Secretary of Conference. 

Ordered laid on the table and printed in the journal. 

GENERAL OEDEE. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the genera] order, Mr. Divine in the chair, and after some 
time spent therein the committee rose, and through their chair- 
man made the following report : 

EEl'OKT OF THE COMMIITBE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 

Article I. of Boundaries, 

Article III. of the Division of the Powers of Government, 

Have made no amendments thereto, and have directed me 
to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the article do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 
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The eommittec of the whole have also had under considera- 
tion Article v., of the Legislative Department. 

Have made some progress therein, but not having gone 
throngh therewith, have directed me to report that fact to the 
Commission, and aslt leave to sit again. 

JOHN DIVINE, Ohairman. 

Eepoi-t accepted. 

Articles I. and III. were placed on the order of third reading. 

As to Article V. the committee had leave to sit again. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. Crane asked and obtained leave of absence for himself 
indefinitely. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
On motion of Mr. Devereaax, 
The Commission adjourned. 



NINETEENTH DAY. 
Lansing, Wednesday, Septemier 17, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : qnorum present. 

kaileoads. 

By the committee on corporations, railroads, and elections; 

The committee on corporations, railroads, and elections, to 

whom was referred Article XIS.-a., of the State Constitution, 

Respectfully leport that they ha\e hid the =ame under con- 

sidention, and ha\e directed me to report the sime back to 

the Commission with amendments thereto,ieeommendingthat 

the imeudments be concurred in, ind thit the article as 

amended do pass, md ask to b' diich-irged ftom the further 

consideration of tht, s ibject 

E W "\JEDD4U(tH, (hauiian 



;at>y Google 



CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. 6D 

Report accepted and committee dischai'ged. 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
ei"al order. 

LIABILITY OF HUSBAKUS. 

By the committee on finance and taxation : 

The committee on finance and taxation, to whom was 
referred the proposition to amend Section 4, Article XVI., as 
to the liability of husbanda for the debts of their wives, accord- 
ing to the following resolntion, adopted on the 15th inst. : 

Resolved, That the committee on exemptions be instructed 
to report an amendment to Section 4, of Article XVI^ by add- 
ing to the said section the following : 

" And the husband of any married woman shall not be lia- 
ble for or on account of any debt or obligation of his wife 
contracted before her marriage, or contracted by her in rela- 
tion to her sole property after marriage ;" 

Respectfully report that they have considered the same, and 
have instructed me to report herewith the amendment, recom- 
mending that the same be adopted, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

D. H. JEROME, (Jlmirman. 

Report accepted -and committee discharged. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

BIIOIBIIITY OF ■^■OMEN FOR OFFICE, 

Mr. Withey offered the following : 

Resolved, That the committee on election be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of incorporating a provision in said 
article, in substance, that every woman above the age of twenty- 
one years, who shall have resided in this State three months, 
and in any township or ward ten days, shall be eligible to any 
office under the laws of the State, except as otherwise provided 
in section five of article four. 

The resolution was adopted. 
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BOUKDARIES AND SEAT OF GOVEEKMENT. — DIVISION OF 
POWBIiS, PREAMBLE. 

Article L, of Boundaries and Seat of Government ; Article 

III., of the Division of the Powers of Grovernment ; and tlie 

preamble to the Constitution, were severally read a third time, 

and referred to the committee on phraseology. 

GENEKAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, on the general order, Mr. Divine in the chair, and after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, and through their 
chairman, made the following report : 

REPORT OF THE COJIMinBE OF THE IVHOLB. 

The committee of the whole have had under further consid- 
eration Article IV., of the Legislative Department ; 

Have made some progress therein, bnt not having gone 
through therewith, have directed me to report that fact to the 
Commission, and ask leave to sit again, 

JOHN DIVINE, Chairman. 

Report accepted and leave granted. 

RECESS. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

The Commission took a recess until 3:30 P. M. 



AFEBRNOON SESSION". 
The Commission was called to order at 2:30 by the chair- 
man. 
Roll called ; quorum present. 

LEAVE OE ABSENCE. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

Mr. Withey was granted indefinite leave of absence, on 
account of the sickness of Hon, W. D. Foster. 



;at>yGoogle 



CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. 71 

GEJTERAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The CotninissioQ resolyed itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, Mr. Divine in the chair, and after some 
lime spent therein the committee rose, and through their 
chairman made the following report : 

REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had iindcr further con- 
sideration Article IV., of the Legislative Department, 

Have made some progress therein, but not having gone 
through therewith, have directed me to report that fact t-o the 
Commission, and ask leave to sit again. 

JOHN DIVINE, Chairman. 

Report accepted and leave granted. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Kilej, 

The Commission adjourned. 



TWENTIETH DAY. 

Lansing, Thursday, Sept. 18, 187S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman, 
Roll called ; quorum present. 

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE — WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE, 

By the committee on corporations, railroads, and elections : 
The committee on corporations, railroads, and elections, to 
whom was referred Article III., Elective Franchise, 

Eespectfnlly report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same hack to the 
Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that 
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the ameiidmentB be concurred in, and that the article when 
so amended do pass. 

The committee have also considered the matters embraced 
in the several resolutions referred to them relative to provid- 
ing for woman's suffrage, and have instructed me to report 
against adding any such provision to the constitution at 
present. 

The committee ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject. 

E. TV. MEDDAUGH, Chairmm. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the wliole, and placed on the 
general order. 

SALARIES, IMPEACHMENTS, TOWNSHIPS, EXECUTIVE. 

By the committee on arrangement and phraseology : 

The committee on arrangement and phraseology, to whom 
wag referred 

Article IX., of Salaries ; 

Article XII., of Impeachments and Itemovals from Office ; 

Article XI., of Townships ; 

Article V., of the Executive Department ; 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission with amendments thereto, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that ai-tieles when 
so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

H. H. HATCH, 
Adinr/ Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments made to article IX. were concurred in. 

The article was ordered printed and placed on the order of 
final passage. 

The amendments made to Article XII. were concurred in, 
except those in line one of section two, substituting the word 
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" if " for " when," and striking out the worJs '■' or otherwise " 
in line two of section five. 

The article was re-referred to the committee on arrange- 
ment and phraseology. 

Amendments made to Articles Y. and XI. were concurred 
in, and the articles ordered printed and placed on the order of 
final passage. 

BOUNDARIES, DIVISION OF POWERS, PHEAJIBLE. 

Article I. of Boundaries, 

Article III. of the Division of the Powers of the Govern- 
ment, and 

The Preamble to the Constitution, 

Having been read a third time, were referred to the commit- 
tee on arrangement and phraseology. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the general order, Mr. Divine in the chair, and after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, and through their 
chairman made the following report: 

KEPORT OP THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the wliole liave liad under further con- 
sideration Article IV., of the Legislative Department ; 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments he concurred in. 

The committee also recommend that the article be re-com- 
mitted to the committee on the legislatve department, with 
instructions to amend section two so as to provide that the 
Legislature shall divide the State into sixteen senatorial dis- 
tricts, each of which shall choose two senators, and that so 
soon as the Senate first elected under the provisions of this 
article shall meet, it shall cause the senators from each district 
to be divided by lot into two classes of one each ; the classes 
10 
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to be numbered first and second. The seats of the senators of 
the first class shall be vacated at the end of two years ; of the 
second class at the end of fonr years ; and after the first elec- 
tion there shall, biennially, be elected oiie senator in each 
district. 

JOHN DIVINE, 
Chairman of Committee. 
The amendments made to the article were concurred in. 
The question recurring on recommitting the article to the 
committee on the legislative department, with instructions as 
recommended by the committee, 
Mr. Moffatt demanded the yeas and nays. 
The recommendation of the committee was concurred in 
by yeas and nays as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Eiley, 

Cutcheou, Jerome, Wells, 

Devereaux, Meddaugh, "Will its, 

Giddings, 10 

NAYS. 
Mr. Divine, Mr. Pond, Mr. Woodward, 

Moffatt, Upson, 5 

The article was ordered reprinted, and recommitted to the 
committee on legislative department. 
Mr. Wells offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the committee on the legislative depart- 
ment be instructed to report the following as a substitute for 
section 33 of Article V- : 

Sec. 23. The Legislature shall not pass local or special laws 
in any of the following enumerated eases, for, 

1st. Divorcing any named party, or upon the subject of 
divorce. 
2d. Incorporating cities and villages. 

3d. Extending the time for the assessment or collection of 
taxes. 
4th. Changiog the name of any person. 
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5th. Adopting by any person any named person as his 
child or heir. 

6th. Authorizing the sale or conveyance of any real estate 
belonging to any person. 

?th. Vacating or altering any road laid out by the commis- 
sioners of highways, or any street, alley, or public ground in 
any city, Tillage, or in any recorded town plat. 

On motion of Mr. Wells, 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

EVENIKG SESSIONS, 

Mr. Devereanx offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That hereafter, the Commission employed tO' 
revise the Constitution of the State of Michigan, in addition 
to its daily labors, shall sit in session at least four evenings in 
the week for the purpose of completing its work, and protect- 
ing the pockets of the tax-payers of this glorious common- 
wealth. 

The resolution was not adopted. 



On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission took a recess until 2:30 P. M. 



AFTERNOOK SESSION. 
The Commission was called to order at 2:30 by the 
chairman. 
Koll called : quorum present. 
The regular order of business was resumed. 

STATE FAIR. 

Mr. Woodward offered the following resolution : 
Whereas, One of the greatest industrial exhibitions known 
to the history of Michigan is being held at Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and to the end that members of this Commission 
may attend said exhibition, 
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Resolved, That when this Commission adjourn to-flay, Sept. 
ISfch, it adjourn to meet on the 23d day of Sept., 1873, at 9 
o'clock, A. M. 

The resolution was not adopted. 

SEKATOES IK UPPER PENIITSCLA. 

Mr, Devereaux offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the legislative committee in modifying 
Article No. IV. be further instructed to provide for two senators 
in the upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaux the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, and after some time spent therein, the 
committee rose, and through their chairman made the fol- 
lowing report: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 
Article XVI., of Cities and Villages; Article XIX.-A., of Sail- 
roads. 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
nie to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the articles 
when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject, 

J. E, DBVEKBAUX, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the articles 
ordered reprinted, and placed on the order of third reading. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, 
The Commission adjourned. 
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TWENTY-FIEST DAY. 
Lapsing, Friday, SeptemUr 19, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum present. 

IMPEACHMENTS — BOUSDAEIES — PREAMBLE. 

By the committee on arrangement and phraseology : 

The committee on arrangement and phraseology, to whom 
was referred 

Article XII., of Impeachments and Eemovals from Office; 

Article I., of Boundaries and Seat of Government ; 

Preamble to the Constitution, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same.back to the 
Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that 
the amendments be concurred in, and that the articles when 
so amended do pass, and ask to he discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

ASHLEY POND, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the articles ordered 
reprinted and placed on the order of final passage. 

LEAVE OF ABSEHCE. 

Ob motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

Mr. Woodward was granted leave of absence until Monday 
next. 

IMPROVEMENT OF STREAMS. 

Mr. Jerome offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the committee on corporations he requested 
to consider the propriety of so amending the article on cor- 
porations as to provide for the improvement of streams, in 
substance as follows : 
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Corporations maybe created for the purpose of improving 
the navigation of the streams of the State for public use. 
Such corporations may be authorized by law to take private 
property for such purpose when necessary, upon making jast 
compensation therefore, and to collect tolls for the use of 
such improvement ; but such authority shall not interfere with 
the right of the public to use any Buch stream for any purpose 
for which it was capable of being used before such improve- 
ment was made. 

The resolution was adopted. 

ADJOURNMBST OF THE COMMISSION. 

Mr. Kiley offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Commission adjourn on Friday, the 96th 
day of September to the — day of October ensuing. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Crane offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of incorporating a provision in 
substance that any married woman may, by deed, or other 
proper conveyance, release to the husband all her claim, right 
or title to dower in the estate of her husband, and such con- 
veyance shall be as effectual to bar the dower of the wife in 
the estate of her husband as a jointure settled on her with 
her assent before marriage. 

The resolution was adopted. 

HXEMPTIONS EKOM TAXATION". 

Mr. Upson presented the following memorial r 

Hillsdale, Mich., Sept. 18, 1873. 
To the Honorable Commisaioa /of the Bevision of the ComUiuHon of the 

Stale of Miehigan : 

The undersigned would respectfully represent: that there 
have recently been published in the N. Y. Independent a series 
of editorial articles favoring "uniform taxation of all property," 
without exception in favor of religious or other societies. 
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Many honest and astuto men concur in the opinions on the 
eubject so ably enforced by the editor of that journal. The 
subject is respectfully suggested for yotir consideration. 

Our State law, in carrying out the laws of Congress, pro- 
Tides for the asseasment of the shares of stock in the National 
banks in this wise : That the taxes on shares owned by resi- 
dents outside this State shall, as a last resort, be paid by the 
banks themselves; that the taxes on the shares of residents 
shall be assessed to the ownei'S in the townships or wards 
where they reside. Wliy not have the same provision in rela- 
tion to insurance, or other companies organized under the 
laws of this State which do not pay a special tax directly into 
the treasury of the State, in lieu of all other taxes ? By law, 
as it now exists, the Michigan State Insurance Company (e. g.) 
is assessed in the township or ward where its principal office 
is situated (Adrian). The assessment is merely nominal. The 
company has a large amount of assessable property. When 
the assessor approaches a stockholder in this insurance com- 
pany and asks him for thoamountof his "moneys and credits," 
he frequently claims exemption on account of stock owned in 
insurance companies and assessed to the company elsewhere. 
This virtually proves an exemption in favor of such stock- 
holders. 

I would also call the attention of your honorable body to 
the exemptions of county farms from assessment. These ferms 
sometimes have an area of 200 or 300 acres, and occupy a large 
space in the school or highway district where they are situated. 
The schools and roads in such districts suffer, unless the own- 
ers of the residue of the property in these districts submit to 
much heavier taxes than they would be subjected to were it 
not for this non-taxable territory, and the personal property 
pertaining to it. 

I would suggest, also, for reasons that will readily occur to 
the Commission, that for the purpose of ascertaining the 
taxes in fractional school districts, the assessment be required 
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to be taken by "district assessors," instead of by towuship 
supervisors. This would promote uniform valuations witbin 
tbe limits of such fractional districts. 

These hints are thrown out to the wisdom of the Commis- 
sion to determine whether they shall be incorporated on the 
Constitution, or " rejected " to the discretion of the Legis- 
lature. 

Veiy respectfully, 

WM. R. MONTGOMERY. 

On motion of 3Ir. Hatchj 

The memorial was ordered printed in tbe journal, and laid 
on the table. 

FINANCE AND TAXATION. 

Article XIV,, of Finance and Taxation, was read a third 
time. 

Mr. Jerome moved that tbe same be i"e-committed to the 
committee of the whole and placed ou the general order. 

Which motion prevailed. 



Article X., of Counties, was read a third time. 

Mr. Upson, leave being grantee!, moved to amend the article 
by adding the following, to stand as a proviso to section : 

Provided, l^iiiit nothing herein contained shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the Legislature from organizing any 
county composed wholly of islands within the territory of the 
State, or discontinuing any such county, and attaching the 
same to the nearest county or counties on the main land. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Riley, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by inserting after the word '■' law," in the third line of section 
two, the following: "The Legislature may provide for the 
appointment by tbe Governor, of prosecuting attorneys, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate." 

The motion prevailed. 
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Mr. Pond, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by striking out section nine. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr, Crane, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by adding after the -woi-d " law," iu the second line of section 
one, the following : '■ In which theirpowers of taxation, bor- 
rowing money, and contracting dehta shall be restricted," 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Wells, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by adding the following, to stand as a part of section sis : 

'• A hoard of supervisors, consisting of one from each town- 
ship, and two in each village having a popnlation of not less 
than ten thousand, shall be established, with such powers as 
shall be prescribed by law." 

The motion prevailed. 

The article was referred to the committee on phraseology. 
COEPO RATIONS. 

Article XV., of Corporations, was read a third time, 

Mr. Willifcs, leave being granted, moved to amend the arti- 
cle bj striking out all of line three, in section eight, after the 
word " franchises," and all of line four in said section, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: "Foreign corpora- 
tions may be permitted to do business in this State under such 
limitations and restrictions as may be prescribed by law, but 
shall at all times he subject to all restrictions and limitations 
imposed, and shall have no greater rights than are conferred 
upon domestic coi-porations of like character ;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article was referred to the committee on p 



On motion of Mr. Devereans, 

The Commission took a recess until 2:30 P. M. 
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AFTBRNOOH SESSION-. 

The Commissiou was called to order by the ebairmau at 
2:30. 
Eoll called : quornm present. 

GEiTERAE OKDEE. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the general order, Mr. Moffatt in the chair, and after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose and throngh their 
chairman made the following report: 

KEPORT OP THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committtee of the whole have had under coneideratiou. 

Provisions relating to the appointment of judges to be sepa- 
rately snbmitted, and to stand as sections 3, 6, 7, 13, and 13 of 
Article VII., entitled " Judicial Department." 

Article XIV., of Finance and Taxation, 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommend- 
ing that the amendments be concurred in, and that the sec- 
tions and articles when so amended do pass, and ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 
S. C. MOFFATT, 
Ohairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments made by the committee were concurred 
in, except as to the amendment striking out the last clause of 
section six of the sections relating to the appointment of 
judges. 

The said amendment was concurred in by yeas and nays, as 
follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Upson, 

Divine, Pond, Willits, 

Devereaus, Riley, 8 
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Mr. Oronso, Mr. Giddings, Mr. Jerome, 

Cutcheon, Hatch, 



The sections and article were ordered printed .lod placed on 
the order of third reading. 

ADJOUHNMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 
The Commission adjonrned. 



TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 

Lansing, Saturday, September SO, 187S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Ohairman. 

On motion of Mr. Crouse, 

The Commiasioa adjourned until Monday afternoon at S.30 
o'clock. 



TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 

Lansing, Monday, September 22, 181S. 
The Commission was called to order at 3:30 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : no quorum present. 

a call of the house. 
On motion of Mr. Crane, a call of the house was ordered. 
The roll heing called, 

Messrs. Devereaux, Giddings, Hatch, and Jerome were found 
to be absent without leave. 

The bar of the Commission was ordered closed and the 
door-keeper was dispatched after absentees. 



;at>yGoogle 



84 JOUENAL OF THE 

The door-keeper reported Mr. Devereaus at the bar of the 
Commission. 

Ou motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

Mr. Devereaux was allowed to come -withiii the bar of the 
Commission and render hia excuse for being absent -withont 
leave. 

Mr. Devereanx having rendered hie excnse, stating that his 
absence was occasioned by illness, 

Mr. Riley moved that all further proceedings under call be 
dispensed with; 

Which motion prevailed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Crane, 
The Commission a^jonrned. 



TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 

Lansing, Tuesday, September 2S, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at !) o'clock by th& 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum present. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Mr. Pond, 

Mr. Meddaugh was granted indefinite leave of absence on 
account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Divine, 

Mr. Giddings ivas granted indefinite leave of absence on 
account of importalit and necessary business. 

TBNUEE OP EEAL ESTATE BY COEPOEATIONB. 
The Chairman presented to the Commission communica- 
tions from the Ludington Lumber Company of Chicago, and 
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of John Mason Loomis of the same place, adverse to the pro- 
posed provision limiting the title to lands held by corporations, 
bnt not actually occupied by them, to ten years. 
Referred to the committee on corporations. 

SESATOEIAL DISTRICTS, 

By the committee on the legislative department : 

The committee on the legislative department, to whoai was 
re-committed Article IV., Legislative Department, heretofore 
reported by them, with mstractions to amend the same in 
regard to the arrangement of senatorial districts, and the 
elective classification of Senators, respectfully report back the 
same with the following amendment, in accordance with said 
insti'octions, striking ont section two of said article, and snb- 
etitnting the following amended section to stand in place 
thereof: 

Sec. 2. The Senate shall consist of thirty-two members. At 
its first session after the adoption of this amended constitu- 
tion, the Legislature shall divide the Stjite into sixteen sena- 
torial districts, each of which shall choose two Senators. As 
Boon as the Senate first elected under the provisions of this 
article shall meet, it shall cause the Senators from eaoh sena- 
torial district to be divided by lot into two classes, to be num- 
bered first and second. The seats of the Senators of the 
first class shall be vacated at the end of two years; of the 
second class at the end of four years, and after the said first 
election there shall be elected biennially one Senator in each 
of said senatorial districts, who shall hold his office for four 
years. 

CHAS. UPSON, 
Chairman of Committee. 

The amendment was concurred in, the amended section 
read a first and second time, and referred to the committee on 
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GENERAL ELECTIONS. 



By the committee on legislative department : 

The committee on the legislative department, who were 
requested by resolution, introduced by the gentleman from 
Eaton, and adopted by the Commiasion, as follows, viz.: 

Eesolved, That the legislative committee he requested to 
inquire into the expediency of the following amendment to 
section one of Article XX.: 

Add to said section the following words : " And for the 
purpose of submitting such amendments, the annual town, 
ship meetings shall be taken and deemed to be a general elec- 
tion ;" 

Eespectfally import that in their judgment the amendment 
proposed is a judicious and proper one, and that its adoption 
would relieve the section of all doubts as to its construction, 
and would settle a question that has been much discussed in 
times past. It would also give an opportunity to submit 
amendments promptly after they have been discussed and 
passed upon by the legislature, and at an election where there 
'are not usually exciting political contests ' agitating the 
public mind and calling public attention away frqm the 
consideration of such proposed amendment.' But as the 
article in question has not been submitted to your committee 
to report upon, your committee re commend that the proposed 
amendment thereto be referred to the committee on arrange- 
ment, phraseology, etc., with instrnctions to amend section 
one of Ai"ticle XX., by adding the said amendment to it, and 
respectfully ask to be discharged from further consideration of 
the subject. 

CHARLES UPSON, 

Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amended section was read twice and i-eferred to the 
committee on phraseology. 
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PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR PUBLIC USE. 

Mr. Willits offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the committee on miscellaneous provisions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of reporting two 
sections, in substance aa follows: 

Sec. — . The private property of no person shall be taken 
for public use without just compensation therefor. When pri- 
vate property is taken for the use or benefit of the public, the 
necessity for using such property, except when to be nsed for 
the State, and the just compensation therefor shall be aseer- 
eeirtained by such tribunal as the legislature shall designate 
or create. 

Sec. — . Private property may be taken as provided in sec- 
tion — , for private roads, and for right of way for corpora- 
tions; but the compensation shall be first paid to the owner 
by the person or corporation benefited by such taking. All 
corporations which are or sball be common caiTiers, may take 
sufBcient of the lands of either persons or corporations for 
right of way, depots, stations, turnotiis, repair shops, docks, 
and wharves ; but whenever this right may infringe upon the 
franchises or encroach upon the lands of any incorporated 
company, except railroad crossings, it shall first be determined 
in such manner as the legislature shall prescribe, that the 
laud or franchises so proposed to be taken are not necessary 
for the exclusive use of such corporation, and will not prevent 
it in the exercise of its franchises. 

The resohttion was adopted. 

RAILROADS. 

Article XIX.-A. of Railroads was read a third time. 

Mr. Jerome, leave being granted, moved to amend section 
one of the article by striking out all after the word "legisla- 
ture," in the first line, to, but not including, the word " shall," 
in the third line, 

Mr. Upson moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
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the word " aliall," iu tlicfirst line, and inserting in lieu tlicreof 
the -word " may ; " 

Which motion prevailed. 

The question recurring on the motion as amended, the same 
ivaa not adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Wells, 

Hovereanx, Jerome, 5 

NAYS. 
Mr. CuteheoD, Mr. Pond, Mr. WilHts, 

Divine, Riley, Woodward, 

Moffatt, Upson, 8 

Mr. WiUits moved to substitute for section one the follow- 
ing: 

Sec, 1. The Legislature may, from time to time, pass laws 
establishing reasonable maximum rates of charges- for the 
transportation of passengers and freight on different railroads 
in this State, and shall prohibit running contracts between 
such railroad companies whereby discrimination is made in 
favor of either of such companies as against other companies 
owning connecting or intersecting lines of railroads. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Jerome, leave being granted, moved to amend the arti- 
cle by striking out section two ; 

Which motion did not prevail. 

Mr. WiUits, leave being granted, moved to amend the arti- 
cle by striking out, in first line of section three, the words 
" owning or operating a railroad," and insert in lieu thereof 
the following words : " doing business ;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr, Willits offered the following amendment : Add after 
the word " assets," in fifth line of section three, the following 
words : " which book shall at all times be open to the inspec- 
tion of any stockholder, and of such officer or ofBcers of the 
State as shall be designated by law. 

The motion prevailed. 
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Mr. Crane moved to amend the article by striking out sec- 
tion four. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hateli moved to amend the article by etriking out sec- 
tion five. 

Pending which motion, 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission took a recess till 2:30. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Commission was called to order by the chairman at 
2:30. 
Roll called : qnorum present. 

LEAVE OF ABSEITCE. 

On motion of Mr. Willits, 

Leave of absence was gi'anted Mr. Woodward until to-mor- 
row. 

HAILROADS. 

The consideration of Article XIX — A, on Railroads, was 
resumed. Pending the question on striking out section 5, 

On motion of Mr. Crane, the article was recommitted to the 
committee of the whole and placed on the general order. 

CITIES ASD VILLAGES. 

Article XVI,, of Cities and Villages, was read a third time. 
Mr. Pond, leave being granted, moved to amend the same by 
striking out the second section. 
The motion prevailed. 
The article was referred to the committee on phraseology. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPABTMENT. 

Article V. of the Legislative Department w^s read a third 
time. 

12 
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Mr. Jerome, leave being granted, moyed to amend the arti- 
cle by adding to section two the following; "In making the 
first apportionment under this section, the Upper Peninsula 
shall constitute one district;" 

Which motion prevailed, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Devereaux, Mr. Eiley, 

Crouse, Hatch, Wells, 

Catcheon, Jerome, Willits, 9 

NAYS. 
Mr, Divine, Mr. Pond, Mr. Upson, 

Moffat, 4 

Mr. Wells, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by substituting the following in place of section twenty-two : 

Sec. 22. The Legislature shall not pass local or special laws 
in any of the following enumerated cases, for, 

Ist. Divorcing any named party, or upon the subject of 
divorce ; 

2d. Incorporating cities and villages ; 

3d. Estending the time for tlie assessment or collection of 
taxes ; 

4th. Changing the name of any person ; 

gth. Adopting by any person any named person as his child 
or heir ; 

6th. Authorizing the sale or conveyance of any real estate 
belonging to any person ; 

7th. Vacating or altering any road laid out by the commis- 
sioners of highways, or any street, alley, or public ground in 
any city, village, or in any recorded town plat. 

The motion did not prevail, 

Mr. Eiley, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by striking out the word "three," wherever the same is used 
with reference to tlie compensation of members of the Legisla- 
ture, and inserting in lieu thereof the word " four." 

Mr. Hatch moved to amend by inserting the word " five." 

The motion did not prevail. 
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The question reeurring on Mr. Riley's amendment, it was. 
adopted. 

Mr. Orouee, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by adding to section two the following: "In organizing the 
eenatorial districts in the Lower Peninsula, the Legislature- 
shall so arrange them that each district shall contain as. 
nearly as may bean equal number of inhabitants, and shall 
consist of convenient and contigaous territory ;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article was referred to the committee on phraseology. 

LOCAL OPTION. 

The committee on the legislative department, who were 
requested to report to the Commission in pursuance of the 
following resolutions, viz : 

Resolved, That the legislative committee be requested to 
report to the Commission the expediency of so amending Sec. 
47 of Article IV. of the existing constitution of this State, as 
to empower the Legislature to authorize the granting of 
licenses for the sale of spirituous liquors upon the following 
conditions : 

1st, That the question of license or no license shall be sub- 
mitted to the electors of any city, village, or town, in the 
manner to be provided by law ; 

2d, If a majority of such electors are in favor of licensing 
the traffie in their respective municipalities, then the proper 
authorities of such municipality to have the exclusive control 
of the granting of licenses, and the moneys arising therefrom 
to enter into the general fund of such city, etc.; 

3d, When the electors, etc., shall be opposed to licensing 
the traffic, then, as to such city, village, etc., prohibitory laws, 
to be in force; 

Respectfully report that, in their judgment, any law on that, 
subject ought to be uniform in its operation throughout the 
State, and not be left to local option to determine whether or 
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not it shall be in force in each particular locality, and thus be 
a constant occasion for political excitement at each recurring 
township or city election. There is also something repugnant 
to the moral sense of the community in the idea of liceusing, 
and thus apparently legalizing a traffic which is so prolific of 
evil to individuals and to society, although the real object of 
snch licensing may be the regulation of, or restraining to some 
extent, this business. 

The fact that the present State law is not practically 
enforced in many parts of the State, may be a proper argu- 
ment to be addressed to the Legislature, which can at any 
time change the law and remedy these defects which experi- 
ence may point out, by further legislation. 

So far as regulating the traffic or raising a rovenne therefrom 
if the business is allowed to be carried on, the changes that 
have already been proposed in other parts of the constitntion 
by the Commission, have made ample provision, and if the 
public sentiment demands the repeal of the present prohibi- 
tory law, the Legislature has now, as it always has had, the 
power to change it, and allow the traffic to be carried on, and 
may impose such taxation thereon, and under such regulations 
as it sees lit. 

The regulation of the traffic and the raising of revenue 
therefrom, under the late decision of the Supreme Court, 
would seem, under the present constitution, to he within the 
control of the Legislature, and tinder the proposed changes 
made by the Commission, there can certainly be no question 
of the power of the legislature in this regard. 

A majority of your committee are therefore of opinion that 
it is not expedient to amend section 47, of Article IV., as pro- 
posed by said resolution, and they report back said resolution, 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. 

CHARLES UPSON, 
JOHN DIVINE. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 
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Mr. Grouse, of the committee, asked leave to jiresent a 
minority report at some future time. 
Leave granted. 

EDUCATION. 

By the committee on phraseology, etc.: 

The committee on phraseology, etc., to whom was referred 

Article SIIL, entitled, Education, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same hack to 
the Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that 
the amendments be concurred in, and that the article when ao 
amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

ASHLEY POND, 
Ohairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the article ordered 
printed, and placed on the order of final passage. 

LBATE OF ABSEHCE, 

Mr. Upson asked and obtained lea\e of absence for himself 
until Tuesday morning next. 

ADJOURNMENT, 

On motion of Sir. Wells, 
The Commission adjourned. 



TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

Lansing, Wednesday/, September 24, 1S7S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum present- 
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COEPOKATIONS. 



By the committee on phraseology: 

The committee on phraseology, to whom was referred 

Article XV. entitled, of Corporations, 

Eespectfuliy report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the CommisBion with amendment thereto, recommending 
that the amendment beconcarred in, and asl; to be discharged 
from the further coneideration of the subject. 

H. H. HATCH, 
For Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments were concmred in and the article ordered 
printed, and placed on the order of final passage. 

LICENSING THE HALE OF LIQUOES. 

Mr. Crane oEfered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the legislative depart- 
ment be instructed to inquire into tlie expediency of framing 
a section to be submitted separately, and if adopted, to stand 
in tlie place of section 47 of Article IV. of the present conati- 
tation, in manner following; 

Sec. 47. The Legislature shallj at their first session after 
the adoption of this amendment, pass all necessary laws regu- 
lating the granting of licenses for the sale of spirituous and 
intoxicating liquors, or for imposing a special tax upon the 
traffic in the same. 

The resolution was adopted. 

FINANCE AND TAXATION. 

Article XIV., of Finance and Taxation, w^ read a third time. 

Mr. Riiey, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by adding the following, to stand as a part of section eight: 
" The Legislature shall provide by law for rejecting all claims 
against the State, unless presented within a time to be therein 
filed." 
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The motion 


pre\ 


.■ailed by yeas imd 


nayi 


5 as follows: 








YEAS. 






Mr. Crane, 
Divine, 
Deveraiix, 




Mr. 


. Hatcb, 
Jerome, 
Moffatt, 
NAYS. 




Mr. Rilev, 
Weils, 


Mr. Crouse, 
Cutcbeon, 






Meddaugli, 
Willits, 




Wood ward. 



The article was referred to the committee on phraseology. 
GENEEAl OBDEH. 

On motion of Mr. Woodward, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, on the general order, and after some time spent therein, 
the committee rose and through their chairman made the fol- 
lowing report: 

EEi'ORT OP iiiE Committee of the ■whole. 

The committee of the whole have had nnder consideration 

Article II., Bill of Eights ; and 

Article III. of the Elective Franchise ; 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the articles 
when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

L. WOODWARD, 
Oliairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments made to the articles were concurred in. 

Mr. Hatch moved that Article III. be referred back to the 
committee on elections, with instructions to strike out the 
word " male " wherever the same occurs in section one ; 

The motion did not prevail by yeas and nays as follows- 

YEAS. 

Mr. Crouse, Mr. Willits, a 
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NAYS. 



Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, Mr Pond, 

Cutcheoii, Jerome, Riley, 

Divine, MeddaugL, Welle, 

Devereaux, Moffatt, Woodward, 

The articles were placed on the order of third reading. 

RECESS. 

On motion of Mr. Kiley, 

The Coranaission took a recess until 2 : 30 P. M. 



AITEKNOOH" SESSION. 

The Commission was called to order by the Chaiiinan at 
2:30. 

Roll called: qnornm present. 

LEGISLATIVB. — FINANCE. — COUNTIES, — ESEM PTION S. 

By the committee on phraseology : 

The committee on phraseology, to whom was referred Arti- 
cle IV. of the Legislative Department, Article XrV. of Finance 
and Taxation, Article X., Counties, and Article XVI., Exemp- 
tions, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that the 
amendments be concurred in, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

ASHLEY POND, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

Tiie amendments made to the articles hy tlie committee 
were concurred in. 

The articles were ordered printed and placed on the order 
of final passage. 
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JUDICIAL DEPABTMENT — EXEMPTIONe. 

On motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

Article VII. of the Judicial Department was taken from the 
table and placed on the order of third reading. 

Article XIV. of Exemptions, was taken from the table, and 
referred to the committee #n phraseology. 

LIMITATIOS" OF AMOUNTS IN ACTION. 

Mr. Crane offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the judiciary committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of adopting a provision limiting 
the right of trial by jury in civil causes in courts of record, to 
cases where the amount in controversy shall exceed the sum 
of twenty-five dollars. 

The resolution was adopted. 

ARTICLE ON" AMENDMENTS. 

On motion of Mr. Pond, the committee on the judicial 
department was instructed to report back the article relative 
to amendments to the constitution. 

Mr, Pond, from the committee on the judicial department, 
reported verbally that the committee had had under consider- 
ation the article relative to amendments, had made no amend- 
menta thereto, and asked to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the subject. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was referred to the committee on education. 

SCHKDULE. 

Mr. Hatch moved that a special committee of three he 
appointed on schedule, but desired to be excused from serving 
on said committee. 

The motion prevailed. 

The Chairman appointed as such committee, Messrs. Kiley, 
Wells, and Willits. 
13 
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ADJOUENMEHT. 
On motion of Mr. Riley, 
The Commission adjourned. 



TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 
Lansing, Thursday, September 25, 1S7S. 
The CommissioQ was called to order at 9 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum present 

IMPROVEMENT OF STREAMS. 

By the committee on corporations: 

The committee on corporations, to whom was referred a 
resolution instructing the committee to consider the propriety 
of so amending the article on corporations of the State con- 
stitution as to proTide for the improvement of streams, 

Eespeetfally report that they have had the matter under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the same 
back to the Commission, without recommendation. 

E. W. MEDDATTGH, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

The proposed section was ordered printed in hiU form, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the 
general order. 

STATE OFFICERS, 

By the committee on State officers: 

The committee on State officers, to whom was referred Arti- 
cle VIIL, of State Officers, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same hack to 
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the Commission with amendmsnt thereto, reeommeuding that 
the amendment be concurred in, and that tlie article when so 
amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the subject. 

H. G. WELLS, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

AMENDMENT AND REVISION. 

By the committee on education, etc. : 

The committee on education, etc., to whom was referred 
Article XX., entitled Amendment and Eevisioa of the Con- 
stitution, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that 
the amendments be concurred in, and that the same when so 
amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

EDWAED WILLIT8, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read a first and second time, ordered printed, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the gen- 
eral order. 

By the committee on judiciary; 

The committee on judiciary, to whom was referred the reso- 
Intious of Mr. Willets, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and havedirected me to report the same back to the 
Commission with amendment thereto, recommending that 
the amendment be concurred in, and that the same when 
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so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

H. H. HATCH, 
For Chairman of Committee. 
Report accepted and committee discharged. 
The resolutions were read a first and second time, ordered 
printed, referred to the committee of the whole, and placed 
on the general order. 

BCHBDULE. 

By the special committee on Schedule : 

The special committee to whom was referred the schedule 
of the Constitution of 1850, 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under eon- 
fiideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission and that the schedule when so amended do 
pass, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. 

H. H. RILEY, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The schedule was read a first and second time, ordered 
printed, referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on 
the general order. 

GENERAL ELECTIONS. 

By the committee on phraseology, etc.: 

The committee on phraseology, etc, to whom was referred 

Proposed amendment to Section 1, Article XX ; 

Respectfully report that they hare had the same tinder con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission without amendment, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

ASHLEY POND, 

Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 
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On motion of Mr. Pond, 

The proposed amendment was laid on the table. 

IICEITSISQ THE 8ALE OF LIQUORS. 

By the minority of the committee on Legislative Depart- 
ment: 

The undersigned, member of the legislative committee, to 
which committee was referred the following: 

Resolved, That the legislative committee be requested to 
reporc ti> the Commission the expediency of so amending Sec. 
47 of Article IV. of the existing constitntion of this State, as 
to empower the Legislature to authorize the granting of 
licenses upon the following conditions: 

1st, That the qnestion of license or no license shall be sub- 
mitted to the electors of any city, village, or town, in the 
manner to he provided by law ; 

2d, If a miijoritj of such electors are in favor of licensing 
the traffic in their respective municipalities, then the proper 
authurilies of such municipality to have the exclusive control 
of the granting of licenses, and the moneys arising therefrom 
to enter into the general fund of such city, etc.; 

3d, When the electors, etc., shall be opposed to licensing 
the trafBc, then, as to such city, village, etc., prohibitory laws 
to be in force; 

Would n t^pectfully submit the following minority report : 

That, while there may exist some valid objections to the 
principleof local option set forth in the above resolutions, the 
undersigned cannor. agree with the majority of this committee 
aa to the reasons set forth in the report made by them for 
reji'cting the above resolutions. 

The present constitntion expressly forbids the Legislature 
making any laws granting license for the sale of spirituous 
liquors, thus embarrassing the action of that body, and abso- 
lutely preventing ihem from passing any laws in regard to 
such traffic, bo that the State may derive some revenue there- 
from. 
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The experience of the past has shown that the prohibitorj 
law is impracticable, and has utterly failed to aocomplish the 
end so fondly anticipated by its projectors. While it has been 
in force the sale of intoxicating liquors has been carried on, 
intemperance has increased, rather than diminished, and the 
law-making power has been powerless, except to insist npon 
prohibitory laws. 

The sentiment of the majority, in their report, that "There 
is also something repugnant to the moral sense of the com- 
munity in the idea of licensing, and thus apparently legalizing 
ft traffic which is so prolific of evil to individuals and to soci- 
ety, although the real object of such licensing may be the reg- 
ulation of, or restraining, to some extent, this business," is not 
accepted by the majority of the people of this State, and is, 
indeed, the subject of sentimental theories, and of no practi- 
cal importance whatever. The Federal government ignores 
snch notions of " repugnance to the moral sense of the coni- 
munities," and reaps a great revenue from a tax imposed upon 
this traffic. And the people of this State, after testing for 
some twelve years the virtues of the prohibitory laws, in 1867, 
by Bome 14,000 majority, voted against prohibition, and in 
favor of a hcense system. 

The opinion of the majority of the committee, that under 
existing laws, as interpreted by the Supreme Court, ample 
power exists in the Legislature to raise arevenue upon this traffic 
is hardly correct, as will be readily seen by examination of the 
decision of the Supreme Court referred to, and with present 
laws. And if the power to tax the traffic exist, — if the policy 
of the existing law be to tolerate a system bo " repugnant to 
the moral sense of the community," why not place the sub- 
ject beyond all doubt, and where it will be fully understood, 
and its benefits secured to the people ? 

The principle of the above resolutions is to refer this whole 
subject to the people. If any municipality choose to abandon 
all attempts at the exploded theory of prohibition, and impose 
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a tax upon this traffic and keep it within proper bounds, there 
Beema no good reason why this right shonld he denied them, 
simply because their neighbor still insists upon the illusion of 
prohibition. 

Theoretically, the plan enggeated in the resolatiou aeema 
jnat; in practice, incon?enieneea may result. Of this, the 
undersigned is nnable to say. But that the organic law should 
be changed in this regard, is obvious, for the following rea- 
sons: 

1st, Because the present prohibitory law haa failed to sup- 
press the traffic ; 

2d, Becanae, with the existing constitutional provision, the 
Legislature is prohibited from passing a license law ; 

3d, Because the people of the State desire a change of the 
law; 

4th, For the reason that the cause of temperance will be 
advanced by a well guarded law imposing a tax upon the trafiB,c, 

The undersigned, therefore, trusts that the Commission will 
take this subject under serious consideration, and adopt some 
provision upon this subject that will meet the wants of the 
people aud the necessities of the occasion. 

And for that purpose, the undersigned offers the folio wiug 
as a substitute for Sec. 36 of Article IV : 

License may be granted for the sale of ardent spirits or 
other intoxicating liquors, by the several township boards, and 
the city aud village authorities of the aeveral cities and villages 
in this State ; but no person or persons shall so engage with- 
out a license, under penalty of three hundred dollars for the 
first offense, and of five hundred dollars, or imprisonment for 
one year, one or both, as the Legislature may provide by law; 
and the several authorities shall grant no license, without the 
person or persons obtaining the same shall have first paid into 
the treasury of such township, city, or village the sum of three 
hundred dollars, or more, as the Legislature may provide by 
law, and in no ease shall any person or persons obtaining a 
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license sell such liqaora to any insane or idiotic person, pau- 
per, or common drunkard, under penalty of forfeiting his or 
their license. All such license fees shall be applied to, and 
become a part of, the primary school fund. 

The Legislature shall enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article. 

Al! of which is respectfully submitted. 

IRA D. GROUSE. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Meddaugh, 

The report was laid on the table. 

JUDICIAL DEPAETMBNT, 

Article VII., of the Judicial Department, was read a third 
time. 
Mr. Hatch, leave being granted. 

Moved to amend the article by substituting for the second 
section the second section of printed number thirty-flve; 
Which motion prevailed by yeas and nays as follows : 
YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Riley, 

Orouse, Jerome, Wells, 

Cutcheon, Meddaugh, Willits, 

Divine, Moffatt, Withey, 

Jievereaux, Pond, Woodward, 15 

NATS. 

Mr. Hatch moved to amend the article by substituting for 
section six the corresponding section of printed number 
thirty-five ; 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hatch moved to amend the last substituted section by 
adding thereto the following: "Eiich of the judges of the 
Supreme Court may perform the duties of a circuit judge ; " 
Which motion did not prevail. 

Mr, Meddangh . moved to amend the article by substituting 
for section seven the corresponding section of printed number 
thirty-five;" 
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Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Riley moved to amend the article by adding the follow- 
ing to Bectiou eigh t : 

" The Legislature may provide for the trial of causes, at any 
term of any circuit court, by any attorney at law, to be 
appointed by the circuit jadge, or by stipulation of parties, so 
that more than one trial may progress at the same time and 
place; rat the judge of the circuit shall in all cases sign the 
record." 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays as follows: 
YEAS. 



Mr. Grouse, 
Divine, 


Mr. 


Hatch, 
Riley, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Willits, 


Mr. Crene. 
Outcheon. 
Devereaoi, 
Jerome, 


Mr. 


Meddaugh, 

Moffalt, 

Pond, 


Mr. Wells, 
Withej, 
Woodward, 



19 

Mr. Pond moved to amend the article by adding to seetioa 
nine the following: 

■' The ajipellate jurisdiction of said courts shall not extend 
to any cjise in which thi' am juot or value of Che thing in con- 
troversy is less thau twenty-five dollars, exclusive of costs, 
except upon allowance of an appeal or writ of certiorari by the 
judge of the court entitled to exercise such appellate jnrisdie- 
tion." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Middaiigh moved to substitute for section thirteen the 
corresponding seciion of printed number thirty-five. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article was refened to the committee on phraseology. 

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE. 

Article III., of the Elective Franchise, was read a third time 
and referred to the committee on phraseology. 
14 
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BILL OF EIGHTS. 

Article IL, Bill of Eights, was read a third time- 
Mr. Woodward offered the following as a substitute for sec- 
tion two : 

Sec. 2. No law shall he passed respecting the establishment 
of a religion, or r tricting the free exercise thereof. No per- 
son shaJl be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place 
of religions worship, or to pay tithes, taxes, or other rates, for 
the support of any minister of the gospel or teacher of reli- 
gion ; but this section shall not be so construed as to relieve 
any person from any specific peeaniary obligation Toluntarily 



The substitute was not adopted. 

Mr. Pond moved to amend the article by striking out all of 
section seven after the word " record," in the fourth line. 
The motion prevailed by yeas and nays as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Divine, 
Meddaiigh, 


Mr. Pond, 
Riley, 

Wells, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Willits, 
Woodward, 


Mr. Crouse, 
Cutcheon, 
Devereaus, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 

RECESS. 


Mr. Moffatt, 
Withey, 


On motion of Mr. Crane, 




The Commission 


took a recess until 2:30 P. M. 



AFTEBNOOS SESSION. 
The Commission was called to order by the chairman at 
3:30. 
Roll called r quorum present. 
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BILL OF BIGHTS. 



The consideration of Article II., Bill of Rights, was resumed 


on the order of third reading. 

Mr. Pond moved to amend the article by striking out sec- 
tion twenty-three. 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows : 




YEAS. 




Mr. Meddangb, 
Moffatt, 


Mr. Pond, 
Eiley, 
NAYS. 


Mr. Wells, 

Willits, « 


Mr. Cronse, 
Cutcheon, 
Divine, 


Mr. Devereanx, 
Hatch, 


Mr. Withej, 
Woodward, 

S 



The article was referred to tlie committee on phraseology. 

QENEKAL OKDEE. 

On motion of Mr. Hateh, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whol& 
on the general order, Mr. Divine in the chair, and after some 
time spent therein the committee rose, and throngh their 
chairman made the following report : 

HEPOET OF THE COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 

Article XIX.-A., of Eailroads ; 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to repert the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article 
when so amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

JOHN DIVINE, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Beport accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments made to the article by the committee of 
the whole were concurred in, eicept as to those by which sec- 
tions five and seven were struck out. 
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The amendment by which section five was strielcen out was 


not concurred in. 


, by yeas and nays, i 
YEAS. 


IS follows: 


Mr. Crane, 
Cpouse, 
Devereaux, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 

NATS. 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 

t 


Mr. Cutcheon, 
Divine, 
Meddangh, 


Mr. MotTatt, 
Pond, 
Eiley, 


Mr. Willehi, 
Withey, 

8 



The amendment by which section seven was stricken onfc 
was concurred in, by yeas and nays, as Ibllows; 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crime, 
Cutcheon, 
Divine, 
Hatch, 


Mr. Jerome, 
Meddangh, 
Pond, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Willils, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 

10 


Mr. Crouse, 
Devereaui, 


Mr. Moffatt, 
Eiley, 


Mr. Wells, 

5 


The article waa 


ordered printed and 


placed on the order of 


third reading. 






JITDICIAI,— BILL OF BIQHTS — ELECTIVE FHAN0HI8E. 



By the committee on phraseology: 

The committee on phraseology, to whom was referred 

Article VII., of Judicial Department ; 

Article II., Bill of Eights ; 

Article III., of the Elecrive Franchise; 

Eespectfully report that they ha^e had rhf same under con- 
sideration, and have directi-d me to re|iort the sumu hact to the 
Commission with amendments thereto, recommending that 
the amendments be concurred in, and iisk to t.e discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, 

ASHLEY POND, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee dischtii^;ed. 
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The amendments were concurred in, and the articles 
ordered printed, and placed on the order of final passage. 
ADJOURNMENT. 
On motion of Mr. Crane, 
The CommiBsioa adjourned. 



TWENTY- SEVENTH DAY. 

Lansing, Friday, September ^6, 187S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 



Chairman. 



CITIES AND VILLAGES. 



By the committee on phraseo5ogy : 

The committee on phraseology, to whom was referred 

Arlicle XVI., entitled Cities and Villages, 

Eespectfiilly report that they have had the same under con- 
flideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Commission without amendment, and ask to be discharged 
ffom the further consideration of the subject. 

H. H. HATCH, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was ordered printed and placed on the order 
offi 



LEAVE OP ABSENCE. 

Mr. Willits asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. Riley 
nntil Tuesday next. 

Mr. Hatch asked and obtained leave of absence for himself 
indefinitely ; 

Also, for Mr. Jerome until Tuesday next. 
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ADJOURNMETrr. 
On motion of Mr. Withey, 

The Commission adjourned until Tuesday next, at 3 o'clock 
P.M. 



TWENTY-EIGHT DAY. 

Lansing, Tuesday, September SO, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 
Eoll called : quorum present. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. Meddaugh asked and obtained indefinite leave of absence 
for Mr. Giddinga on account of necessary business. 

RilLBOAOa. 

Article X1X.-A, of Railroads was read a third time. 

Mr, Meddangh, leave being granted, moTed to amend tlie 

article, by adding after the words " received by it," in the third 

line of section four, the words, "equal to seventy-five per cent 

of the par value of such bonds or evidences of indebtedness ;" 

Which motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays as follows : 

YEAS. 

Mr. Pood, 

Kiley, 

NAYS. 

Mr. Devereaux, 

Jerome, 

Mr. Devereaux, leave being granted, moved to amend the 
article by striking out section five ; 
Which motion did not prevail by y 
YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Jerome, 

Devereaus, Wells, 



Mr. Meddaugh, 
Moffatt, 



Mr. Crane, 
Cutcheon, 



Mr. Upson, 
Willi ts. 



Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 



s and nays as follows: 



Mr. Woodward, 
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NAYS. 
Mr. Crouse, Mr. Moffatt, Mr. Upson, 

Cutcheon, Pond, Willits, 

Meddaugh, Riley, 8 

Mr. Woodward, leave being granted, moved to amend the 
article by striking out of the second line of section five, the 
words " holding or exercising any civil ofBce or appointment ;" 

Which motion preyailed. 

Mr. DDvereaiis, Jeave being granted, moved to amend the 
article by striking out of section one all after the word 
"laws" in the first lino, to and including the word "and" in 
the second line, and also by striking out all of said section 
after the word " State " in the third line ; 

Which motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Jerome, Mr. Woodward, 5 

Devereaux, Wells, 

NAYS. 

Mr, Grouse, Mr. Moffatt, Mr Upson, 

Cutcheon, Pond, Willits, 8 

Meddaugh, Eiley, 

The article was referred to the committee on phraseology. 

OENEEAt OKDEB. 
On motion of Mr. Willits, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the general order, Mr, Pond in the chair, and after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, and through their 
chairman made the following report : 

REPORT OF THE COMMIITEE OP THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 
Article VIIL of State Officers ; 

Article XX, of Amendments and Kevision of the Conatita- 
tion; 

Article , of the Improvement of Streams ; and 

The Schedule ; 
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Have made snnttry amendmenta thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the sections 
and articles when so amended do pass, and aak to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the sabject. 

The committt«e of the whole have aJso had under considera- 
tion 

Article XVII. of the Militia ; 

Have made no amendments thereto, and hare directed me 
to report the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that it do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject. 

The committee of the whole have a!so had under considera- 
tion 

Certain sections relating to the taking of private property 

for public and private use, and have directed me to report the 

same hack to the Commission, with a recommendation that it 

he referred back to the committee on miscellaneous proTisions. 

ASHLEY POND, 

Chairman of Committee. 

Eeport accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments made to the three first named articles were 
concurred in, and the articles ordered printed, and placed on 
the order of third reading. 

Article XVII. Teas placed on the order of third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Moffatt, 

The schedule was recommitted to the committee on that 
subject. 

The recommendation of the committee as to the last named 
sections was concurred in. 

SAILBOADS. 

By the committee on phraseology : 

The committee of phraseology to whom was referred 

Article XIX.-a ; 

Eespectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
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sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the commiasion without amendment, and ask to be discharged 
from further consideration of the subject 

ASHLEY POND, 
Ohairman. 
Report accepted and committee discharged. 
The article was ordered printed, and placed on the order of 
final passage. 

ADJOrRNMBNT. 

On motion of Mr. Grouse, 
The Commission adjourned. 



TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

Lansing, Wednesday, Octoher 1, 187$. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman. 
Boll called: quorum preeent. 

CORPORATIONS OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL. 

Mr. Pond moved that 

Article XVI., of Corporations other than municipal, and 
Article XIX.-A, of Bailroads, be referred back to the commit- 
tee on phraseology, with instructions to combine the same 
into a single article ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

The committee on phraseology thereupon submitted the 
following report : 

The committee on phraseology, to whom was referred 

Act XIX.-A, and Article XVI., 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and haye directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission, the several sections thereof combined into a 
15 
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single article, to atand as article XV., of Corporations other 
than Muuicipal, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

ASHLEY POKD, 
Chairman of Committee. 
Report accepted and committee discharged. 
The combined article was ordered printed, and placed on 
the order of final passage. 

MILITIA. 

Article XVII., of the Militia, was read a third time, ordered 
printed, and placed on the order of final passage. 

AMBITDMBNT AND EEVISION OF THE CONBTITUTION. 

Article XX., of Amendment and Eevision of the Constitu- 
tion, was read a tliird time, and referred to the committee on 



PINAL PASSAGE. 
On the order of final passage the Commission considered, as 
in committee of the whole. Articles I., IL, III., and IV, 
During the consideration of the last named article, 
Mr. MofFatt moved to amend the same by substituting for 
section two the corresponding section as originally reported by 
tho committee on legislative department; 
The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays ;vs follows : 
YEAS. 

Mr. Meddaugh, Mr. Moffatt, Mi-. Pond, 

Woodward, 4 

NAYS. 
Mr, Crane, Mr, Derereaux, Mr. Wells, 

Cronse, Jerome, Willits, 

Cutcheon, Eiley, Withey, 9 

Mr. Woodward moved to amend the article by substituting 
the word "three "in place of " four " in the first line of section 
fifteen, relating to the compensation of members of the Legis- 
lature. 



;at>yGoogle 



CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. ] 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays as follows: 
YEAS. 
Mr. Wells, Mr. "Woodward, 

NAYS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Meddaugh, Mr. Riley, 

Crouse, Moffatt, Wiilits, 

Cutcheon, Pond, "Withey, 



On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 

The Commission took a recess until 2:30 P. M. 



AFTERNOON" 8ES8IOJT. 

The Commission was called to order by the chairman at 
2:30. 

Boll called; quorum present. 

AMENDMENT AWD REVISION OF THE CONSTITOTION. 

By the committee on phraseology, etc. : 

The committee on phraseology, etc., to whom was referred 

Article XX., entitled "Amendment and Eeyision of the 
Constitntion," 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission without amendment, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

ASHLEY POND, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was ordered printed, and placed on the order of 
final passage. 

RESTRICTING LOCAL TAXATION. 

By the committee on finance and taxation : 
The committee on finance and taxation, to whom was 
referred a resolution directing an inquiry into the expediency 
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of restricting muuicipal corporations from creating debts, 
respectfully report that, after considering the subject, together 
with the financial condition of many of the cities of the State, 
they have directed me to report herewitli a section providing 
for such limitation at ten per cent of their assessed Talnation. 

They also herewith report a statement from the financial 
exhibits furnished by several of the prominent cities of the 
St^te. 

Kespectfnlly submitted. 

D. H. JEROME, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The proposed section is as follows : 

Sec. ?. Hereafter no city shall become indebted to an 
amount exceeding ten per cent of its assessed valuation, includ- 
ing debts incurred by and for school districts within the cor- 
porate limits of such city. 

The financial exhibit referred to in the report is as follows 
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LICENSING THB SALE OP LIQUORS. 

By the committee on legislative department: 
The committee on the legislative department, ivlio 
ittstrncted as follows, yiz. : 
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"Resolved, That the committee on the legislative depart- 
ment be instructed to inquire into the expediency of framing 
a section to be submitted separately, and if adopted, to stand 
in the place of Eection 47 of Article IV. of the present consti- 
tution, in manner following: 

"Sec. 47. The Legislature shall, at their first session after 
the adoption of this amendment, pass all necessary laws regn- 
Jating the granting of licenses for the sale of spirituous and 
intoxicating liquors, or for imposing a special tax npon the 
traffic in the same;" 

Eespeetfully report that in the absence of one of their num- 
ber, they are unable to agree upon any recommendation for or 
against the proposition contained in the said resolution, and 
they therefore report back the said proposed section in the 
form of a separate proposition, to oe submitted at the time of 
the submission of the proposed amended constitution, without 
any recommendation in regard to the same, and ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 
CHAS. UPSON, 
lEA D. GROUSE. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The proposed section is as follows : 

At the election when this amended constitution shall be 
submitted to the electors of this State for adoption or rejec- 
tion, there shall also be submitted to such electors the follow- 
ing proposition, to stand, in ease of its adoption, as Section 
47 of Article IV., in the present constitution of this State, in 
place of said section 47 in said Article IV., as it now stands, 
and of section 36 in said Article IV., in said proposed 
amended constitution, if adopted, Tiz.: 

" Section 47. The Legislature shall, at its first session after 
the adoption of this section, pass all necessary laws regulating 
the granting of licenses for the sale of spiritnous and intoxi- 
cating liquors, or for imposing a special tax upon the traffic 
in the same." 
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Said section shall be separately Bubmitted to tiie electors of 
this State fov their adoption or rejection in form following, 
to-wit : 

A separate ballot may be given by every person having tlie 
right to vote, to be deposited in a separate box. 

Upon the ballots given for said separate section shall 
be written, printed, or partly written, the words " License — 
Yea;" and upon the ballots given against the adoption in 
like manner the words, " License — ^No." 

If at said election a majority of the votes for and against 
said section shall contain the words '■ License— Yes," then 
there shall be inserted as section 47, in the said article IV., the 
said proposed section 47, in the place of section 47 as con- 
tained in the present constitution, and of section 36 in said 
article in the proposed amended constitntion. 

The proposed section was ordered printed in bill form, 
referred to the committee of the whole, and placed on the 
general order, 

Mr. Woodward moved that the proposed section embodied 
in the report of the minority of the committee on the legisla- 
tive department, presented on the 35th of September, be taken 
from the table and printed, and referred to the committee of 
the whole, and placed on the general order; 

Which motion prevailed. 

The said section, proposed to stand as section 36 of Article 
IV., is as follows : 

Sec. 36. License may be granted for the sale of ardent spirits 
or other intoxicating liquors, by the several township boards, 
and the city and village authorities of the several cities and 
villages in this State; bnt no person or persons shall so 
engage without a license, under penalty of three hundred 
dollars for the first offense, and of five hundred dollars, or 
imprisonment for one year, one or both, as the Legislature 
may provide by law ; and the several authorities shall grant 
no license, withont the person or persons obtaining the same 
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shall have first paid into the treasury of such township, city, 
or village, the sum of three hundred dollars, or more, as the 
Legislature may provide by law, and in no case shall any 
person or persons obtaining a license sell siieh liquors to any 
insane or idiotic person, paupers, or common drunkards, under 
penalty of forfeiting his or their license. All such license 
fees shall he applied to, and become a part of, the primary 
school fund. 

The Legislature shall enforce, by appropriate legislation, 
the provisioue of this article. 



Article VIIL, of Stato Officers, was read a third time and 
referred to the committee on phraseology. 

IMPROVEMENT OF STREAMS. 

Printed number fifty-five, embodying provisions relating to 
the improvement of streams, was read a third time and referred 
to the committee on miscellaneous provisions, to be embodied 
in the article on that subject. 

FINAL PASSAGE. 

The Commission resumed the consideration of articles on 
the order of final passage, as in committee of the whole, Mr. 
Meddaugh in the chair, and had under further consideration. 

Article v., of the Executive Department, and 

Article VI., of the Judicial Department, 

To which sundry amendments were made. 

STATE OFFICERS. 

By the committee on phraseology, etc. : 

The committee on phraseology, etc., to whom was referred 
Article VIII., 

Respectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission without amendment, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, 

ASHLEY POND, Chairman. 

Heport accepted and committee d 
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The article was ordered printed, and placed on the order of 
iinal passage. 



ADJOUKNMEXT, 



On motion of Mr. Kiioy, 
The Commission adjourned. 



THIKTIETH UAY. 

Lansing, Thursday, Ocloher S, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 
EoU called: <inoriim present, 

MUNICIPAL COBI'OBATIONS. 

Mr. I'ond moved that Article X., of Counties, Ai'ticlc XI., of 
Townships, and Article XVI., of Cities and Villages, be con- 
solidated into a single article, to stand as Article X., of Munici- 
pal Corporations. 

Which motion prevailed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. Moffatt asked and obtained indefinite leave of absence 
for himself on account of necessary business, 

IINAL PASSAGE. 

On this order, the Commission, as in committee of the whole, 
had under consideration 

Article VI., of the Judicial Department ; 

Article VIII., of the Elective Franchise ; 

Article IX., of Salaries ; 

Article X., of Municipal Corporations, to and including sec- 
tion twelve. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
Oil motion of Mr. Devereaiix, 
The Commission adiooviied iintil d o'clocii p. m. 



AFTERKOOHr SESSION. 

At three o'eloclc j). m., tiioro bciug no quorum present, 
Ob motion of Mr. Pond, 
The Commission adjourned. 



THIKTY-FIRST DAY. 

Lansihg, Friday, Odoier 3, 1873. 
The Commission was called to order at !) o'clock, by tlie 
Chairman. 
Eoll called: (|uornm present. 

IMPROVEMENT OF STREAMS. 

By the committee ou judiciary : 

The committee on judiciary, to whom was referred printed 
bill No. 55, relative to the improvement of streams, 

Eespectfnily report that they have bad the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the game back to 
the Commission ivitbont amendment, and without recommen- 
dation, and ask to be discharged from the fm-ther considera- 
tion of the subject, 

S. L. WITHEY, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The bill was laid on the table. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROTIBIOKS. 

The committee on judiciary, to whom was referred Article 
XIX., on Miscellaneous Provisions, 
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Kespectfiilly report that they have had the same under eoii- 
Bideration, have amended the same, and have directed me to 
report the same hack to the Commission, and recommend 
that the same do pass, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject, 

S. L. WITHEY, Chairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The article was read twice, ordered printed, referred to the 
committee of the whole, and placed on the general order. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. Withey moved. 

That when the Commission a^ijoura to-day, it he until 
Tuesday of next week, at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Riley moved to amend by making the adjournment 
until the first Tuesday in November ; 

Mr. Pond moved a substitute fixing the time for the 13th 
of October, at 3:30 o'clock. 

After some debate, 

Mr. Withey, with the consent of the Commission, withdrew 
his motion. 

Mr. Withey moved, as the sense of the Commission, that it 
hold its sessions continuously until its work is completed. 

Which motion prevailed. 

FINAL PASSAGE. 

On the order of final passage the Commission considered, 
as in committee of the whole. 

Article X., of Municipal Corporations; 

Article XII., of Impeachments and Removals from Office ; 

Article XIII., of Education ; 

Article XIV., of Finance and Taxation. 

During the consideration of Article SIII., 

Mr. Meddaugh moved to amend the same by inserting the 
word "general" before the word "supervision," in the ninth 
line of section two, and also by striking out of said ninth 
line tiie words " and control." 
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The motion did not prevail, by yeas and naje as follow : 
YEAS. 
Mr, CrouBe, Mr, Meddaugh, Mr, Wells, 

Devereaux, TJpson, Woodward, 

NAYS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr, Jerome, Mr. Eiley, 

Cutcheon, Pond, WillitB, 



1 AND TAXATION. 

The consideration of Article XIV,, on Finance and Taxa- 
tion, ivas proceeded witli to section 13, the question pending 
being on an amendment proposed by Mr. Wells, prohibiting 
the e.temption of chnreh property from taxation. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

Mr. Withey was granted leave of absence indefinitely. 

NEW MEMBER. 

The Chairman presented the following commanication : 

Lansing, October S, 1S7S 
Hon. S, M. Cutchkon, Preet. of ComUlutionai Commission : 

Sir — Hon. Wm, M. Ferry this day appeared before me 
and sabscribed to the oath of office as a member of the Cor- 
stitutional Commission, 

A'ery respectfully, 

DANIEL STEIKBE, 

Secretary of State. 

EECBSS. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 
Commission took a recess until 2:00 p. ni. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The Commission was called to order by the chRirman at; 
3 o'clock. 
Roll called : quorum present. 
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COBPOEATIONS OTHER THAN" MUSICIPAL. 

On motion of JeromOj 

Article XL, of Coi'poratioES other than Miinicipal, was made 
the special ortlcr for Wetlaesday next at 9 o'clock. 

FINAL PASSAGE. 

The Commission resumed the consideration ot ai^ticles on 
the order of final passage, as in committee of the whole. 

Article XIV., of Finance and Taxation; being under con- 
sideration, the pending amendment, relative to prohibiting the 
exemption of church property from taxation, was adopted. 

Article X., on Mnnicipal Corporations, was considered and 
amended. 

PRINTING OF AMENDED ARTICLES. 

The clerk was directed to have such articles as have been 
considerably amended, and are on the order of final passage, 
printed. 

ADJOirENMENT. 

Mr. Woodward moved that when the Commission adjourn it 
be until Wednesday next at 9 o'clock; 
flTiich motion prevailed. 
On motion of Mr. Crane, 
The Commission adjourned. 



THIRTY-SECOND DAY. 

Lansing, Wednesday, October S, 1S73. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 

Roll called: quorum present. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

Mr. Pond moved that the special order, being the considera- 
tion of 
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Article XI., of Corporations otlier than Municipal, 
Be deferred until the afternoon Bession. 
Which motion prevailed, 

MISCELLAKEOUS PROVISIONS. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, on the general order, and after some time spent therein, 
the committee rose and through their chairman made the fol- 
lowing report: 

RTiPOBT OF XUE COMMITTTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration. 

Article XIX., Miscellaneous Provisions. 

Have made some progress therein, but not having gone 
through therewith, have directed me to report that fact to the 
Commission, and ask leave to sit again, 

D. H. JEROME, Chairman. 

lleport accepted and leave granted. 

RECESS. 

On motion of Mr. Devereaus, 

The Commission took a recess nnti! 2:00 P. M. 



AFTERNOON BESSION. 

The Commission was called to order by the chairman at 
3 o'clock. 
Roll called : qnorum present. 

"MISCELLANEOUS. — LICENSES.— RESTRICTIONS, 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the general order, and after some time spent therein the 
committee rose, and through their chairman made the follow- 
ing report: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had itnder further con- 
sideration, 

Article XIX., Miscellaneous Provisions; 

Also, 

Printed number 63, being a proposed substitute for section 
47 of Article IV. ; 

Also, 

Printed number 59, relative to licenses ; 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to report the same back to the Commission, recommend- 
ing that the amendments be concurred in, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

D. H. JEROME, Chairman. 

The amendments were concurred in, except as to the amend- 
ment by which section 10 of Article XIX. was stricken out, 
and the snbstitnte reported by the committee to printed num- 
ber C3. 

BUGIBILITY OF WOMEN FOE OFFICE. 

Mr, Hatch moved that Article XIX. he referred back to the 
committee on miscellaneous provisions, with instructions to 
report the following as a substitute for section 10 ; 

Sec. 10. Women may hold office under such restrictions 
and limitations as may be prescribed by law, 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays as follows : 
YEAS. 

Mr. Hatch, Mr. Willits, Mr. Withey, 

Wells, 4 

NAYS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Divine, Mr. Upson, 

Cntcheou, Jerome, Woodward, 

Devereaux, Pond, 8 

The question being on concurring in the amendment by 
which section ten was stiicken ont, the same was concurred 
in, by yeas and nays as follows ; 
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YEAS. 




[r. Crane, 
Cntcheoii, 
Beyereaux, 


Mr. Divine, 
Jerome, 
Pond, 
NAYS. 


Mr, Upson, 
Woodward, 


[r. Hateli 


Mr, Willits, 


Mr, W itliej. 



Wells, 

The question being on concurring ia the substtoitutc 
printed number 63, the same was not concurred in, by yeas 
and nays as follows: 

YEAS. 



Mr. Devereanx, 
Hatcli, 


Mr, Jerome, 
Wells, 
NAYS. 


Mr. Witliej, 
Woodward, 


Mr. Crane, 
Cutdieon, 


Mr. DiTine, 
Pond, 


Mr. Upson, 
Willits, 



6 

On motion of Mr. Upson, 

Printed number 63, relative to the sale of liquors, was 
amended as agreed to in committee of the whole. 

Article XIX. was placed on the order of third reading. 

Printed number 63 was ordered re-printed, and placed on 
the order of third reading. 

Printed number 59 was laid on the tabic. 

RESIGNATION OP COMMISSIONER GIDDIHGS. 

The Chairman announced a dispatch from the Hon. E. W. 
Giddings, a member of the Commission from the seventh 
Congressional district, tendering his resignation on account 
of imperative business engagements. 

COBPOEATIOHS OTHER THAJs MUNICIPAL. 

The special order for the afternoon, being the considera- 
tion of Article XL, of Corporations other than Municipal , 
having been informally passed, 

Mr. Jerome moved that the same be made the special order 
for to-morrow at 9 o'clock ; 

Which motion prevailed. 
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ADJOURNMENT, 

Or motion of Mr. Jerome, 
The CommJBsion adjourned. 



THIRTY-THIRD DAY. 

Lansing, Thursday, October 9, 187S. 
The Oommissio]! was called to order at 9 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called: qiioram present. 

CONTROL OP UNITEESITY FUNDS. 

Mr. Wells presented a petition of Aniberg & Helmer, Steh- 
bins & Coon, and 103 others of Battle Creek, relative to the 
management and control of the University and its funds ; 

Referred to the committee on education. 

The petition is as follows : 
To the ConsUtutioncU Gommumn ; 

The undersigned, citizens and voters of Battle Creek, beg 
leave to represent that they are decidedly opposed to any 
attempt on the part of your Commission, to change the Con- 
stitution so as to give control of the University and its funds 
into the hands of the Regents, as contemplated in the amend- 
ment of Mr. Pond, of Wayne. We are of the opinion that 
the University should, by right, remain under the control of 
the people, who furnish it with subsistence. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

Article XIX., Miscellaneous Provisions, was read a third 
time, 

Mr. Wells, leave being granted, moved to amend the article by 
restoring section 10, to and including tho word " eligible," in 
the third line, and to add thereto the following: "To the 
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oflBce of county superinteiulent of schools, school iospector, 
and other school offices ;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article was referred to the committee on pliraseology- 

FINAL PASSAGE. 

The Commission took op the consideration of articles on 

the order of final passage. 
Article I., of Bonndaries and Seat of CioTernment, 
Was passed, two-thirds of the Commission voting therefor, 

by yeas and nays as follows : 

YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Croase, 
Cntcheon, 
Devereanx. 

Divine, 


yh: Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Meddaugh. 
Pond, 


Mr. Upson, 
Wells, 
Willits. 

AVithey, 
Woodward, 15 




NAYS. 


fl 


Article II., Bill of Eights, was passed, two-thirds of the 
Commission voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 


Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
Cntcheon, 
Devereaux, 
Divine, 


ifr. Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Meddaugh, 
Pond, 


Mr. Upson, 
Wells, 

Willits, 
Withey. 
Woodwai-d, 15 




NAYS. 





Article III., of Boundaries and Seat of Government, 


Was passed, two-thirds of the Commission voting therefor, 
by yeas and nays as follows : 

YEAS. 


Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
Catcheon, 
Devereaux, 
Divine, 


Mr. Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 

Meddaagh. 
Pond, 


Mr. Upson, 
Wella, 
Willits, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 15 




NAYS. 





The articles wer 


c referred to the committee on phraseology 


for engrossment. 
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COBPORa.TI0NS OTHER THAS MUNICIPAI« 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the special order, Mr. Willits in the chair, and after some 
time spent therein the committee rose, and through their 
chairman made the following report : 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 
Article XI., of Corporations other thau Municipal, 
Have made some progress therein, but not having gone 
through therewith, have directed me to report that fact to the 
Commission, and ask leave to sit again. 

EDWIN WILLITS, 
Cliairman. 
Eeport accepted and leave granted. 

RECESS. 

On motion of Mr. Hatcli, 

The Commission took a recess until 3:00 P. M. 



AETEBNOOH" BESStOS. 

The Commission was called to order hy the Chairman at 
a:00 o'clock. 
Roll called: quorum present. 

3PECI.\L ORDER, 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the special order, and after some time spent therein, 
the committee rose and throngh their chairman made fbn fol- 
lowing report : 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under further con- 
sideration, 
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Article XL, of Corporations other than Municipal, 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
me to rep»rfc the same back to the Commission, recommending 
that the amendments be concurred in, and that the article 
when BO amended do pass, and aslc to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

EDWIN WILLITS, CJtairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr, Willits, 

The article was laid on the table. 



The Commission took up the order of final passage. 
Article V. of the Judicial Department, 
Was passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 


Mr 


, Hatch, 


Mp 


. Upson, 


Oronse, 




.Jerome, 




Wells, 


Cutcheon, 




Meddangli, 




WiUitB, 


Devereaux. 




Pond, 




Withey, 


Uirine, 




Eiley, 




Wood-Bard, 


Ferry, 











BEJIATORIAL DISTRICTS. 

Article IV., of the Legislative Department, being on its final 
passage, 

Mr. Meddaugh, leave being granted, moved to amend the 
same by striking out section two, and inserting in Ilea thereof, 
the following : 

Sec. S. The Senate shall consist of thirty-two memhera. 
But, after the year 1875, the Legislature may increase the 
number to thirty-three, by authorizing the election of two 
Senators in that portion of the State now included within the 
limits of the Thirty-second Senatorial District. Senators 
shall be elected for four years, and by single districts. At the 
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first election after the adoption of tliis amended Constitution, 
Senators in the odd-numbered districts shall be elected for two 
years, and in the even-numbered districts for four years. Snch 
districts shall be numbered from one to thirty-three inclusive, 
each of which shall choose one Senator. No county shall be 
divided in the formation of Senate districts, unless such county 
shall he eqnitably entitled to two or more Senators. 
The motion prevailed, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 
Mr. Meddaugh, 
Pond, 
Eiley, 

NAYS. 
Mr. Jerome. Mr. Willits, 

Wells, Withey. 



Mr. Crane, 
Cutcheon, 
Divine, 



Mr. Upson. 
Woodward. 



Mr, Orouse, 
Devereaux, 
Hatch, 

The article v 



s then passed, two-thirds of the members of 
the Commission voting therefor, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Crouse, 
Cutcheon, 
Devereaux, 
Divine, 



Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Meddaugh. 
Pond, 
Riley, 

NAYS. 



Mr 



Upson, 

Wells, 

Willits, 

Withey, 

Woodward. 



The articles were referred to the committee o 
for engrossment. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
On motion of Mr. Crane, 
The Commission adjourned. 
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THIRTY-FOUETn DAY. 

Lansing, Friday, October 10, 187S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called: qnorum present. 

PUBLIC HE-ILTH. 

The Cliairmau laid before the Commission the following 
communication from the State Board of Health: 

Lansing, October dlh, WIS. 
Hon., S. M. Oatdieoii, President of t/te Conslilutional Commistion : 

Sir — In this memorial the nndersigned petitioners respect- 
fally suggest that as for the individual man, one of the 
primary laws of nature is self-preservation, so, also, one of 
the first duties of the State is the protection of the lives and 
health of the people, and we ask your honorable body to con- 
sider the propriety of embodying in the proposed new Consti- 
tution some recognition of the principle sought to be expressed 
in the paragraph herewith respectfully submitted. 
Very liespectfnlly, 

E. U. KEDZIE; 

HOMEK 0. HITCHCOCK, 

HENRY B. BAKEE, 

n the inUre^i (f 

Sec.—. The Legislature shall pass all laws necessary for the 
protection of the lives and health of the people ; especially such 
laws as shall best guard the people from dangers to life and 
health which arise from the aggregation of persons in organ- 
ized society, and which as individuals they are unable to avoid 
or control. 

Mr. Wells presented to the Commission the following 
memorial : 
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Lansikg, October 8th, 1873. 
Jb the Honorable Consiiiutmial Cemmmicn ; 

The niidereigned, members of the State Board of Health, 
a committee of said board on " Poisons, explosives, chemicals, 
accidents, and special sources of danger to life and health," 
also a committee on " Legislation in the interests of public 
health," would respectfully petition the Constitutional Com- 
mission to embody in the organic law of the State, some safe- 
guard for the lives and persona of our citizens, when traveling 
on railroads, steamboats, and other public conveyances. The 
law ordains that " The State Board of Health shall have thegen- 
cral supervision of the interests of the life and health of the 
citizens of this State." Charged with so grave a responsibil- 
ity, we trust that you will not consider us as officiously thrust- 
ing ourselves forward in thus calling your attention to causes 
which annually destroy the life, or dreadfully mutilate the 
persons of a large number of the citizens of this State. The 
duties assigned us by the law would seem to leave ns no option 
in the case. 

We need not bring before you in detail the list of such acci- 
dents. Every newspaper, almost, brings the report of sudden 
and violent death by railroad accidents, or steamers wrecked. 
The State Board of Health are convinced that many of these 
go-called accidents arise from preventable causes. A broken 
rail, or an unusual storm on the lakes, is often alleged as 
justifiable escuse for such accidents, and an inscrutable 
Providence is often held responsible tor results springing from 
human recklessness. In our opinion. Providence should be 
relieved of much of this responsibility, and the guilty human 
agents should be held to a stern account by the law. A rail- 
road track knowingly left in a dangerous condition, or a 
steamboat which leaves harbor in uuseaworthy condition, 
should not be charged to the account of Providence. The 
improvidence of man should not be charged to the Providence 
of God. 
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We recognize the propriety of those provisions iii the 
organic law of the State that throw the strong arm of its 
sanction around vested rights, and give security to capital. 
But Bhoold not equal sanction be thrown around human life ? 

No one would accuse railroad directors or steamboat owners 
of a personal and wanton disregard of human life ; but these 
forms of capital must trust the responsibility for the safety of 
the traveling public to its subordinates; these subordinates, 
from the nature of the case, are assigned to specified duties, 
and when any emergency arises, such officials too often will 
ask not, "Is there danger to life or person?" but "Is it my 
special duty to avert that danger?" — and thus shifting the 
responsibility on some other, perhaps absent, functionary, a 
train is left unwarned, to rush into the very jaws of death, or 
a steamboat founders within sight of port, with all its preci- 
ous freight of human life. 

The question arises, how shall we make railroad and steam- 
boat lines, and other public carriers, responsible for the 
destruction of life, and injury of person — such as would be 
visited with swift punishment if inflicted by an individual ? 
We must demand from capital some security for the lives of 
those with respect to whom capital seeks employment; and in 
the opinion of this committee, the only feasible way is to hold 
capital responsible in the only way that capital can be 
influenced, viz., the da7iger of loss. Then capita! will seek to 
guard itself from loss, and some assurance of safety will be 
given to the traveling public. Wo come before you to plead 
for the safety of the poor and unprotected against the rapacity 
of organized wealth. We would not undermine capital, but 
we would make life sacred. 

We ask therefore your honorable body to embody in the 
constitution a provision whereby the stockholders of any rail- 
road, or steamboat, or other public carrier, shall forfeit some 
adequate sum of money for every life destroyed by preventable 
causes in their management, or by the carelessness, or ineffi- 
ciency of any of their employes. 
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If it shoiild be objected that euch action woald be ia the nature 
of special legislation, wo would respectfully ask if any aubject 
can be of more general interest than the protection of the 
lives and persons of our citizens ? The question may arise : why 
not leave to the legislature the enacting of laws for this pro- 
tection of person and life? One reason for desiring the 
engrafting of such provision in the constitution, is that in 
enforcing such law, enacted by the legislature, the question of 
its constitutionality would first have to be settled, and years of 
litigation might ensue before the law would have its full force. 
Some railroads at the East have said that they design to make 
litigation for securing personal rights so costly that no man 
would dare to go to law with a railroad; and thus justice is 
overborne by the insolence of money. By placing this pro- 
vision in the constitution, the only question which would come 
before the courts, would be those of fact, and not of the valid- 
if;y of the law. 

We ask this action out of no hostility to railroad or steam- 
boat managers, or other public carriers, but we ask it in the name 
of that enlighted humanity which holds life sacred unless for- 
feited by crime. We beseech you not to permit the security 
of life to be small in oi-der to make the dividends on capital 
large. 

Respectfully submitted. 

11. C. KEDZIK, 
H. 0. HITCHCOCK, 
HENRY B. BAKEE, 
■' CommiUe on Foiions, Exptoutei, Chemicals, Accidents, and special 
Sowrcei of Danger to Idfeand Health;" ajtd" Committee on Legidation 
in. the InUrmd of PuiUc EeaUh." 

The communication and memorial were laid on the table, 

FINAL PASSAGE, 

The Commission took up the consideration of ai'ticles on 
the order of final passage. 
Article VI., of the Judicial Department, 
Being under conshleration. 
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Mr. Woodward, 


leave being granted, 


. mored to amend the 


same so as to make judges of the Supreme and Circait Courts 


elective. 






The motion did 


not prevail, by yeas 
YEAS. 


and uays, as follows : 


Mr. (Jrouse, 


Me. Woodward, 

NAYS. 


2 


Mr. Devereanx, 
Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Meddaugh, 
Pond, 
Eiley, 
Upson, 


Mr. Wells. 
Willits, 
Withey, 

11 


The article was 


then passed, two-thirds of the members of 


the Commission voting therefor, by yeas 
YEAS. 


i and nays, as follows: 


Mr. Crane, 
Crouse, 
Catcheon, 
Devereaux, 
Ferry, 


Mr. Hatch. 
Jerome, 
Meddaugh, 
Poad, 
Riley, 


Mr. Upson, 
Wells, 
Willits, 

Withey, 
Woodward. 



15 

NAYS. 

Article VII., of the Elective Franchise, 
Was passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : — 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch. Mr. Upson, 

Outcheou, Jerome, Wells, 

Devereaux, Meddaugh, Willits, 

Divine, Pond, Withey, 

Ferry, Eiley, Woodward, 15 

WAYS. 
3Ir. Crouse, 1 

Article VIII., of State Officers, 

Was passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Upson, 

Crouse, Jerome, Wells, 

18 
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Mr. Gotcheon, 
Devereans, 

Divine, 
Ferry, 


Mr. Meddaugh, 
Pond, 
Riley, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Willits, 

Withey, 
Woodward, 

16 



Article IX., of Salaries, 




Was passed, 1 


Lwo-thirds of the members of the Commission 


voting therefor, 


hy yeas and nays, as 
YEAS. 


follows: 


Mr. Crane, 
Crouec, 
Cutcheon, 
Devereaus, 
Ditine, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Meddaugh, 
Pond, 
Riley, 


Mr. Upson, 
Wells, 
Willits, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 15 




NAYS. 






The articles were referred to the committee on phraseology 
for engrossment. 

Article X., of Municipal Corporations, 

Being under consideration, pending a motion to amend by 
Mr. Willits, 

On motion of Mr. Devereanx, 

The Commission took a recess until 2.00 P. M. 

.AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The commission was called to order by the Chairman al; 
3 o'clock. 
Roll called : quorum present. 

MISCELLANEOrs PEOVISI0S8. 

By the committee on phraseology: 

The committee on phraseology, to whom was referred 

Article XIX., MiscellaneoTis Provisions, 

Eespectfully report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to 
the Commission with amendment thereto, recommending that 
the amendment be concurred in, and ask to be discharged 
from the farther consideration of the eabject. The committee 
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also recommend that the numbering of the article be changed, 
to Btaud as Article XVI[. 

ASHLEY POND, 
Chairman of Committee. 
Report accepted and committee discharged. 
The amendment was concurred in, and the article was 
ordered printed and placed on the order of final passage. 

FINAL rASSAOE. 

The Commission resumed the consideration of articles on 
the order of final passage. 

Article X., of Municipal Corporations, having been further 
confiidered, 

On motion of Mr. Pond, 

The same was referred to the committee on corporations,- 
with instructions to report a provision limiting the amount of 
indebtedness that may be incurred by municipalities. 
Article XIL, of Impeachments and Removals from Office, 
Was passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Ferry, Mr. Upson, 

Crouse, Jerome, Wells, 

Cntcheon, Meddaugh, Willits, 

Devereaus, Pond, Withey, 

Divine, Riley, Woodward, 15 

NAYS. 

Article XIII., of Education, 
Being under consideration, 

Mr. Upson, leave being granted, moved to amend the same 
so as to restore substantially the provision of the present con- 
stitution relative to the control of the University. 
The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS. 
Mr. Orane, Mr. Meddaugh. Mr, Withey, 

Crouse, Upson, Woodward, 

Deveraux, Wells, S 
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Mr. Riley, 

Willitts, 



NAYS. 

Mr. Cutclieoii, Mr. Hatch, 

Divine, Jerome, 

Ferry, Pond, 

The Article ivas passed, two-lhirds of the members of the 
Commission voting therefor, by yeas and niiys, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Oatcheou, 
Deveraus. 
DiTine, 


Mr. 


■ Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 

Pond, 

^^AYS. 


Mi- 


. Itiley, 
Wells, 
Willits, 
Wlthey. 


Mr. Croufie, 


Mr. 


Upson, 


Mr. 


Woodward, 



Article XIV. of Finance and Taxation, 

Being under consideration, 

Mr, Withey, leaTe being granted, moved to amend the same 
by striking from section thirteen the clausa prohibiting the 
exemption of church property from taxation. 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Outeheon, 
Divine. 

Hatch, 



Mr. Jerome, 
Pond, 
Riley, 

NAYS. 



Mr. Withey, 

Woodward, 



Mr, Crane, 
Cronae, 

DevereauX; 



Jlr. Wells, 
Willits, 



Mr. Ferry, 

Meddaugh, 

Upson, 8 

The question being upon the final passage of the article, the 
same was not passed, two-thirds of the members of the Com- 
mission not votinff therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Crouse, 
Devereaut, 



Mr. Ferry, Mr. Upson, 

Meddaugh, Wells, 

Pond, Willita. 
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NAYS. 



Mr. Jerome, 
Eiley, 



Mr. Witliey, 
"Woodward, 



Mr. Cutcheon, 
Divine, 

Hatch, 

Mr. Cutchcou moveJ tliattiic voto by which the article was 
lost be reconsidered ; 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cutcheon moved that the article be recommitted to the 
committee on finance and taxation, with inBtrucfciona to strike 
out the provision relating to the taxation of church property 
The motion prevailed, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 
Jlr. Hatch, 
.lerome. 
Pond, 



Mr. Crane, 
Cotcheon, 
Bevereanx 
Divine, 



Mr. Riley, 
Withey, 

Woodward, 



10 



Mr. Cronse, 
Ferry, 



Mr. Wells, 
Willits, 



NAYS. 

Ir. Meddaugh, 
Upson, 

Mr. Jerome, from the committee on finance, leave being 
granted, reported the article back, amended according to 
instmctions, recommending that tlie amendment be con- 
curred in. 



The amendmen 


t was concurred 


in, by yeas and n 


follows: 


YEAS. 




Mr. Crane, 
Cutcheon, 
Devereans, 
Divine, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Meddaugli, 
Pond, 

?IAYS. 


Mr. Eiley, 
WillitB, 

Withey, 
Woodward, 


Mr. Cronse, 


Mr. Upson, 


Mr. Wells, 



Ferry, 

The article being tipon its final passage, the same was 
passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission voting 
therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
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YEAS. 






Mr. Crane, 

Outcheon, 
Deyereanx. 
Divine, 
Ferry, 


Mr. 


Hatoli, 

Jerome, 

Meddaogli, 

Pond, 

Eiley, 

NAYS. 


Mr 


, Upson, 
Willite, 
Witliey, 
AVoodward, 


Mr. Grouse. 


Ml 


■. Wells, 






CORPOKATION 


S OTnEE THAN 


MCI 


IICIPAL. 



Mr. Pond moved that. 

Article XL, of Corporations other than Municipal, be taken 
from the table. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The qtiestion being on concurring in the amendments made 
to the article bj tho committee of the whole, the same were 
concurred in, except aa to the action by which sections eight 
and fourteen were striken out. 

The actiou of the committee by which section eight was 

stricken out,. was concurred in, by yeas and nays, aa follows: 

YEAS. 



Mr. Grouse, 
Devercaux, 
Ferry, 


Mr Hatch, 
.Jerome, 
Wells. 
NAYS. 


Mr. Wilhey, 
Woodward, 

8 


Mr. Cntcheon, 
Divine, 
Meddaugh, 


Mr. Pond, 
Kilej, 


Mr. Upson, 
Willils, 


The action of the committee by which seetioa fourteen was 


stricken ont, was 


not eonenrred iu, by 
YEAS. 


yeas and nays, as follows : 


Mr. Crane, 
Devereaux. 
Ferry, 


Mr Hatch, 
.Tcrome, 
Wells, 

NAYS. 


.Mr Withey, 
Woodward, 

a 


Mr Grouse, 
Outcheon, 
DiTine, 


Mr. Meddaugh. 
Pond, 
Kiley, 


Mr. Upaon, 
Willits, 

3 
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Mr. Upson moved to recommit the article to the committee 
on corporations, with instructions to insert tlie following, to 
stand as section eight : 

Sec. 8, No corporation shali issne any stock except in con- 
sideration of money, labor, or property actually received by it, 
equal to the par value of such etoot ; nor shall it issue any 
bonds or other evidence of indebtedness except for money, 
labor, or property actually received by it. 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
TEAS. 



Mr. Cutcheon, Mr. Pond, 
Divine, Eiley, 
Meddaagh, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Upson. 

wniits, 

7 


Mr. Crane, Mr. Ferry, 
Grouse, Hatch, 
Devereaus, Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 
Withey, 
Woodward, fl 


Mr. Withey, leave being granted, moved to insert the fol- 
lowing, to stand as section eight; 

Sec. 8. All fictitious issue or increase of the bonds or other 


evidence of indebtedness, or of the 


capital stock of any cor- 


poration, is prohibited. 

The motion prevailed, by yeas and 
YEAS. 


nays, as follows ; 


Mr. Cutcheon, Mr. Meddaugli. Mr. Upson, 
Divine, Pond, WJllits, 
Perry, Eiley, Withey, 9 
NAYS. 


Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, 
Crouse, Jerome, 
Devereanx, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 

7 


The article being on its final passage, the same was not 
passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission not 


voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as 
YEAS. 


follows : 


Mr. Cutcheon, Mr. Pond, 
Divine, Riley, 
Meddaugb. Upson. 


Mr. Willits, 
Wiihey, 

8 
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NAYS. 




Mr. Orane, 
Cronsc, 

Devereaiis, 


Mr. Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 

ADJOURNMEKT. 


Mr. Welia, 

Woodwurd, 


On motion of Mr 


. Crane, 




The CommiBsiou adjourned. 





THIRTY-FIFTH DAY. 

Lansing, Saturday, October 11, 1S73. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by tlie 
Chairman. 
Eoll called : qnorum present. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. Jerome asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr 
Hatch nntil Tuesday moraing. 

Mr. Meddaugli asked and obtained leave of absence forhim- 
Bclf for the day. 

Mr. Upson asked and obtained leave of absence for himself 
for the day. 

MEMORIAL. 

Mr. Wells presented the memorial of Dr. I. N. Eldridge, J. 
W. Begole, and fifty others, relative to the management of the 
ITniversity. 

The memorial T^-as ordered printed in the journal and laid 
on the table. 

The memorial is as follows : 
2b the Son. CamtUutional Commission at Latmng, Mich.: 

We, the nnderaigned, voters and tax-payers of the city of 
Wi\at, respectfully ask that no attempt be made by your Hon- 
orable Commission to sotshange the Constitntlon that the 
Regente shall have control of the University and its funds, as 
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contemplated by the amendment of Mr. Poiitt of Wayne. We 
respectfully express our belief that the Univei'sity belongs to 
the people, and the people should have control of it through 
their representatives, the Legislature. And one among the 
many reasons why the control of the institution should not 
he taken from the people is the important one that a part of 
the funds necessary to carry on the University is derived from 
a direct tax upon the people, and the Hegents depend upon 
the people for its aid and support. 

TIME OF ADJOUBNMEKT. 

Mr. Oranc moved that when the Commission adjourn at 
noon to-day it he until Monday afternoon nest at two o'clock. 

Mr. Withey moved to amend by mating the adjournment 
from this afternoon until Monday at two o'clock. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS. 

Mr. Meddangh, from the committee on corporations to whom 
was recommitted 

Article X., of Municipal Corporations, 

Eeported the same back with amendments relative to the 
limitation of the power to incur indebtedness by municipali- 
ties. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendment was amended so as to road as follows, and 
concurred in: 

No city or village shall incur indebtedness, including that 
incurred by or on behalf of any school district within its cor- 
porate limits, so that its aggregate debt at any time shall 
exceed teu per cent on the valuation of its taxable property, 
as shown by the assessment roll. 

Mr. Withey, leave being granted, moved to amend the article 
by adding the following to stand as section 3 : 

Sec. 3. The Board of Supervisors of any county may bor- 
row or raise by tax, not exceeding in any one year two mills 
upon the dollar of the assessed valuation thereof, for con- 
19 
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structiiig or repairiog publio baildiugs, highways, or bridges : 
Provided, The indebtedness of a county shall at no time exceed 
four mills upon a dollar of such assessed valuation, unless 
authorized by a majority of the electors of the county, voting 
thereon as shall be provided by law. 

AVhich motion prevailed. 

The article was ordered printed. 

FINAL PASSAGE. 

The Commission took up the consideration of articles on 
the order of final passage. 
Article XV., of Exemptions, 

Was passed, two-thirds of tlie members of the Commission 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 
Mr. Divine, 
Ferry, 
Jerome, 
Eiley, 

NAYS. 

ArdcleXVL, of the Militia, 

AVas passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS. 
Mr. Divine, 
Ferry, 
Jerome, 
Eiley, 

NAYS. 

Article XVIIL, of Amentlment and Eevision of the Con- 
stitution, 

Was passed, two-third of the members of the Coi 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows ; 
YEAS. 
Mr. Divine, 
Ferry, 
Jerome, 
Riley, 
NAYS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
Cutcbeon, 
Deveroaux. 



Mr. Crane, 
C rouse, 
Cnteheon, 
Devereaus, 



Mr. Crane, 
Crouse, 
Cuteheon, 
Devereanx, 



Mr. Wells, 
Willits, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 



Mr. Wells, 

Willits, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 



Mr. Wells, 
Willits, 
Withey, 
AVoodward, 
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The articles were referred to the committee on phraseology, 
for engrossment, 

FEMALE SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. Ferry offered a proposed amendment to the elective 
franchise, relative to the extension of the right of suffrage to 
women. 

Kead twice, ordered printed, referred to the committee of the 
whole, and placed on the general order. 

CORPOEATION'S OTHEE THAIf MUSICIPAL. 

Mr. Jerome moved that the vote, hy which 

Article XI., of Corporations other than Municipal, 

Was lost yesterday, be reconsidered ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

The article was laid on the table. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

Article XVII., Miscellaneous Provisions, 

Being on the order of final passage, was considered infor- 
mally as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. Withey moved to add the following to section ten : 

"This provision shall not be construed to deprive a woman 
from holding any office to which she may be or become eligible 
under any law of this State;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Riley moved to amend the article by striking out of 
section ten the words "county superintendent of schools." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr, Kiley moved to further amend the article by inserting 
after the word " ofBces," in the last printed line of section ten, 
the words, " except county superintendent of schools." 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 
Mr. Devereaux, Mr. Jerome, Mr. Woodward, 

Divine, Eiley, 5 

NAYS. 
Mr. Cronse, Mr. Perry, Mr. WiUits, 

Cutcheon, Wells, Withey, tt 
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Mr. Jerome moved that section ten be sti-icben ottt and the 
following inserted as a eubsfcitnte : 

Sec. 10. Every woman above the age of twenty-one years, 
who shall have resided in the State three months, and in 
the township or ward ten days, and who is a citizen of the 
United States, shall be eligible to saeh offices as may be desig- 
nated by law. 
Which motion prevailed, by yeas and nays, as follows r 
YEAS. 
Jerome. 
Riley, 



Cutcheon, 

Divine, 

Devereaux, 



Mr. Willits, 
Woodward, 



NAYS. 
Mr. Wells, 



Mr. Grouse, Mr. Wells, Mr. Withey, 

Ferrry, i 

EDUCATION. 

Mr. Wells gave notice that at some future day he would 
move to reconsider the vote by which 
Article XIII., of Education, 
Was passed, yesterday. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Grouse, 

The Commission adjourned until Monday afternoon, at 2:30- 
o'clock. 



THIRTY-SIXTH DAY. 

Lansing, Monday, October 13, 187S. 
The Commission was called to order at 2.30 o'clock by tlie- 
Chairman. 
Roll called : quorum present. 
On motion of Mr Crouse, 
Bill No. 59 was taken from the table. 
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TAXING THE LIQUOE TRAFFIC. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, 

Bill No. 67, relative to tasing the sale of liquors, was takea 
from the order of third reading. 

Mr, Withey offered the following substitute therefor : 

At the election ivhea this amended constitution sbail be 
submitted to the electors of this State, on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday of November, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-four, for adoption or rejection, 
there shall be submitted to such electors the foUowiug prop- 
osition, to he added, in case of its adoption, to section forty- 
seven of article four, in the present constitution of this State 
.08 it now stands, and to section thirty-six of article four, in 
said amended constitution, if the latter is adopted, viz. : 

An annual tax of three hundred dollars is imposed upon 
the traffic in intoxicating drinks, to be paid by every person 
or firm who shall carry on or be engaged in the business of 
selling or disposing of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and 
for each place where such business is carried on. Said tax 
shall be paid into the treasury of the proper township, city, 
or village, and be appropriated and applied to the support of 
primary schools. Every person or fii-m who shall carry on or 
engage in such business without having first paid the tax 
imposed, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction, 
be punished by fine or imprisonment, or both, as may be pre- 
scribed by law. The sale, or other disposition of intoxicating 
drinks to minors, persons under guardianship, insane and 
idiotic persons, paupers, and common drunkards, is wholly 
prohibited, and all necessary laws shall be passed to enforce 
the provisions of this section. The Legislature may further 
regulate and restrict the sale, and other disposition of intoxi- 
cating drinks, and may increase the annual tax upon said 
traflSc, 
Said proposition shall be separately submitted to the elect- 
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ors of this State for their adoption or rejection, in form 
following, to wit : 

A separate hallot may be given hy every person having the 
right to vote, to be deposited in a separate bos. 

Upon the ballots given for said proposition shall be written, 
printed, or partly writter, the words, '■' Bsstrietion and taxa- 
tion of the liquor traffic, — Yes;" and upon the ballots given 
against tlie adoption thereof, in like manner, the words, 
'■' Restriction and taxation of the liquor traffic, — No." 

If at said election, a majority of the votes for or against said 
proposition shall contain the words, " Restriction and taxation 
of the liqnor traffic, — Yes," then said proposition shall be 
added to section 47 in Article IV. of the present constitntion, 
and to section 36 in Article IV. of said amended constitution, 
if the latter is adopted. 

Bills No. 59 and 67 and the substitute were laid on the table, 
and the substitute ordered printed. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIOKS. 

The Commission considered Article X., of Municipal Cor- 
porations. 

On motion of Mr. Jerome, section 1 was amended by add- 
ing after the word " aiding," in line i : 

Enlistments, and in the support of the families of soldiers 
in time of war. 

On motion of Mr. Upson, section 13 was amended by 
insertingafter the word " highways," in line 3, "who shall hold 
his oiflee three years." 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Withey. 
The Commission adjourned. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

Lansikg, Tuesday, October I4, 1S7S. 
The Commission was called to order at 9 o'clock, by the 
Chairman. 
Roll called: quorum present. 

FINAL PASSAGE. 

The Commission took iip the consideration of articles on 
the order of final passage. 

Article X., of Municipal Corporations, 

Was paased, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 
voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
Cutcheon, 
Deyereanx, 
DiTine, 


Mr. 


Jerome, 
Meddaugh, 
Riley, 
Upson, 


Mr. Wellfl, 
Willits, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 

13 






NAYS. 





Article XVII.. 


, Miscellaneous ProTisions, 


Was passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 


voting therefor, by yeas 


and nays, as 


follows: 






YEAS. 




Mr. Crane, 
Orouse, 
Cutcheon, 

Deveraus:, 

Mr. Woodward, 


Mr, 


, Divine, 
Jerome, 
Meddaugh, 
Riley, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Upson, 
Wells, 
Willits, 
Withey, 12 

1 



CONTROL OF THE AGRICULTUBAL COLLEGE. 

Mr. Wells, pursuant to hie notice given on Saturday, moved 
to reconsider the vote by which 

Article XIII, of Education, 

Was passed, in oi"der to place the control of the Agricultural 
College on a similar basis to that of the University, 
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On motion of Mr. "Withey the subject was made tlie special 
order for half past two o'clock this afternoon. 

TAXING, RESTRICTING, AND REGULATING THE SALE OF 
LIQUOBS. 

Mr. Witliey moved to take from the table 

Printed hill No. 53, 

PrintcdbiENo. 67, aud 

Printed bill No. 71, 

Relative to taxing, restricting, and regulating, the sale of 
!ir[uors. 

Which motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Grouse, the Commission resolved itself 
into committee of the whole, Mr. Woodward in the chair, and 
proceeded to the consideration of the several propositiona 
above named, and after sometime spent therein, the committee 
rose, and thTOOgh their chairman, made the following report : 

EEPOKT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 

Printed bill No. 11, 

Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have instructed 
me to report the same hack to the Commission, recommend- 
ing that the amendments be concaiTed in, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject, 

L. WOODWARD, aiairman. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

The amendments were concurred in, except as to tlie one 
by which the word " two " was inserted in place of "three," in 
line one of the proposed section. 

The said amendment was concurred in, by yeas and nays, 
as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Jerome, Mr. Wells, 

Ferry, Meddaugb, Woodward, 



Hatch, 



NAYS, 



Mr. Cronse, Mr. Devereanx, Mr. Eiley, 

Cutcheon, Divine, Wi Hits 



;at>y Google 



CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. 



Referred to the committee ou phi 
On motion of Mr. Upson, 
Printed bill No. 59, and 
Printed bill No. 67, 
Were kid on the table. 



On motion of Mr. Willitts, 

The Commission took a recess nntil 2;30 P. M. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Commission was called to order by the Chainnan at 
2:30 o'clock. 
Koll Crtlled : (|uorum present. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The chair announced the special order to be the motion of 
Mr. Wells to reconsider the vote by which 
Article XUI., of Education 
Was adopted. 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS." 

Mr. Wells, 

6 



Mr. Craae, 
Croiise, 


Ur. Devereaus, 

FpSOQ, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 


Mr. Cutcheoii, 
Divine, 
Ferry. 
Hatch, 


Mr. Jerome, 
Meddaugli, 
Pond, 


Mr. Eilej, 

wmita, 

Withev, 



10 

CORPORATIONS OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL. 

Mr. Jerome moved to take from the table 
Article XL, of Corporations other than Municipal, 
Which motion prevailed. 
The article being on its final passage, 

Mr. Wells moved that the following be substituted therefor: 
30 
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ARTICLE XL 

CORPOKATIONa OTHER THAU MrNICIPAL. 

Sectiox 1. Corporations, other than municipal, and tliose 
for charitable, educational, penal, and reformatory purposes, 
under the control of public aathority, ehal! be hereafter 
created by general laws. The charter of no esisting corpora- 
tion, not embraced in the above exceptions, shall be extended, 
altered, or amended. All general acts of incorporation, and 
general laws affecting corporations, may be altered, amended, 



Sec. 2. No general banking law shall have effect until the 
same ehall, after its passage, be submitted to a vote of the 
electors of the State, at a general election, and be approved by 
a majority of the votes cast thereon at such election. 

Sec. 3. The stockholders of every corporation or associa- 
tion for banking purposes, issuing bank notes, or paper 
credits, to circulate as money, shall be individnally liable for 
all debts contracted during the time of their being stockhold- 
ers of such corporation or association, equally and ratably to 
the extent of their respective shares of stock in any such cor- 
poration or association. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shall provide for the registry of all 
bills or notes issued or put in circulation us money, by any 
bank organized under the laws of this State, and shall require 
security to the full amount of notes and bills so registered, 
in interest-bearing stocks of this State, or of the United 
States, which shall be deposited with the State Treasurer, for 
the redemption of such bills or notes in lawful money of the 
United States. 

Sec, 5. In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking 
association, the bill-holders thereof shall be entitled to prefer- 
ence in payment, overall other creditors of such bank or asso- 
ciation. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall pass no law authorizing or 
sanctioning the suspension of payments by any corporation. 
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Sec. 7. The stockholders in ali corporations shall be indi- 
vidually liable for all labor done in behalf of such corporation 
during the time of their being such stockholders, equally and 
ratably to the extent of their respective shares in the stock of 
such corporation. 

Sec. 8. No corporation shall hold any real estate for a 
longer period than, ten years from the time of acquiring the 
same, except such real estate as shall be actually occupied by 
it in the exercise of its franchises. 

Seo. 9. Foreign corporations may be permitted to do busi- 
ness in this State under such limitations and restrictions as 
may be prescribed by law, but shall be sabjeet to the same 
restrictions and liabilities that are imposed upon, and shall 
have no greater rights than are conferred upon domestic cor- 
porations of like character, and the stockholders of such 
foreign corporations shall be subject to like personal liabilities 
as stockholders in similar domestic corporations, No foreign 
corporation shall acquire or hold any lands in this State, 
except such as may be taken in good faith in payment of 
debts, or such as may be needed for such offices, depots, and 
■warehouses as may be required for its legitimate business; and 
all lands hereafter acquired or held in violation of this pro- 
vision shall escheat to the State. Provision shall be made for 
debarring ali foreign corporations which shall violate any law 
of this State from thereafter being allowed to do business in 
the State. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature may, from time to time, pass laws 
establishing reasonable maximum rates of charges for the 
transportation of passengers and freight, and regulating the 
speed of trains on different railroads in this State, and shall 
prohibit running contracts between such railroad companies 
whereby discrimination is made in favor of either of such com- 
panies, as against other companies owning connecting or- 
intersecting lines of railroads. 

Sec. 11. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock , 
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property, or franchises witli any other railroad corporation 
owning a parallel or competing line; and in no case shall any 
■consolidation take place except npon public notice given, of at 
least sizty days, to all stockholders, in such manner as shall be 
provided by law. 

Sec. 12. No corporation, except for municipal or mining 
purposes, life insurance; or for the construction of railroads 
and canals, shall be created for a longer term than thirty 
years. 

Sec. 13. The term corporation, as used iu this article, siiall 
he construed to include all associations and joint stock com- 
panies having any of the powers or privileges of corporations 
not possessed by individuals or partnerships. 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Ferry, 

Cronse, Hatch, 

Devereau x . Jerome, 

NAYS. 
Mr. Cutcheon, Mr. Pond, 

Divine, Riley, 

Meddangh, Upson, 

Mr. Withey moved that the question be taken on the final 
passage of tlie article by sections ; 
Which motion prevailed. 

The question being taken on the passage of the first seven 

sections, the same were passed, two-thirds of the members of 

the Commission voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows 

YEAS. 



Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 



Mr. Willits, 
Withoy, 



Mr. Orane, 
Cronse, 
Cutcheon, 
Deiereanx, 
Divine, 


Mr. 


Perry, 
Hatob, 
Jerome, 
Eilej, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Wells, 
Willits, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 


Mr. IMdangli, 


Mr 


. Pond, 


Mr. Upson, 



The question recurring on the passage of section eight, tlio 
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same was not passed, two-thirds of the niembers of the Com- 


mission not voting 


therefor, as follows : 
YEAS. 




Mr. Cutcheon, 
DiTine, 
Meddaugh, 


Mr. Pond, 
Riley, 
tFpson, 
NAYS. 


Mr. Willits, 
Wichey, 


Mr. Crane, 
Crouse, 
Devereaus, 


Mr. Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 


The question recurring on the passage of sections nine and 


ten, the same were 


'. passed, two-thirds of the members of the 


Commission voting 


therefor, by yeas and 
YEAS. 


nays, as follows ; 


Mr. Crane, 

Cutcheon, 
Deverean?;, 
Ferry, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Meddangh, 
Pond, 
Riley, 


Mr Upson, 
Wells, 
Willi ts, 
Withey. 
AVoodward, ir> 


Divine, 


NAYS. 


i 


The question recurring on the passage 


ofseetioiielevei), the 


same was not passed, two-thirds of tlie members of the Com- 


mission not voting 


therefor, by yeas and 
YEAS. 


nays, as follows ; 


Mr. Cutcheon, 
Divine, 
Hatch, 


Mr. Meddaugh. 
Pond, 
Biley, 
NAYS. 


Mr. Upson, 
WiUits, 
Withey, 


Mr. Crane, 
Crouse, 


3Ir. Ferry, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 



Devereans, ~ 

The question recurring on the passage of section twelve, the 
same was passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commis- 
sion voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Upson, 

Crouse, Jerome, Wells, 
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Mr. Cnteheon, Mr. Meddangli, Mr. "Willits, 

Divine, Pond, Withey, 

Ferry, KiJey, Woodward, 1.5 

NAYS. 
Mr. Devereaux, 1 

The question recurring on the passage of section thirteen, 
Mr. Wells offered the following substitute therefor : 
Sec. 13. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, 
property, or franchises, with any other railroad corporation 
owning a parallel or competing line. And in no ease shall 
any consolidation take'place, esespt upon public notice giyen, 
of at least sixty days, to all stockholders, in such manner as 
shall he provided hy law. 

Mr. Pond moved to amend the substitute by adding thereto 
the following: "Nor shall any such corporation purchase or 
lease any such parallel or competing line of road." 
The motion prevailed, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Cutcheon, 
Divine, 
Perry, 


Mr. Meddaugh, 
Pond, 
Eiley, 
NAYS. 


Mr. Upson, 
Willits, 
Withey, 


Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
Devereaux, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome. 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 


The (question recurring on the adoption of the substitute, 
the same was not adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS. 


Mr. Divine, 
Ferry, 
Meddaugh. 


Mr. Pond, 
Eiley, 
Upson, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Willits, 
Withey, 


Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
Cutcheon, 


Mr. Devereaux, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 

8 


The question recurring on the passage of section thirteen, 
Mr. Hatch moved to substitute therefor section two of 


Article XIX.-A. 


, present Constitution, 


as follows : 
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Sec. — . No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, 
property, or franchises, with any other railroad corporation 
owning a parallel or competing line ; and iu no case shall any 
consolidation take place, except npon pablic notice given, of 
at least sixty days, to all stockholders, in such manner as 
shall be provided by law. 

Mr. Pond moved to amend the substitute by adding thereto 
the following: 

"Nor shall any such corporation lease any parallel or com- 
peting line of road, and no two or more parallel or competing 
lines of railroad shall be run or operated, directly or indirectly, 
wholly or in part, under the same management or supervision, 
or under or subject to any arrangement, agreement, or under- 
standing with reference to rates of fare or freight to be charged, 
or for the division of earnings ; " 

Which motion prevailed, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Cutcheon, 
Divine, 
Meddaugh, 


Mr. Pond, 
Eilej, 
Upson, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Willits, 
Withej, 

8 


Mr. Crane, 
Cronse, 
Devereaus, 


Mr. Hatcli, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 


Tlie question 


recurring on tire 


adoption of the substitute, 


tlie same was adopted, by yeas and 


nays as follows: 




YEAS. 




Mr. Cutcheon, 
Divine, 

Ferry, 


Mr. Meddangl 
Pond, 
Eiley, 

NAYS. 


1. Mr. TTpson, 
Willits, 
Withey, 


Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
DeyereiiM, 


Mr. Halcli, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 



The question recurring on the passage of the substitute, to 
stand as section thirteen, the same was not passed, two-thirds 
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of the members of the Commission not 
and nays, as follows : 

YEAS. 


voting therefor, by yeas 


Mr. (JatcheoD, 
Divine, 
Perry, 


Mr. Meddangh, 
Tend, 
Riley, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Upson, 
Willi ts, 
Withey, a 


Mr. Crane, 

Crouse, 
Devereaux, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 



Mr. Upson, 
Willits, 



Mj-. Witliey, 
Woodivard, 



The question recurring on the passage of section fourteen, 
the same was not passed, two-thirds of the members of the 
Commission not voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Cronse, Mr. Meddangh, 

Cutcheon, Pond, 

Divine, Eiley, 

NAYS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, 

Devereanx, Jerome, 

Ferry, Wells, 

Mr. Upson moved to insert the following, to stand as sec- 
tion fourteen : 

Sec. 14. No railroad corporation shall issue, or present, or 
cause to be issued, or presented, directly, or indirectly, to any 
person holding or exercising any civil office or appointment 
within this State, any free pass or ticket over its road; nor 
shall such corporation issue, or cause or permit to be issned, 
to or for the use of any such person, any commutatjon pass, 
or ticket, upon any other or different terms or conditions than 
the terms and conditions upon which it at the time issues like 
passes, or tickets, to the public generally. 

The motion did not prevail, two-thirda of the Commission 
not voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crouse, Mr. Meddaugh, 

Cutcheon, Pond, 

Divine, Riley, 



Mr. Upson, 
Willits, 
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Mr. Withey, 
Woodward, 



NAYS. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, 

Deverearix, Jerome, 

Perry, Wells, 8 

The qaestion recurring on tlje passage of section fifteen, the 

same was not passed, two-thirds of the members of the Com- 

a not voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

XEAS. 



Mr. Ciifccheon, 
Divine, 
Meddangh, 


Mr. Pond, Mr. Upson, 
Eiley, Willits, 

r 

NAYS. 


Mr. Crane, 
Cronse, 
Devereaux, 


Mr. Jerrv, Mr. Wells, 
Hatch, Withey, 
Jerome, Woodward, 9 


The question recnrriiig on the' passage of sections sixteeu 


and seventeen, the 


same were passed, two-thirds of the mem- 


bers of the Commission votiug therefor, by yeas and nays, as 


follows : 


YEAS. 


Mr. Crane, 
Cronse, 
Cntcheon, 
Devereaus, 
Divine, 
Perry, 


Mr. Hatch, Mr. Upson, 
Jerome, Wells, 
Meddaiigh, Willits, 
Pond, Withey, 
Kiley, Woodward, 

16 



NAYS. 

Mr. Jerome moved that the vote hy which section eleven 
was not passed be reconsidered ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Withej moved the following as a substitute therefor: 

Section 11. All domestic corporations, except mining com- 
panies in the upper peninsula, shall keep their principal ofBce 
in this State; 

Whieb motion prevailed. 

The question recnrring on the passage of the substitute to 
stand as section eleven, the same was not passed, two-thirds 
of the members of the Commission not voting therefor, by yeas 
and nays, as follows : 



21 
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YEAS. 




Mr. CutcheoD, 
Divine, 

Hatch, 


Mr. Meddaugh, 
Pond, 

NAYS. 


Mr. irpson, 
Will its. 
Withey, 


Mr. Crane, 
Orouse, 


Mr. Devereaux, 


Mr. Wells, 
Woodward, 



Mr, Pond moved that the following be added as a further 
section to the article : 

Sec. — . N"o railroad corporation shall consolidate with, or 
purchase, or lease, any parallel or competing line of road. No 
agreement for the consolidation of two or more railroad com- 
panies shall be entered into, and no lease of the road of one 
railroad corporation to another shall be made, without the 
assent of three-fonrtha of the stockholders of each corporation 
interested, to be given in such manner as may be provided by 
law. 

Mr. Hatch moved to amend by striking out the words "or 
purchase," in the second line. 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Hatch, 
Jtrome, 



Mr. Crane, 
C rouse, 
Deveraiis, 

NAYS. 
Mr. Cutcheon, Mr. Meddaugh. 

Divine, Pond, 

Ferry, Itiley, 

The question recurring on the passage of the section as pro- 
posed by Mr. Pond, the same was not passed, two-tliirds of the 
members of the Commission not voting therefor, by yeas and 
nays, as follows : 

YEAS. 
Mr. Cufcheon, Mr. Meddaugh, Mr. Upso 



Mr. Wells, 

Woodward, 



Mr. Upson, 
Willils, 
Withey, 



Divine, 
Ferry, 



Pond, 
Ki!ey, 



Will its, 
Witbey, 



;Ot>y Google 



CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. 163 

NAYS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Wells, 

Crouse, Jerome, Woodward, 

DeverDaux, 7 

Mr. Hatch moved that section two, of Art. XrX,-A. of the 
present Constitution, be added to the article as section eleven, 
as follows : 

Sec. 11. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, 
property, or franchises, with any other railroad corporation 
owning a parallel or competing line ; and in no case shall any 
consolidation take place, except upon pnblic notice given, of 
at least sixty days, to all stockholders, in such manner as shall 
be provided by laiv. 

Mr. Pond moved that the following be substituted therefor: 

"Ho railroad company shall consolidate with or lease any 
parallel or competing line of road. Noagreemenfcfor the con- 
solidation of any two or more railroad companies shall be 
entered into, and no lease of the road of one railroad corpora- 
tion to another sliall be made withont the assent of three- 
fourths of the stockholders of each corporation interested, to 
be given in such mauner as may be provided by law." 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

Tbe same was laid on the table. 

The article was ordered reprinted. 

WOMAIT SUFFRAGE. 

On motion of Mr, IVillits, 

The Commission resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the genera! order, Mr. Willits in the chair, and, after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose and, through their 
chairman, made the following report ; 

EEPOET OP TUK COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

The committee of the whole have had under consideration 
Printed bill No. 69, relative to the Elective Franchise, 
Have made sundry amendments thereto, and have directed 
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me to report the same back to the CommiEBion, recommeDd- 
ing that the amendments be concurred in, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

EDWIN WILLITS, Chairman. 
Report accepted and committee discharged. 
The amendments were not concurred in, by jeaa and nays, 
as follows : 

YEAS. 



Mr. Grouse, 




Hatcli, 


Pond, 


CntcheoB, 




Jerome, 


Eilej, 


Divine, 




HAYS. 




Mr. Perry, 




Mr. Wells, 


Mr. Wilhey, 


Medclaugli, 




Willits, 


Woodward, 


Upson, 








On motion of Mr. Ferry, 




Tlie bill was 


laid 


on tlie table. 





TAXING THE SALE OF LIQUOKS, 

The committee on phraseology, to whom was referred printed 
bill No. 71, relative to taxing the sale of liquors, 

Eespectfiilly report that they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
Commission with an amendment thereto, recommending that 
the amendment be concurred in, and that the section when 
BO amended do pass, and ask to be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the subject. 

H. H. HATCH, 
For Chairman of Committee. 

Report accepted and committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Withey, the proposed section was laid on 
the table. 

ADJOURKMBST. 

On motion of Mr. Withoy, 
The Commission adjourned. 
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THIETY-EIGETH DAY. 

Lansing, Wednesday, Odoler 15, 1S73. 
The Commission was called to order at 9.30 o'clock by the 
Chairman. 

Roll called : qaorum present. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. Ferry moved to take from the table, 

Printed bill No. 69, relative to the elective franchise; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Jerome moved that the proposition be referred back to 
Mr. Ferry as a special committee, with instructions to modify 
the same, so as to make it applicable as a proposed amend- 
ment to the present coiistittition ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

COKPOEATIOKS OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL, 

On motion of Mr, Meddangh, 

Article XL, of Corporations other than Municipal, 

Was laid on the table. 

TAXING THE SALE OF LIQUORS. 

Mr. Meddangh moved to take from the table, 

Printed bill No. 71, relative to taxing the sole of liquors; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hatch moved that the following be inserted as a snb- 
stitnte for the substance of printed bill No, 71, to stand ae an 
addition to the provision of the present coustitntion on the 
subject : 

" But the Legislature shall restrict and regulate the sale of 
such spirits, and may impose specific taxation upon the traffic 
therein. The sale, or other disposition of intoxicating liquors 
to minors, persons under guardianship, insane and idiotic per- 
sons, paupers, and common drunkards, is wholly prohibited." 

Pending the question on the substitute. 
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Mr. Woodward moved to strike out the word " two," where 
it occurs in printed bill No. 71, as fixing the amount of the 
tax to be paid, and to insert the word one in lieu thereof. 

The motion did not prevail, by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS. 



Mr. Crane, 
Ferry, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Meddaugh, 
Woodward, 


6 


Mr. Grouse, 
Cutcheon, 
Divine, 


Jlr. Pond, 
Riley, 
Upson, 


Mr. Wells, 
Wichey, 


8 


The question 


recurring on the adoption of the substitute. 


the same was not adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 




Mr. Meddaugh, 


Mr. Pond, 

NAYS. 




3 


Mr. Crane, 
Gronse, 
Cutebeon, 
Divine, 


Mr. Ferry, 
Jerome, 
Itiley, 
Upson, 


Mr. Wells, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 


11 


The bi!l being on its fiual passage, the same was 


not 


passed, two-thi 


rds of the members 


of the Commission 


not 


voting therefor, 


, by yeas and nays, as 
YEAS. 


follows : 




Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
Cutcheon, 
Devereaux. 


Mr. Divine, 
Ferry, 

Riley, ' 

NAYS. 


Mr. Wells, 
Withev. 
Woodward, 


11 


Mr. Meddaugh, 


Mr. Poud, 


Mr, Upson, 


3 


Ml-. Upson 


moved that the vote 


by which the bill 


was 


lost be reconsi 


dered ; 






Whieh motion prevailed. 






On motion of Mr. Withey, 






The bill wiis 


laid on the table. 







ADJOUJiNMENT. 
On motion of Mr. Gronse, 
The Commission adjourned. 
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AFTERKOON SESSION. 
The Commission was called to order ly the cliairmao at 
2:30. 
Roll called : quorum present. 

Mr. Upson moved to take from tlio table printed bill No. 71, 
relative to tasiug the sale of liquors ; 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Meddaugh moved that the following be eubstittitod for 
the substance of the proposition, to stand as an addition to 
the present provision of the constitution on the subject : 

"But the Legislature shall restrain and regulate the traffic 
in such spirits, and impose specific taxation thereon, and the 
Bale, or other disposition of intoxicating drinks, to minors, 
persona nnder guardianship, insane and idiotic persons, pau- 
pers, and common drunkards, is wholly prohibited;" 
Which motion did not prevail. 

The question recurring on the final passage of the proposi- 
tion, the same was passed, two-thirds of the members of the 
Commission voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Divine, Mr. Upson, 

Crouae, Ferry, Wells, 

Catcheon, Jerome, Withey, 

Devereunx, Riley, Woodward, 12 

NAYS. 
Mr. Hatch, Mr. Medduugh, Mr. Pond, 3 

The bill was referred to the committee on phraseology for 
engrossment. 

WOMAN SUPFHAGE. 

Mr. Ferry, as the special committee to whom was referred 
printed bill No. 69, relative to the elective franchise, reported 
the same back, with an amendment, as instrnctod. 

The question being on its final passage, the same was not 
passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission not 
voting therefor, as follows : 
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YEAS. 




r. Crane, 
Ferry, 


Mr. Upson, 


Mr. Withey, 


NAYS. 




r. Cronse, 
Cutcheon, 
Divine, 
Hatch, 


Mr. Jerome, 
Mbddaugh, 
Pond, 


Mr. Riley, 
Wells, 
Woodward, 



10 

CORPORATION'S OTHER THAN MCFICIPAL. 

Mr. Hatch moved to take from the table. 

Article XL, of Corporations other than Municipal; also, 
the proposed section offered by him yesterday, being section 
two of Article XIX.- A., of the present Constitution ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

The question being on Mr. Pond's amendment thereto, the 
same was not adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows : 
YEAS. 



Mr. Cutcheon, 
Divine, 
Meddaugh, 


Mr. Pond, 
Eiley, 

NAYS. 


Mr. Upson, 
AVithey, 


7 


Mr. Crane, 

Cronse, 
Devereaux, 


Mr. Perry, 
Halcb, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Wells, 

Woodn-ard, 


8 


The question 


recurring on the passage of the proposed . 


sec- 


tion, the same 








Was passed, two-thirds of the members of the Commission 


voting therefor. 


by yeas and nays, as 
YEAS. 


i follows: 




Mr. Crane, 
Grouse, 
CntcheoD, 
Devereaus, 


Mr. Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Riley, 

NAYS. 


Mr, Upson, 
Wells, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 


13 


Mr. Divine, 


Mr. Meddaugh 


Mr. Pond, 


3 


Mr. Upson moved that the vote 


by which the section 


was 


passed be reconsidered ; 
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Which motion did not prevail, by yeas aod nays, as follows: 
YEAS. 
Mr. Meddaugh, Mr. Eiley, Mr, Upson, 

Pond, 4 

NAYS. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Ferry, Mr. Wella, 

Crouse, Hatch, Withey, 

Cutcheon, Jerome, Woodward, 

Devereaux, 10 

The article was referred to the committee on phraseology 
for engrossment 

PRE.4MKLE. 

The Preamble being on its final passage, 

Mr. Eiley moved the following as a substitute therefor; 

We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to 
Almighty God, the Sovereign Euler of nations, for civil and 
religious liberty, do ordain and establish this Consititution. 
YEAS. 



Mr. Cutcheon, 
Devereaux, 


Mr. Divine, 
Eiley, 

NAYS, 


Mr. Wells, 

Withey, 6 


Mr, Crane, 
Croase, 
Ferry, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome. 
Meddaugh, 


Mr. Pond, 
Upson, 
Woodward, 9 


The question recurring on the passa 
same was passed, two-thirds of the m 


ge of the Preamble, the 
lembersof the Comrais- 


sion voting therefor, by yeus and nays, 


, as follows: 




YEAS. 




Mr. Crane, 
Crouse, 
Cutcheon, 
Devereaux, 
Divine, 


Mr. Ferry, 
Hatch, 
Jerome, 
Meddaugh, 
Pond, 


Mr. Eiley, 
Upson, 
Wells, 
Withey, 
Woodward, 15 



NAYS. 

The Preamble was referred to the committee on phraseology 
for eogrossment. 
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On motion of Mr. Hatcli, 

The Cummission proceeded to revise the enrolled bills, as 
in committee of the whole. Before concluding tLi>i revision. 
On motion of Mr. Devereaux, 
Adjourned till half past 7 p. m. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Commission was called to order at 7:30 o'clock, bj the 
Chairman. 
Roll called: quorum present. 



Mr. Jerome moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
Commission passed 

Article XIIL, of Education. 

The Chairman decided the motion out of order, under the 
rules governing the Commission. 

Mr. Jerome moved that the rules inconsistent with the fore- 
going motion be suspended ; 

The motion did not prevail, two-thirds of the members of the 
Commission not voting therefor, by yeas and nays, as follows ; 

YEAS. 
Mr. Devercaas, Mr, Jerome, Mr. Withey, 

Ferry, Wells, "Woodward, 



Hatch, 



NAYS. 



Mr. Crane, Mr. Divine, Mr. Riley, 

Grouse, Meddaugh, Upson, 

Cutcheon, Pond, "Willifs, 9 

THE SCHEDULE. 

Mr. Riley, from the special committee on schedule, reported 
the schedule back without amendment. 

The schedule was considered, and amended by striking out 
sections 6, 7, 8, 9, and 11, It then passed, two-thirds of the 
Commission voting therefor, as follows : 
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r. Crouae, 
CutcheoT-, 


Mr. Hatch, 
Jerome, 


Mr. Upson, 
Well!, 


Di^vereaux, 

niviiie, 

Ferry, 


MecJJaugl), 

Pond, 

Eilej, 


Willlts, 
Witliej, 
Woodward, 



15 



littee on pbraseology 



NAYS. 
The schedule was referred to the eomn; 
for engrossment. 

TIME FOlt THE CLOSING SESSIOK. 

On motion of Mr. Meddaugh, 

Reifolved, That when the Oommissioa adjourn to-night it 
be till to-morroiv morning at eight o'clock. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO KEPORT TO THE GOVERKOB. 

On motion of Mr. Hatch, 

The chairman of the Commission was appointed a commit- 
tee to report the worli of tlie Comoiission to the Governor. 
On motion of Mr. Pond, 
Mr. Jerome and Mr. Withey were added to said committee. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On motion of Mr. Meddaugh, 
The Commission adjourned. 



THIKTY-NIN'L'H DAY. 

Lansing, TJmrsday, October 16, 1S7S. 
The Commission was called to order at 8 o'clock by the 
Chairman, 
Roll called: quorum present, 

PRINTINQ THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. Hatch moved that the coustitntion, as amended, be 
printed in the journal, and tliat a sufficient number of extra 
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copies be printed to furnish to eacli of the niombers and oiS- 
cers of tlie commission ten copies. Also, that the clerk be 
directed to forward such copies to the members and officers. 

Winch motion prevailed, 

Mr. Meddaugh moved that the chairman of the committee 
on phraseology be requested to read the proof of the constitu- 
tion to be printed in the journal, 

"Which motion prevailetJ. 

REPORT TO THE GOVERNOE. 

Mr. Hatch moved that Mr. Pond be added to the special 
committee to report the work of the Commission to the Gov- 
ernor ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

CEETII'TINQ -THE WORK OF THE COMMISSIOIT. 

Mr. Riley moved that the members of the 
the report, certifying their work to the tfovernor. 
Which motion prevailed. 



TESTIMONIAL TO THE 

Mr. Withey, on behalf of messengers Brown, Barry, and 
Eiee, presented to the chairman a bo^ containing an inkstand 
and gold pen, accompanied by an appropriate address, which 
was responded to by the chairman. 

Mr. Wells offered the following resolution: 

Whereas, The Hon. Sullivan M. Cntcheon has, without fear, 
and above reproach, served the Constitutional Commission of 
Michigan ably and well, as its presiding officer; be it therefore 

Resolved, That we give to him our thanks for kiodness and 
courtesy extended to us all, throughout the entire session of 
our deliberations; and that we shall retura to our respective 
homes with the consciousness of having been greatly aided in 
our deliberations by a chairman who had promptness, parlia- 
mentary skill, and a constant desire to be jnsttoal!: as we 
part this day, we wish to closely connect with oar farewell to 
him an honored friend, the words, well done. 
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REMARKS BY ME. WITHEY. 

Mr. Withey. — lam very glad of the opportunity, through 
this resolution, of uniting in its spirit. Our deliberations 
have been presided over by our chairman to our entire satis- 
iiiction. His courtesy and urbanity have been constant. We 
have al! ivitnessed his deference and kindness. His rnlinga 
have been impartial and correct ; his judgment unbiased ; and 
we have reason, without any qualification, moat cordially to 
unite in the sentiments of that resolution. It has personally 
my cordial approbation, as we)! as the gentlemen who has pre- 
sided over us, my entire confidence and esteem. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

KESPONSE BY THE CHAIRMAN. 

Gentlemen of the Commission — I can only say that I fully 
appreciate the feeling of good-wiil you have here expressed 
towards me; that our sessions have been made pleasant to 
each other by the uniform friendliness of all the members of 
the Commission; and that I am gi-atefnl for that uniform 
courtesy that has been manifested toward m?, and shall long 
remember the pleasant associations I hare here enjoyed. 

COMPILING AND INDEXING THE JOURNAL. 

Mr. Riley offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Henry S. Clubb be allowed the sum of one 
hundred dollars for his services in preparing and indexing 
the proceedings of this Commission for publication in book 
form, and fi>r any other services necessary in closing its work. 

The resolution was adopted. 

REASSEMBLING Ot THE COMMISSION. 

Mr. Withey offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That when this C>)mmission adjourn to-day, it be 
to such time, prior to the 30th day of November nest, as shall 
hereafter be designated by the Chairman of the Commission, 
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and notice thereof given to the members, if occasion requires 
the botiy to again convene. 
The resolution was adopted. 

BEPOET OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUPPLIES. 

Mr. WilHfs, chairman of the committee on sapplies, Bub- 
mifcted the report of the committee, showing the incidental 
expenses of the Commission, as follows: 

F. F. Russell, bill ordered by clerk $18 17 

Eicbmond & Backus, bill ordered by clerk 7 HO 

A. Beymer, express, 70 

Richmond & Backus, bill ordered by clerk 54 39 

Richmond & Backus, bill ordered by clerk 5 40 

B. F. Simons, bill ordered by clerk--. 16 60 

W. S. Gfeorge & Co., printing - - 28 00 

Henry S. Clubb, postage, etc Q2 

Grove & Whitney, ordered by doorkeeper 90 

Davis & Larned, ordered by doorkeeper 90 

A. R Thayer, ordered by doorkeeper 60 

J. Esselstyn &, Sons, ordered by doorkeeper 1 70 

Samuel F. Cook, arranging scrap books 89 00 

Samuel F. Cook, engrossing clerk 30 00 

Ferle & Co., ordered by clerk 1 78 

S. D. Bingham, P. M., ; 



t377 13 
Tbe report was accepted, the committee discharged, and 
the several amounts, as reported, were allowed. 
FINAL ADJOUENMENT. 
On motion of Mr. Crane, 
The Commission adjourned sine die. 
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THE CONSTITUTION AS EEVISED AND AMENDED. 

The foliowiiig ia the eommmiication to ije transmitted to 
the Governor; 
To Hon. John J. Bagley, 

Governor of the State of Michigan : 
The nn()ersigned, members of the Constitutional Commis- 
eion appointed by your Excellency, under, and in accordance 
with the Joint Eesolution of the Legislature of said State, 
entitled "Joint Resolution to provide for a Oommiseion for 
the revision of the Constitatioa of the State of Michigan," 
approved April 24, 1873, respectfully report that said Cum- 
miasion has performed the duty imposed upon it, and herewith 
place in the hands of your Excellency the result of its labors, 
in the form of a revision of the Constitution, 

And they report and certify that every proposition contained 
in said revision is endorsed and recommended by two-thirda 
of the whole number of members of said Commission. 

A committee, appointed by the Commission in that behalf, 
will, as soon as the same can be prepared, report to your 
Excellency in detail the principal changes made in the present 
Constitution, and the reasons which have induced the Cotn- 
miasion to recommend such changes. 
Dated at Lansing, October 16, 1873. 

SULLIVAN M. CUTCHEON, Chairman, 
ISAA.C M. CRANE, S. C. MOFFATT, 

IRA D. GROUSE, ASHLEY POND, 

J. R DEVEREAUX, H. H. lilLEY. 

JOHN DIVINE, CHAS. UPSON. 

Wm. M. ferry, n. G. WELLS, 

H, H. HATCH, EDWIN WILLITS, 

D. H. JEROME, S. L. WITHEY, 

E. W. MEDDAUGH, L. WOODWARD. 
Attest: Hbnet S. Clubb, 

Glerh of the Commission. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



The People of the State of Michigan do ordain this Con- 
stilution: 

ARTICLE 1. 

BOUKDAIUES AND SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 

Section 1. The Ktate of Michigan is bounded as follows, 
to wit : Commendng at a point on tlie eastern boundary line 
of the State of Indiana, where a direct line drawn from tha 
Bouthern estremity of Lake Michigan to the most northerly 
cape of the Manmee Bay, shall iotersect the same, said point 
being the northwest corner of the State of Ohio, as estab- 
lished by an act of Congress entitled, "An actio establish ihe 
northern boundary line of the State of Ohio, and to provide 
for the admission of the State of Michigan into the Union 
upon the conditions therein expressed," approved June fif- 
teenth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-sis ; thence 
with the said bonndary line of the State of Ohio till it ioter- 
flecfa the boundary line between the United Statesand Canada 
in Lake Erie; thence with the said boundary line between 
the United States and Canada through the Detroit river. Lake 
St. C'iair, the St. Clair river, Lake Huron, the St. Mary's river 
and Lake Superior, to a point where the said line last touches 
Lake Superior; thence in a direct line through Lake Superior 
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to the mouth of tlie Montreal river; thence through the mid- 
dle of the main ebaonel of the said Montreal rirer to the 
head waters thereof, as marked upon the survey made by Cap- 
tain Cramm, by authority of the United States; thence in a 
direct line to the center of the channel between Middle and 
South Islands, in the Lake of the Desert; thence in a direct 
line to the southern shore of Lake Brule; thence along said 
southern shore and down the Brule river to the main channel 
of the Menominee river; thence down the centre of the main 
channel of the same, to the center of the most usual ship- 
channel of the Green Bay of Lake Michigan ; thence through 
the center of the most usual ship-channel of the said bay to 
the middle of Lake Michigan ; thence through the middle of 
Lake Michigan to the northern boundary of the State of 
Indiana, as that Jiue vjas established by the act of Congress, of 
the nineteenth of April, eighteen hundred and sixteen; thence 
due east with the north boundary line of the said Stjite of 
Indiana to the northeast corner thereof; and thence south 
with the eastern boundary line of Indiana to the place of 
beginning. 

Sec. 3. The seat of government shall remain at Lansing. 

ARTICLE IL 

BILL OF EIGHTS. 

Sectios 1. AH political power is inherent in the people. 
Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security, and 
protection ; they have the right to change or reform the same 
whenever the public good requires. No special privilege or 
immunity shall be granted that may not be revoked. 

Sec. 3. Every person shall he at liberty to worship God 
according to the dictates of his own conscience. No person 
shall be compelled to attend, or, against his consent, to con- 
tribute to the erection or support of any place of religious 
■worship, or to pay tithes, taxes, or other rates, for the sapporfc 
of any minister of the gospel, or teacher of religion. 
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Sec. 3. The civil and political rights, privileges aud capac- 
ities of no person shall be diminished or enlarged, nor shall 
any person be incompetent to be a witness, on account of hia 
opinions or belief concerning matters of religion, nor shall 
any witness be questioned tonching his religious belief. 

Sec. 4. Every person may freely speak, write, and publish 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abnae 
of that right; and no law shall be passed to reslrain or 
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all prosecu- 
tions for libel, the truth may be given in evidence to the 
jury, and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libelous is true, and was published with good motives and 
for justifiable ends, the accused shall be acquitted; aud the 
jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 

Sec. 5. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impair- 
ing the obligation of contracts, shall be passed. 

Sec. 6. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspended, unless, in case of rebellion or invasion, the 
public safety may require it. 

Sec. 7- The right of trial by jury shall remain, but shall be 
deemed to be waived in all civil cases, unless demanded by 
one of the parties in such manner as shall be prescribed by 
law. The legislature may authorize, in all civil and criminal 
cases, a trial by jury of a less number than twelve men. 

Sec. S. In every criminal prosecution, the accused shall 
have the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial 
jury, to be informed of the accusation, to be confronted with 
witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for obtain- 
ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel 
for his defense. 

Sec. 9. Any suitor in any court in this State shall have the 
right to prosecute or defend his suit, either in person or by 
attorney. 

Bec. 10, The person, houses, papers aud possessions of 
every person shall be secure from unreasonable search and 
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Beizure. No warrant to search any place, or to seize any person 
or thing, sliall issue witlioiit describing sacli place, persoa or 
thiDg, nor without probable cause, supported by oath or a£Br- 
matioii. 

Sec. 11. No person, after acquittal upon the merits, shall be 
tried for the same offense. All persons shall, before convic- 
tion, be bailable by sufBeienfc sureties, except for murder and 
treason, when the proof is evident or the presumption great. 

Sec. 12. Treason against the State shall consist only in 
levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them 
aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason, 
unless upon the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt 
act, or on confession in open court. 

Sec. 13. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive fines 
shall not be impnsed ; cruel or unusual punishments shall not 
be inflicted, nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained. 

Sec. 14. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or 
property, without due process of law. No person shall be 
compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness against him- 
self. But if any person shall elect to make a statement in his 
own behalf, he shall be subject to cross-examination relative 
to the matter of such statement. 

Sec. 15. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out 
of or foundt-d or. contract, express or implied, except in case 
of fraud, or breach of trust, or for moneys collected by public 
ofBcers, or in any professional employment. No person shall 
be imprisoned for a military fine in time of peace. 

Sec. 16. Every person has a right to bear arms for the 
defense of himself and of the State. 

Sec. 17. The military shall be in strict subordination to tho 
civil power. 

Sec. 18. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
any house without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor 
in time of war, except in a manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 19. The people have the right peaceably to assemble. 
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to coQSnlt for the commoa good, to instrnot their representa- 
tives, and to petitioD the Legiakture for redress of grievaacea, 

Sec. 20. Neither slavery nor iuvoluntary servitude, unless 
for the punishment of crime, shall ever be tolerated in this 
State. 

Sec. 21. Aliens who are, or may hereafter become bona 
fide residents of this State, shall enjoy the same rights in 
respect to the possession, enjoyQient, and inheritaaceof prop- 
erty, as native-born citizens. 

Sec. 23. Private property shall not be taken for public ua6 
without just compensation. 

AllTICLE III. 

DITXSION OF THE POWERS OF GOTERHMENT. 

Section 1. The powers of government are divided into 
tliree departments : Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. 

Sec. 2. No person belonging to one department shall exer- 
cise power properly belonging to another, except in the 
cases expressly provided in this Constitution. 

ARTICLE IV. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Sectioh' 1. The Legislative power is vested in a Senate and 
House of Reprosentiitives. 

Sec. 3. The Senate shall consist of thirty-two members. 
But, after the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eeventy-five, the Legislature may increase the number to 
thirty-three, by authorizing the election of two Senators 
in that portion of the State now included within the limits 
of the Thirty-second Senatorial District. Senators shall be 
elected for four years, and by single districts. At the first 
election after the adoption of this amended Constitution, Sen- 
ators in the odd-numbered districts shall be elected for two 
years, and in the eveu-n umbered districts for four years. Sucli 
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districts sliall be numhered from one to thirty-tliree inclnsive, 
each oF which shall choose one Senator. No connty shall be 
divided in the formation of Senate districts, unless snch 
connty shall be eqnitaUy entitled to two or more Senators. 

Sec. 3. The Hoase of EepresentatiTes shall consist of not 
more than one hundred and ten memliprs. Representatives 
ehall be chosen for two years, and by single districts. Each 
representative district shall contain, aa nearly as may be, an 
eqna! number of inhabitants, and shall consist of convenient 
and contiguous territory; but every organized county con- 
taining a population of not less than four thousand, and 
every two or more contiguous organized counties, containing 
a like population, shall constitute a representative district, 
and be entitled to one Representative. In every county 
entitled to more than one Representative, the board of super- 
Tisors shall assemble at such time and place as may be pro- 
vided bylaw, and divide the same into representative districts, 
equal to the number of Representatives to which such county 
is entitled by law, and shall cause to be filed in the offices of 
the Secretary of State and clerk of such county, a description 
of such representative districts, specifying the number of each 
district, and the population thereof according to the last 
enumeration. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shall provide by law for an enume- 
ration of the inhabitants in the year eighteen hundred and 
eightj-four, and every ten years thereafter ; and at the first 
session after each enumeration so made, and also at the first 
session after each enumeration by the authority of the United 
States, the Legislature shall re-arrange the Senate districts, 
and apportion anew the Representatives among the counties 
and districts, according to the number of inhabitants. But 
no re-arrangement of Senate districts shall vacate the seat of 
any Senator. Bach apportionment, and the division into rep- 
resentative districts by any board of supervisors, shall remain 
nnaltered until the return of another enumeration. 
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Ssa 5. Every Senator and Representative aliaM be a citizen 
of the United States, and a qualified elector of the diafci-ict he 
represents. A removal from his district shall be deemed a 
vacation of his office. 

Sec. 6. No person holtling any elective State office, except 
that of Regent of the Univeraitj or Member of the Board of 
Education, and no person holding the office of probate judge, 
county clei-k, register of deeds, 'county treasurer, sheriff, county 
superinteodent of schools, prosecuting attorney, or any office 
to which he was appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
be allowed to tiike or hold a seat in either house of the Legis- 
lature. 

Sec. 7. Senators and Representatives shall not be subject to 
arrest upon any civil process during the session of the Legis- 
lature, or for fifteen days next before the commencement and 
after the termination of each session ; they shall not be ques- 
tioned in any other place for any speech in either House, 

Sec. 8. A majority of each House shall constitute a quorum 
to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day 
to day, and compel the attendance of absent members in such 
manner, and under such penalties, as each House may prescribe. 

Sec. 9. Each House shall choose its own officers, except as 
otherwise provided in this constitution; determine the rules 
of its proceedings, and judge of the qualifications, elections, 
and returns of its members, and may, with the concurrence of 
two-thirds of all the members elected, expel a member. The 
reasons for such expulsion shall be entered upon the journal, 
■with the names of the members voting oa the question. No 
member shall be expelled a second time for the same cause, 
nor for any cause kaown to his constituents before his election. 

Sec. 10. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and publish the same, except such parts as may require 
secrecy. The yeas and nays of the members of either House 
on any question shall be taken at the request of one-fifth 
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of the members elected. Any member of either Iloaae may 
dissent from and protest against any act, proceeding, or reso- 
lution which he may deem injurious to any person or the pub- 
lic, and have the reason of bis dissent entered ou the jotiroal. 

Sec. 11. In all elections by either House, oriu jointconven- 
tioii, the votes shall be given viva voce. All votes on nomina- 
tions to the Senate shall be taken by yeas and nays, and pub- 
lished with the journal of its proceedings. 

Sec. 13. The doors of each House shall be open, unless the 
pnblic welfare require secrecy. Neither House shall, without 
■the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than where the Legislature may then 
be in session. 

Seo. 13. Bills may originate in either House, but no bill or 
new subject of legislation shall be introduced after the expi- 
ration of the first fifty days of the session, except on recom- 
mendation of the Governor by siiecial message. At extra ses- 
sions, legislation shall be confined to the subjects expressly 
named in the G-overnor's proclamation, and subjects submitted 
by special message. 

Sec. 14. Every bill and joint resolution passed by the Legis- 
lature, and every concurrent resolution appropriating money 
■or property, shall be presented to the Governor, and if he 
approve, he shall sign it ; but if not, he shall return it with 
bis objections, to the House in which it originated, which 
shall enter the objections at large upon its journal, and recon- 
sider it. On such reconsideration, if two-thirds of the mem- 
bers elected agree to pass such bill or resolution, it shall be 
sent, with the objections, to the other House, by which it shall 
be reconsidered. If approved by two-thirds of the members 
elected to that House, it shall become operative. In such case 
the vote of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and naya, 
and the names of the members voting for and against it shall 
be entered on the journals of each House respectively. If any 
bill or resolution be not returned bj the Governor within ten 
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days (Sundays excepted), after it has beea presented to him, 
the same shall become operative in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Lpgislatnre, by their adjournment, pre- 
Tent its retnrn; in which case it shall not become operative. 
The Governor may apjirove, sign, and file in the office of the 
Secretary of State, within five days after the adjournment of 
the Legislature, any act passed during the last 6ve days of the 
session, and the same shall become operative. 

Sec. 15. The compensation of members of the Legislature 
shall be four dollars a day for actual attendance and when 
absent on account of sickness. They shall be entitled to ten 
cents, and no more, for every mile actually traveled going to 
and returning from the place of meeting, on the usually trav- 
eled route; and for stationery and newspapers not exceeding 
five dollars for each member during any session. Each mem- 
ber shall be entitled to one copy of the laws, journals, and 
documents of the Legislature of which he was a member; but 
«hall not receive, at the expense of the State, books, news- 
papers, or other perquisites of office not expressly authorized 
by this constitution. 

Seo. 16. The President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Eepresentatives shall be entitled to the same per 
diem compensation and mileage as members of the Legisla- 
ture, and no more. 

Sec. 17. No person elected a member of the Legislature 
ahull receive any civil appointment within this State, or to the 
Senate of the United States, from the Governor, the Governor 
and Senate, from the Legislature, or any other State authority, 
or be eligible to any office which shall have been created, or 
the emoluments of which shall have been increased by the 
Legislatnro during the term for which he is elected. Ail such 
appointmentSj'and all votes given for any person so elected, 
for anysach office or appointment, shall be void, No member 
of the Legislature shall be interested directly or indirectly, in 
any contract with the State, or any municipal corporation 
34 
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thereof, authorized by any law passed dnring the time for 
■which he is elected, or for one year thereafter. 

Sec. 18. Every bill and joint resolution shall be read three 
times in each House before the final passage thereof. No bill 
or joint resolution shall become a law without the concurrence 
of a majority of aJI the members elected to each House On 
the final passage of each bill and joint resolution the vote 
shall be taken separately, by yeas and nays, and entered on 
the journal. 

Sec, 19. No law shall embrace more than one object, which 
shall be expressed in its title. No law shall be revised, altered, 
or amended by reference to its title only ; but the act revised, 
and tbe section or sections of the act altered or amended, 
shall be re-enacted and published at length. No public act 
shall take effect or be in force nntil the expiration of njnety 
dajs from the end of the session at which the same is passed, 
anless, in case of some emergency to be stated in tbe act, tbe 
Legislature shall otherwise direct, by a two-thirds vote of the 
members elected to each House, to be taken by yeas and nays. 

Sec. 30. The Legislature shall not grant or authorize extra 
compensation to any public officer, agent, or contractor, after 
the sei'vice haa been rendered or the contract entered into. 

Sec. ai. The Legislature abaU provide by law that the fur- 
nishing of fuel and stationery for the nse of the State, the 
printing and binding the laws and journals, all blanks, papers, 
and printing for the executive department and State offices, 
and all other printing ordered by the Legislature, shall be let 
by contract to the lowest competent and responsible bidder or 
bidders, who shall give adequate and satisfactory security for 
the perfoi'mance thereof. The Legislature shall prescribe by 
law the manner in which the State printing shall he executed, 
and the accounts rendered therefor, and shall prohibit all 
charges for constructive Jabor, It shall not rescind or alter 
Buch contract, nor release the person or persons taking the 
Eame, or his or their sureties, from the performance of any of 
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the conditions of the contract No member of the Legislature, 
or officer of the State, shall be in terested, direotly or indirectly, 
in any ench contract, or any contract with the State. 

Sec. 23. The Legislatnre shall not pass local or special laws 
in any of the following enumerated cases: 

First, Divorcing any named party, or upon the eubject of 
divorce ; 

Second, Changing the names of persons or places; 

Third, Regulating the practice in courts of justice, or reg- 
nlating the jurisdiction and duties of justices of the peace, or 
constables ; 

Fourth, Providing for changes of venue in civil or criminal 
cases ; 

Fifth, Providing for the election or appointment of mem- 
bers of boards of supervisors ; 

tiixth, Summoning and empaneling grand or petit jurors; 

Seventh, Eegulating the rate of interest on money; 

Eighth, Authorizing the sale, lease, or mortgage of real 
estate belonging to minors, or by esecutora or administrators, 
or by any religious corporation or society ; 

Ninth, Chartering or licensing ferries or toll bridges; 

Tenth, Remitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures ; 

Eleventh, Creating, increasing, or decreasing fees, percent- 
ages, or allowances of public officers ; 

Twelfth, Changing the law of descent ; 

Thirteenth, Granting to any corporation, association, or 
individual any epecial or exclusive privilege, immunity, or 
franchise whatever; 

Fourteenth, Declaring any named person of age ; 

Fifteenth, Extending the time for the assessment or collec- 
tion of taxes, or otherwise relieving any assessor or collector 
of taxes from the due performance of his oiEcial duties ; 

Sixteenth, Punishing crimes or misdemeanors ; 

Seven'eenth, Adopting by any person any named person as 
hie child or heir ; 
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Mghieenth, Vacating or altering any road laid out by com- 
missioners of bigliways, or any street, alley, or public ground 
in any city or village, or in anyrecorr)ed town plat; or for 
building or repairing bridges, or for draining swamp or otber 
low lands, except by espenditure of grants to tbe State ; 

Nineteenth, Exempting any property from taxation. The 
Legislature sliall provide by general laws for tbe cases 
enumerated in tbis section, and for all other cases which, in 
its judgment, may be provided for by general laws. 

Sec. 33. Tlie Legislature shall not establish a State paper. 

Sec. at. The Legislature may anthoriae the employment of 
a chaplain for the State Prison ; but no money shall be appro- 
priated for tbe payment of any religions services in either 
House of the Legislature. 

Sec. 25. No collector, holder, or disburser of public mon- 
eys shall have a seat in the Legislature, or be eligible to any 
office of trust or profit under this State, until he shall have 
accounted for and paid over, as provided by law, all sums for 
■which he may be liable. 

Sec. 2G. The Legislature shall not audit or allow any pri- 
vate claim or account. 

Sec. 27. The Legislature shall meet at the seat of govern- 
ment on the first Wednesday in January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-five, and on the first Wodneaday in Jan- 
uary in every second year thereafter, and at no other place or 
time, nnless as provided in this Constitution, and shall adjourn 
without day at such time as the Legislature shall fix by con- 
current resolution. 

Sec. 28. Tbe Legislature, on the day of final adjournment, 
shall adjourn at twelve o'clock at noon. 

Sec. 29. The election of Senators and Representatives, pur- 
suant to the provisions of tbis Constitution, shall be held on 
the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November, in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and on the Tues- 
day succeoding the first Monday of November of every second 
year thereafter. 
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Seo. 30. The Legislature sliall provide for the speedy publi- 
cation of all statute laws of a public nature, and of such 
judiciiil decisions as it may deem expedient. All laws and 
judiciitl deciaiona shall be free for publication by any person. 

Sec. 31. The Legislature may declare the eases in which 
any office shall be deemed vacant, and also the manner of fill- 
ing the vacancy, where no provision ia made for that purpose 
in this Constitution. 

Sec. 33. The Legislatare may confer upon organized town- 
ships, incorporated cities, and villages, and upon the board of 
supervisors of the seveial counties, such powers of a local, leg- 
islative, and administrative character as it may deem proper. 

Sec. 33. The Legislature shall not authorize any lottery, 
or permit the sale of lottery tickets. 

Sec. 34. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the 
treasury for the benefit of any religious S3Ct or society, theo- 
logical or religious seminary, or school under private or 
denominational control, nor shall property belonging to the 
State be appropriated for any such purpose. 

Sec. 35. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected 
to each House of the Ejpgislature, shall be requisite to every 
bill appropriating the public money or property, for local or 
private purposes. 

Sec. 36. The Legislature slial! not pass any act anthorizing 
the grant of license for the sale of ardent spirits or other 
intoxicating liquors. 

Sec. SI". The style of the laws shall be; "The People of 
the State of Michigan enact." 

ARTICLE V. 

EXECUTIVE DEPAETUENT. 

Section 1. The Executive power is vested in a Governor, 
who shall hold his office for two years. A Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor shall be chosen for the same term. 

Sec. 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor 
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orLieut«nanfcGoveraor, wlio has not been fire years a citizen 
•of the Unitecl States, a resident of this State two years nest 
preceding his election, and attained the age of thirty years. 

Sec, 3. The Governor aod Lieutenant Governor shall be 
elected at the times and places of choosing the members of the 
Legislatnre, The person having the highest number of votes 
for Governor or Lieatenant Governor shall be elected. la 
case two or more persons shall have an eqnal and the highest 
number of votes for fJorernor or Lieutenant Governor, the 
Legislatnre shall, by joint vote, choose one of such persons. 

Sec. 4. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the 
military and naval forces, and may call out saoh forces to 
execute the laws, to suppress insurrection, and to repel 
invasion. 

Sec. 5. He may require information in writing from ofBcera 
of the executive department, upoa any subject relating to the 
duties of their respective ofBces. 

Sec. 6. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. 

Sec. 7. He may convene the Legislature oa extraordinary 
occasions. 

Sec. 8. He shall give to the Legislature, and at the close of 
his official term, to the incoming Legislature, information by 
message, of the condition of the State, and recommend snch 
measures to them as he shall deem expedient. 

Sec. 9. He may convene the Legislature at some other 
place, when the seat of government becomes dangerous from 
disease or a public enemy. 

Sec. 10. He shall issue writs of election to fill such vacan- 
cies as occur in the Senate or House of Representatives. 

Sec. 11. He may grant reprieves, commutations and par- 
dons, after conviction, for all offenses, except treason and cases 
of impeachment, upon such conditions, and with such restric- 
tions and limitations, as he may think proper ; but the Legis- 
lature may provide by law as to the manner of hearing appli- 
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cations for pardon. Upon coaviction for treason, lie may sua- 
peud the execution of tlie seutence until the case shaH be 
reported to the Legislature at its next session, when the Leg- 
islature shall either pardon or commute the sentence, direct 
the exeeutiou of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He 
shall communicate to the Legislature at each session, informa- 
tion of each case of reprieve, commatation, or pardon granted, 
and the reasons therefor. 

Keo. 12. In case of the death of the Governor, his removal 
or suspension from office, ioability to perform the duties of 
the office, resignation, absence from the State, or other disa- 
bility, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon 
the Lieutenant Governor for the residue of the term, or antil 
the disability cease. But when the Governor shall be absent 
from the State, at the head of the military forces thereof, he 
shall continue to be commander-in-chief. 

Sec, 13. During the vacancy of the office of Governor, if 
the Lieutenant Governor die, resign, be displaced, suspended, 
or be incapable of performing the duties of his office, or absent 
from the State, the Presideat pro tempore of the Senate shall 
act as Governor until the yacancy be filled or the disability 
cease. 

Sec. 14. The Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtue of hia 
ofBce, be President of the Senate, and when there is an equal 
division, ha shall give the casting vote. In committee of the 
whole he may debate al! questions. 

Sec. 15. Ko member of Congress, or any person holding 
office under the United States, or this State, shall execute the 
office of Governor. 

Sec. 16. No person elected Governor or Lieutenant Governor 
shall receive any ofRce or appointment from the Legislature, 
or either House "thereof, during the time for which he was 
elected. 

Sec. 17. The Lientenant Governor and President of the 
Senate pro tempore, when performing the duties of Gyyemor, 
ehall receive the same compensation as the Governor. 
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Sec. 18. All official acts of the G-overnor, his approval of 
the laws excapled, ehail be authenticated by the Great Seal of 
the State, which shall be kept by the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 19. All commissions issued to persons holding office 
under the provisions of this Constitution shall be "In the 
name and by the authority of the people of the State of Mich- 
igan ;" sealed with the Gfreut Seal of the State, signed by the 
Governor, and eountersifined by the Secretary of State. 

ARTICLE VI. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The judicial power is vested in a Supreme 
Court, in circuit courts, probate courts, justices of the peace, 
and in such otlier eonrts. tribunals, and officers as are or shall 
be established or authorized by law. 

Sec. 3. The Supreme Court shall be composed of five j udgea. 
Hereafter the judges of said couii shall be nominated, and by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appointed by 
the Governor; and their term of of&ce shall be ten years. One 
judge of said Court shall be appointed as soon as practicable 
after the first day of January, in the year of onr Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, and his term of ofBce 
shall date from January first, one thousand eight hundred and 
Eeventy-four ; and one judge of said court shall thereafter be 
appointed as the terms of the present and future judges shall 
expire. 

Sec. 3. The Supreme Court shall have a general superin- 
tending control over all other courts and tribunals; and also 
Euch appellate jurisdiction as shall be provided by law; and 
to that end may issue writs of error, certiorari, mandamus, 
procedendo, prohibition, and all other appropriate writs and 
process. It shall also have original jurisdiction in cases of 
mandamus, Tiabeas corpus, proceedings in the nature of quo 
warranto, and proceedings by scire facias, to vacate letters 
patent. Its appellate jurisdiction shall not extend to any 
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ci?il case for the recovery of money or properly in wbich the 
amount or value of the thing in controversy is kss than one 
hundred dollars, exclusive of costs, except upon the allowance 
of an appeal, writ of error, or certiorari, by the judge who 
tried such case, or by a judge of the Supreme Court. The 
concurrence of three judges of said court shall be necessary to 
a final decision. 

Sec. 4. Four terms of the Supreme Court shall be held 
annually, at such timesand places as may be designated bylaw. 

Sec. 5. The Supreme Court shall have power, hy general 
rules, to establish, and from time to time modify the methods 
of procedure and the practice therein, and to appoint its 
clerks, and a reporter of its decisions; and said court shall 
also have power to establish a code or codes of civil procedure, 
pleading, and practice, including the commencement of suits 
and proceedings, for aX'i other courts of record, and from time 
to time to alter and amend such code or codes. 

Sec. «. The Legislature shall divide the State into judicial 
circuits, and may increase or decrease the number of the same 
from time to time, for each of which the Governor shall nomi- 
nate, and, hy and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint one cireait judge, who shall hold his office for the 
term of six years, and until his successor is appointed and 
qualified. No alteration of auy circuit shall have the effect to 
i-emove a judge from office. 

Sec. 1. A cireait court shall be held at least twice in each 
year in every county organized for judicial purposes, and at 
least three times in each year in counties containing ten 
thousand inhabitants. Judges of the circuit court may hold 
courts for each other, and shall do so when required by law. 

Sec. 8. The circuit courts shall have original jurisdiction in 
all matters civil and criminal, not excepted in this constitu- 
tion, and not prohibited by law ; and such appellate jurisdic- 
tion from all inferior courts and tribunals as shall he provided 
by law, and a supervisory control of the s-ame. They shall 
35 
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also have power to issue writs of injunction, Jialeas corpus, 
mandamus, quo warranto, certiorari, and other writs Tieces- 
sary to carry into effect their orders, judgments, and decrees, 
aiid give them general control over inferior courts and trlba- 
nala within their respective jurisdictions. The appellate jaris- 
diction of said courts shall not extend to any civil case in 
which the amount or value of the thing in controversy is less 
than twenty-five dollars, exclusive of costs, except upon 
allowance of an appeal or writ of certiorari by the judge of 
the court entitled to exercise such appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 9. The respective circuit courts held in each county, 
or the judge thereof, shall appoiut two circuit court comrais- 
sioners, who shall be vested with such judicial and ministerial 
powers as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 10. Whenever a judge shall remove beyond the limits 
of the jurisdiction for which he was appointed or elected, or a 
justice of the peace from the township in which he was 
elected, or by a change in the boundaries of such township, 
shall be placed without the same, he shall be deemed to have 
vacated his office. 

Sec. 11. When a vacancy occurs in the office of judge of 
the Supreme or circuit court, it shall be filled for the residue 
of the term by appointment of the Governor, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate; but if the Senate is not in 
Bession when snch vacancy occurs, the Governor shall fill the 
Bame by appointment until the Senate shall assemble, and for 
thirty days thereafter, when the vacancy shall be filled as here- 
inbefore provided. When a vacancy occurs in the oflice of 
judge of probate or judge of any court of record, other than 
the Supreme or circuit court, it shall be filled by appointment 
of the Governor, which appointment shall continue during the 
residue of the unexpired term, and until a successor is duly 
qualified. 

Sec. 12. The clerk of each county organized for judicial 
purposes shall be clerk of the circuit court of such coanty^ 
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The judges of the circuit courts, withiu their respective juris- 
dictions, may fltl vacancies in the offices of county clerk arnj 
prosecuting attorney. 

Sec. 13. During their continuance in office, and for one 
year thereafter, the judges of the supreme and circuit eonrta 
shall be ineligible to any other than a judicial office. 

Sec. 14, In each county, organized for judicial purposes, 
there shall be a court of probata. It shall have such probate 
jnrisdiction, powers, and duties as shall be prescribed by law. 
Other jurisdiction, civil and criminal, may al 1 f d 

on any one or more courts of probate. J 1 f [ bate 

shall hold their offices for a term of four y d al II b 

elected by the electors of their respective c unt h 11 be 

provided by law. 

Sec. 15. The Supreme, circuit, and probate courts shall be 
courts of record, and shall each have a common seal. 

Sec. 16. There shall be not exceeding four justices of the 
peace in each organized township. They shall be elected by 
the electors of the townships, and shall hold their offices for 
four years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
At the first election in any township, they shall be classified 
as shall be prescribed by law. A justice elected to fill a 
vacancy, shall hold his office for the residue of the unexpired 
term. 

Seo. 17. In civil cases, justices of the peace shall have exclu- 
sive jurisdiction to the amount of one hundred dollars, and 
concurrent jurisdiction to the amount of three hundred dol- 
lars, which may be increased to five hundred dollars, with such 
exceptions and restrictions as may be provided by law. They 
shall also have such criminal jurisdiction, and perform such 
duties, as shall be prescribed by the Legislature. 

Sec. 18. Judges of the Supreme court, circuit judges, and 
justices of the peace, shall be conservators of the peace within 
their respective jurisdictions. 

S EC. li). The style of all process shall be : " In the name of 
the People of the State of Michigan." 
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ARTICLE VII. 

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE. 

Section 1, In all elections every person of the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have resided in this State three 
months, and in the township or ward in ivhich he offere to 
Yote, ten days next preceding an election, belonging to either 
of the following classes, shall be an elector, and entitled to 
TOte: 

First, Every male citizen of the United Sbites; 

Second, Every male inhabitant of thie State, who shall have 
resided in the United States two years and six months, and 
declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States 
pursuant to the laws thereof, six months preceding an election ; 

Third, Every male inhabitant residing in this State on the 
twenty-fourth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five. 

Sec. 2. In time of war, insurrection, or rebellion, the right 
to vote at such place, and in such manner as shall be prescribed 
by law, shall be enjoyed by all persons otherwise entitled 
thereto, who may he in the actual military or naval service of 
the United States, or of this State, and their votes shall be 
made to apply to the township or ward of which they are resi- 
dents. The Legislature may provide by law for allowing 
townships to hold their elections in any city, wholly or in part, 
within the limits of such townships. 

Sec, 3, All elections shall be by ballot, except of such town- 
ship officers as may be authorized by law to be otherwise 
chosen. 

Sec. 4. Every elector, in all cases except treason, felony, 
misdemeanor, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from 
arrest during his attendance at election, and in going to and 
retnrning from the same. No elector shall be obligeil to 
attend court as a suitor or witness on the day of election, or to- 
do military duty thereon except in time of war or public 
danger, 
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Sec. 5. No elector shall be deemed to have gained or lost hU 
residence by reason of absence therefrom in the service of the 
TJoited States or of this State, nor while engaged in the navi- 
gation of the waters of this State or of the United States, or 
of the high seas, nor while a student at any seminary of learn- 
ing, nor while kept at any alms-house or other asylum at 
public expense, 

Sec. 6. Laws may be passed to preserve the purity of elec- 
tions, and guard against the abuses of the elective franchise. 

Sec. 7. No soldier, seaman, or marine in the army or navy 
of the United States shall be deemed a resident of this State, 
in consequence of being stationed in any place within the 
same. 

Sec. 8. Any inhabitant of this State, who may hereafter 
be engaged in a duel, shall be disqualified from holding any 
office, and from voting at any election. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

STATE OFFICERS, 

Sectiott 1. There shall be electee! at each general biennial 
election in November, a Secretary of State, a State Treasurer, 
a Commissioner of the State Land Office, a Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, and an Auditor General, for the term of 
two years, each of whom shall keep his office at the seat of 
government, and shall perform such duties as may be pre- 
scribed by Saw. 

Sec. 3. Their term of office shall commence on the first day 
of January, following their election. 

Sec. 3. An Attorney General shall be elected or appointed, 
as the legislature may by law provide. 

Sec. 4. Whenever a vacancy shall occur in any of the State 
offices, the Governor shall fill the same by appointment, and 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, if in 
session. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of State, State Treasurer, and Com- 
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miesioner of the State Land Office, shall constitute a Board of 
State Auditors, to esamine and adjust all claims against the 
Stat«, not otherwise provided for by law. They shall also 
constitute a Board of State Can vussers, to determine the result 
of all elections for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and State 
officers, and of such other officers as shall by law be referred 
to them. 

Sec. 6. In case two or more persons have an equal and the 
highest number of votes for any office, as canvassed by the 
Board of State Canvassers, the Legislature, in joiot conven- 
tion, shall choose one of said persons to fill such office. When 
the determination of the Board of State canvassers is contested, 
the Legislature in joint convention shall decide which person 
is elected, 

ARTICLE IX. 

SALAKIBS. 

Section 1. The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, State Treasurer, Commissioner of the State Land 
Office, Superintendent of Publiu Instruction, Audi tor General, 
Attorney General, Commissioner of Hailroads, Oommissioner 
of Insurance, and all other State officers, shall receive for their 
services such salaries aa shall be provided by law, which shall 
not be increased or diminished during their official term, 

Sec, 2. The judges of the Supreme court, the judges of the 
circuit courts, and the judges of all other courts of record, 
shall receive for their services such salaries as shall be pro- 
vided by law, which shall not be diminished daring their 
oEBcial term. 

ARTICLE X. 

MUNICIPAL COKPORATIONS. 

Section 1. No county, city, township, or other municipal 
corporation shall become a stockholder in, or make any loan 
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or gift to, or lend its credit iu aid of any person, private cor- 
poration, or association, nor shall any county, city, township, 
or other naunicipality construct or become the owner of any 
railroad. The provisions of this section shall not prevent 
Bnch municipalities from aiding enlistments and in the sup- 
port of the families of soldiers in time of war ; or supporting 
their poor in sach manner as may be provided by law. 
Couniies. 

Sec. 3. Each organized county shall Iie a body corporal*, 
wilh such powers and ioimunities as shall be prescribed by Uw. 
All snits and proceedings by or against a county shall be in 
the name thereof. The power of counties to levy taxes, bor- 
row money, and contract debta, shall be restricted by law. 

Sec. 3. The board of supervisors of any county may borrow 
or raise by tax a sum not exceeding in any one year one and 
one half mills upon the dollar of the assessed valuation thereof, 
for constructing or repairing public buildings, highways, or 
bridges: Provided, The indebtedness of a county, incurred 
tinder this section, shall at no time exceed three mills upon a 
dollar of such assessed valuation, unless authorized by a 
majority of the electors of the county voting thereon as shall 
be provided by law. 

Sec, 4, No organized county shall ever be reduced, by the 
organization of new counties, to less than sixteen townships, 
as surveyed by the United States, unless, in pursuance of law, 
a majority of electors residing in each county to be affected 
thereby shall so decide. The lipgislature may organize any 
city into a separate county when it has attained a population 
of twenty thousand inhabitants, without reference to geo- 
graphical extent, when a majority of the electors of a county 
in which such city may be situated, voting thereon, shall be in 
favor of a separate organization. Nothing herein contained 
sbail be so construed as to prevent the Legislature from organ- 
izing any county composed wholly of islands within the terri- 
tory of the State, or discontinuing any such comity, and 



;at>y Google 



200 PEOPOSED CONSTITUTION. 

attaching the same to the nearest county or counties on the 
main land. 

Sec. 5. In each organized county there shall be a sheriff, a 
county clerk, a county treasurer, a register of deeds, and a 
proseeiiting attorney, chosen by the electors thereof once iu 
two years, whose duties and powers sbaU be prescribed by law ; 
but the Legislature may provide foi' the appointment, by the 
Governor, of prosecuting attorneys, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. The board of supervisors in any 
county may unite the offices of county clerk and register of 
deeds in one office, or disconnect the same. 

Sec. 6. The sheriff, county clerk, county treasurer, judge of 
probate, and register of deeds shall hold their offices at the 
county seat. 

Sec. 7. The sheriff shall bold no other office. No person 
shall be eligible to the office of sheriff for more than four in a 
period of six years. The county shall never be responsible for 
liis acts. 

Sec. 8. A board of supervisors, consisting of one from each 
organized township, shall be established in each county, with 
such powers as shall be prescribed by law. Cities and villages 
shall have such representation in the board of supervisors of 
the counties iu which they are situated as the Legislature may 
direct. 

Sec, 0. So county seat, once established, shall be removed 
until the place to which it is proposed to be removed shall be 
designated by two-thirds of the board of supervisors of the 
county, and a majority of the electors voting thereon shall 
have voted in favor of the proposed location, in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec, 10. The board of county auditors in such counties as 
may be authorized by law to elect county auditors, and in 
every other county the board of supervisors shall, except as 
otherwise provided by law, have power to prescribe the com- 
pensation for all services rendered for, and adjust all claims 
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ogaiust tlieir respective counties, aod such determination and 
adJQstmenfc shall be subject to no appeal. Supervisors and 
connty auditors shall receive for their services such compen- 
eation as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 11. The board of supervisors of each organized county 
may provide for laying out highways, constructing bridges, 
and organizing townships, under such restrictions and limita- 
tions as shall be prescribed by law. 
Toivttsliips. 

Sec. 12. Eiieh organized township shall be a body corporate, 
with such powers and immunities as shall be prescribed by 
law. All suits and proceedings by or against a township shall 
be in the name thereof. 

Sec. 13. There shall be elected in each organized township, 
annually, on the first Monday of April, or at such other time 
as the Legislature may provide, one supervisor, one township 
clerk, who shall be ex officio school inspector, one commissioner 
of highways, who shall hold his office for three years, one 
township treasurer, one school inspector, not exceeding four 
constables, and one overseer of highways of each highway 
district, and such other ofBcers as may be provided by law, 
whose powers and duties shall be prescribed by law. 

Cities and Villages. 

Sec, 14. Cities and villages shall hereafter be incorporated 
only under general laws, in which their powers of taxation, 
borrowing money, and contracting debts shall be restricted. 

Sec. 15. No city or village shall incur indebtedness, includ- 
ing that incurred by or on behalf of any school district within 
its corporate limits, so that its aggregate debt at any time shall 
exceed ten per cent on the valuation of its taxable property, 
as shown by the assessment roll. 

Sec. 16. The executive and legislative officers of cities and 
villages shall be elected, and ail other officers shall be elected 
26 
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or appointed, at such time and in such manner as the Lcgis- 
Jature may direct. 

Sec. 17. Existing charters of cities and villages may be 
altered and amended. 

ARTICLE XL 
CORPOKATIOKS OTHEE THAN MONICIPAI.. 

Section 1- Corporations, other than municipal, and those 
for charita,b]e, educational, penal, and reformatory pnrposea 
nnder the control of public authority, shall be hereafter cre- 
ated only by general laws. The charter of no existing corpora- 
tion, not embraced in the above exceptions, shall be extended, 
altered, or amended, All general acts of incorporation, and 
general laws affecting corporations, may be altered, amended, 
or repealed. 

Sec. % No general banking law shall have effect until the 
same shall, after its passage, be submitted to a vote of the 
elector of the State, at a general election, and be approved by 
a majority of the votes cast thereon at ench election. 

Sec. 3. The stockholders of every corporation or association 
for banking purposes, issuing bank notes, or paper credits, to 
circulate as money, shall be individually liable for all debts 
contracted during the time of their being stockholders of such 
corporation or association, equally and ratably to the extent 
of their respective shares of stock in any such corporatioa or 
association. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shall provide for the registry of all 
bills or notes issned or put in circulation as money, by any 
bank organized under the laws of this State, and shall require 
security to the full amount of notes and bills so registered, in 
interest-bearing stocks of this State, or of the United States, 
■which shall be deposited with the State Treasurer, for the 
redemption of such hills or notes in lawful money of the 
United States. 
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Sic. 5. In ease of tho insolvency of any bank or banking 
association, the bill-holders thereof shall be entitled to prefer- 
ence in payment, over all other creditors of stich bank or 
association. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall pass no law authorizing or 
eanctioning the suspension of payments hy any corporation. 

Sec. 7. The stoekliolders in all corporations shall be indi- 
Tidually liable for all labor done in behalf of 'such coi'poration 
during the time of their being such stockholders, equally and 
ratably to tlie extent of their respective shares in tlie stock of 
such corporation. 

Sec. 8. No corporation shall hold any real estate for a 
longer period than ten years from the time of acquiring the 
same, except such real estate as shall be actually occupied by 
it in the exercise of its franchises. 

Sec. 9. Poretgn oorporations may be permitted to do busi- 
ness in this State under such limitations and restrictions as 
may he prescribed by law, but shall be subject to the same 
restrictions and liabilities that are imposed, and shall 
have no greater rights than are conferred upon domestic cor- 
porations of like character, and the stockholders of such 
foreign corporations shall be subject to like personal Itabiiitiea 
as stockholders in similar domestic corporations. No foreign 
corporation shall acquire or hold any lands in this State, 
except such as may be taken in good faith in payment of 
debts, or such as may be needed for such offices, depots, and 
warehouses as may be required for its legitimate business j 
and all lands hereafter acquired or held in violation of this 
provision shall escheat to the State. Provision shall be made 
for debarring all foreign corporations which shall violate any 
law of this State, from thereafter being allowed to do business 
in the State. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature may, from time to time, pass laws 
establishing reasonable maximum rates of charges for the 
transportation of passengers and freight, and regulating the 
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fpeed of trains on different railroads in this Stafe, and sliall 
prohibit niiining contracts between such railroad conipanieg 
whereby discrimination is made in favor of eitlier of snch 
companies as against other companies owning coanectiug or 
intersecting lines of railroads. 

Sec. 11. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, 
property, or franchises, with any other railroad corporation 
owning a parallel or competing line; and in no case shall 
any consolidation take place except npon public notice given 
of at least sixty days to all stockholders, in snch manner as 
shall be provided by law. 

Sec. 12. No corporation, except for municipal or mining 
purposes, for life insurance, or for the construction of railroads 
or canals, shall be created for a longer time than thirty 
years. 

Sec. 13. The term corporation, as used in this article, shall 
"be construed to include all associations and joint stock com- 
panies hariog any of the powers or privileges of corporations 
not possessed by individuals or partnerships. 

AETICLK XII. 
IMPEACHMENTS AND REMOVALS PEOM OFFICE, 

Section 1. The House of Representatives shall have the 
«o]e power of impeaching civil ofHcers for corrupt conduct in 
■office, or for crimes and misdemeanors; but a majority of the 
members elected shall be necessary to direct an impeachment. 

Sec, 3, Every impeachment shall be tried by the Senate. 
When the Governor or Lieutenant Governor shall he tried, the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall preside. When an 
impeachment is directed, the members of the Senate shall 
take an oath or affirmation truly and impartially to try and 
determine the same accordingto the evidence. No person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members elected. Judgment, in case of impeachment, shall 
not extend further than removal from office; but the party 
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accused, whether acquitted or coQvicted, shall be liable to 
trial ant! punishment according to law. 

Sec, 3, When an impeachinent is directed, the House of 
Eepresentatives shall appoint from their own body, a commit- 
tee, whose duty it shall be to prosecute such impeachment. 
An impeacbmeiit may be tried after the final adjournment of 
the Legislature. 

Seo. 4. No ofiicer shall exercise his office after an impeach- 
ment is directed, until he be acquitted, but such disability shall 
not continue longer than three months, unless the trial of such 
impeachment shall have been commenced and proceeded with. 

Sec. 5. For a reasonable cause, which shall not be a sufficient 
ground for the impeachment of a judge, the Governor shall 
remove him on a concurrent resolution of two-thirds of the 
members elected to each House of the Legislature, after the 
party accused shall have had an opportunity to be beard in 
his defense ; but the cause for which such removal is required 
shall be stated at length in such resolution. 

Sec. 6. County, township, city, villiige, or school district 
officers may be removed in such manner and for such cause as 
may be providi-d by law, 

Sbc. 7. The Governor shall haye power, and it shall be his 
duty, except at such times as the Legislature may be in session, 
to examine into the condition and administration of any public 
office, and the acts of any public officer, elective or appointed, 
to suspend from office for gross neglect of duty, or for cor- 
rupt conduct in office, or any other misfeasance or malfea- 
sance therein, either of the following State officers, to wit: 
The Attorney General, State Treasurer, Commissioner of the 
State Land Office, Secretary of State, Auditor General, Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, or Members of the State 
Board of Education, or any other officer of the State, except 
legishttivu and judicial, and to appoint a successor for the 
remainder of the unexpired term of office, and report the 
cause of such removal to the Legislature at its next session. 
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Sec. 8. Wbenever, during a recess of the Legislature, it shall,, 
in the opinion of the Governor, become necessary to direct an 
impeachment of any ci^il officer, he may, by proclamation, 
convene the House of Eepreseutativee for that purpose ; and 
if the House, when so convened, shall direct an impeachment, 
he shall in like manner, immediately convene the Senate to 
try such impeachment; and whenever, in the opinion of the 
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, it shall, during a recess of the Legislature, become 
necessary to direct an impeachment of the Governor, they 
may, by their joint proclamation, convene the House for that 
purpose; and if the House direct such impeachment, the said 
President and Speaker shall, in like manner, immediately con- 
vene the Senate to try such impeachment. 

Sec, 9. The Governor may make a provisional appointment 
to fill a vacancy occasioned by the suspension of an officer, by 
impeachment or otherwise, until he shall he acquitted, or until 
the election or appointment and q^ualiii cation of a successor. 

ARTICLE XIIL 

EDUCATION. 

Section 1. The Superintendent of Public Instrnction shall 
have the general supervision of public instruction, and his 
duties shall he prescribed by law; and he shall be a member, 
■ex officio, of the Boards of all State educational institutions, 
including the Reform SchooL 

Sec. 2. The regents of the University and their successors 
in oflice, shall continue to constitute a body corporate by the 
name and title of " the Board of Regents of the University of 
Michigan." Said board shall consist of the two ex officio mem- 
bers provided for in this article, and eight elective members. 
The terms of oEBce of the elective members shall be eight 
years, and two of such members shall be elected every second 
year at the time of the annua! township election, so as to suc- 
■ceed the regents now in ofBce as their several terms expire. 
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Said Board of Regents sliall, as often as necessary, elect a 
President of the University, who shall he its chief executive 
officer, and, ex officio, a member and president of said board, 
■with the privilege of speaking, but not of voting. The 
supervision and control of the University shall be vested in 
the Board of Regents, and said board shall have the direction 
and control of at! expenditures from the University funds, but 
all moneys appropriated by the Legislature to the University 
upon condition, shall, if accepted, be applied as provided in 
the condition accompanying the appropriation. 

Sec. 3. The State Normal School shall continue under the 
onpervisioQ of the State Board of Education, which shall con- 
sist of the Superintendent of Pnblic Instruction, ex officio, and 
three elective members. The terms of office of said elective 
members shall be six years, and one of said members shall be 
elected every second year, at the time of the election of Gov- 
ernor, and shall enter upon the duties of his office on the first 
day of January succeeding his election. Said boardshall per- 
form such other duties as shall be prescribed by Jaw. 

Sec. 4. The duties of the Boards of the State Public School, 
the Agricultural College, and the Reform School, shall con- 
tinue as now, or as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 5. Any vacancy that shall occur in any of the Boards, 
mentioned ia this article shall be filled by appointment of the 
Governor. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall provide a system of primary 
schools, by which a school shall be maintained in each school 
district ia the State, free of charge for tuition, at least three 
months in the year. The instruction shall, in all cases, be 
conducted in the English language. 

Sec. 7. A school shall he maintained in each st'hool district, 
at least three months in each year. Any school district neg- 
lecting to maintain such school, shall be deprived for the 
ensuing year, of its proportion of the income of the primary 
school fund, and of all funds arising from general taxes for 
the support of schools. 
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Sec. 8. The proceeds from the sale of all lands that hare 
been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to the 
State for educational purposes, and the proceeds of all lands 
or other property given by individuals, or appropriated by the 
State for like purposes, shall be and remain a perpetual fund, 
the interest and income of which, together with the rents of 
all such lands as may remain unsold, shall be inviolably appro- 
priated, and anuaally applied to the specific objects of the 
original gift, grant, or appropriation. 

Sec. 9. All lands which have heretofore escheated, or which 
shall hereafter escheat to the State, shall inure to the benefit 
of the primary school fund, and be held and disposed of as 
primary school lands. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall provide for the establishment 
and maintenance of a library in each township, and of at least 
one in each city. And all moneys belonging to the public 
derived from fines, penalties, forfeitures, or recogniaancea, 
imposed or taken in the several coanties, cities, or townships 
for any breach of the penal laws of the State, ehuU be appor- 
tioned in the same manner as is the income of the primary 
school fund, and paid o?er to the several cities and townships 
of the county in which snch money accrued, for the support 
of such libi-aries. 

Sec. 11. Institutions for the benefit of those inhabitants 
who are deaf, dumb, blind, or insane, shall always be fostered 
and supported. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

PINANCS AND TAXATION. 
Sectioit 1. The Logislatnre shall provide for the collection 
of specific taxes from banking, railroad, and plank-road cor- 
porations, and may, in its discretion, impose specific taxes 
upon other corporations, and upon any property or business 
within this State, but when a specific tax is imposed npon a 
corporation, it shall only apply to such property of the cor- 
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poratiOD as shall be necefsary for the exercise of its corporate 

franchises. 

Sec. 2. All specific State taxes, received from corporations, 
except mining companies of the Upper Peninsula, shall he 
applied in paying the interest upon the Primary School, Uni- 
versity, and other educational funds, and the interest and 
principal of the State debt, in the order herein recited, until 
the extinguishment of the State debt, other than the amounts 
dne to educational funds, when such specific taxes shall be 
added to and constitute a part of the primary school interest 
fund. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature shall provide for an annual tax, suf- 
ficient, with other resources, to pay the estimated expenses of 
the State government, the interest of the State debt, andsuch 
deficiency as may occur in the resources. 

Sec. 4. Every law hereafter enacted by the Legislature, cre- 
ating a debt or authorizing a loan, shall provide a sinking fund 
for the payment of the same. 

Sec, 5, The unfunded debt shall not be funded or redeemed 
at a value exceeding that established by law in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 

Sec. 6. The State may contract debts to meet deficits in rev- 
enue. Such debts shall not in the aggregate at any time 
exceed fifty thousand dollars. The moneys so raised shall be 
applied to the purposes for which they were obtained, or to the 
payment of the debts so contracted. 

Sec. 7. The State may contract debts to repel invasion, sup- 
press insurrection, defend the State, or aid the United States 
in time of war. The money arising from the contracting of 
such debts shall be applied to the purposes for which it was 
raised, or to pay such debts. 

Sec. 8. No money shall be paid out of the State treasury, 

except in pursuance of appropriations made by law. The 

Legislature shall provide by law for barring all claims against 

the State, unless presented within a time to be therein fixed. 

27 
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Sec. 9. The State shall not aid, by gift, or pledge of ito 
credit, any person or corporation, nor shall it subscribe to or 
become interested in the stock of any corporation, nor assume 
any indebtedness of a municipal or other corporation. The 
provisions of this section shall not apply to educational, char- 
itable, reformatory or penal institutions which are or may be 
under the care and control of the State. 

Seo. 10. No scrip, certificate, or other evidence of State 
indebtedness shall be issued, escept for the redemption of 
stock previously issued, or for such debts as are expressly 
anthoriztd by this Constitution. 

Seo. 11. The State shall not he a party to or be interested 
in any work of internal improvement, except the Ship Canal 
at the Siiult Ste. Marie, nor engj,g8 iu carrying ou any such 
work, otherwise than in the expenditure of grants to the State 
of land or other property. 

Sec. 12, Tbe Legislature shall provide a uniform rule of 
taxation, except on property, business, and corporations pay- 
ing specific taxes. Taxes shall be levied on all property except 
such as is or may be exempted by law. 

Sec. 13. All assessments hereafter authorized shall be on 
property at its cash valne. 

Sec. 14. The Legislature shall provide for an equalization 
by a State board in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, and every fifth year thereafter, of assessments on all 
taxable property except that paying specific taxes. 

Sec. 15. Every law which imposes, continues, or revives a 
tax, shall distinctly state the tax, and the object to which it 
is to be applied ; and it shall not be sufficient to refer to any 
other law to fix such tax or object. 

ARTICLE XV. 

EXEMPTIONS. 

Section 1. The personal property of every rpsident of this 
State, to consist of sach property only as shall be designated 
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by law, shall be exempted to the amount of not less than 6ve 
hundred dollars, from eale on execution or other final process 
of any court, issued for the collection of any debt contracted 
after the adoption of this Canstitution. 

Sec. 2. Every homestead of not exceeding forty acres of 
land, and the dwelling-house thereon, and the appurtenances 
to be selected by the owner thereof, and not included in any 
town plat, city, or village, or instead thereof, at the option of 
the owner, any lot in any city or village, or recorded town 
plat, or such parts of lots as shall be equal thereto, and the 
dwelling house thereon, and its appurtenances, owned and 
occupied by any resident of the State, not exceeding in value 
two thousand doUars, shall be exempt from forced sale on 
execution, or any other final process from a court, for any 
debt contracted after the adoption of this Constitution. Such 
exemption shall not extend to any mortgage thereon lawfully 
obtained, but any mortgage not given for purchase money, and 
any other alienation of such land by the owner thereof, if a 
married man, shall not be valid without the signature of the 
wife to the same. 

Sec. 3, If the owner of a homestead die, leaving a widow, 
child, or children, such homestead shall be exempt from the 
payment of his debts, so long as the widow shall be without 
other homestead of her own, and during the minority of said 
child or children. 

Sec. 4. The real and personal estate of every woman, 
acquired before marriage, and all property, real and personal, 
to which she may afterwards become entitled, shall be and 
remain the estate and property of such woman, and shall not 
be liable for the debts, obligations or engagements of her hus- 
band, and may be held, controlled, and disposed of by her, in 
the same manner, and with like effect, as if she were unmar- 
ried. And the husband of any married woman shall not be 
liable for or on account of any debt or obligation of his wife 
contracted before her marriage, or contracted by her in rela- 
tion to her sole property after marriage. 
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Sectioit 1. The militia shall be composed of all able-bodied 
male citizens between the ages of eighteen and fortj-flve years, 
except such as are exempted by the laws of the United States 
or of this State ; but all such citizens, of any religious denom- 
ination whatever, who from scruples of conscience may be 
averse to bearing arms, shall be excused therefrom, upon such 
conditions as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall provide by law for organizing, 
equipping, and disciplining the militia, in such manner as it 
shall deem expedient, not incompatible with the laws of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. OfRcere of the militia shall be elected or appointed, 
and be commissioned in such manner as may be provided by 
law. 

ARTICLE XVII. 
MISCELLANEOUS PKOVISIONS. 

Section 1. Members of the Legislature, and all officers, 
executive and judicial, shall, before they enter on the duties of 
their respective offices, take and subscribe the following oath 
or affirmation : " I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
support the Constitution of the United States, and the Con- 
stitution of this State, and that I will faithfully discharge the 

duties of the office of , according to the best of my 

ability." 

Sec. 2. Judicial and legislative proceedings shall be con- 
ducted, and the laws and public records promulgated and pre- 
served, in the English language. 

Sec. 3. Public officers, receiving or having charge of public 
moneys, are prohibited from using or employing the same in 
any manner for their private use or benefit, and whenever such 
moneys are deposited with any person or corporation, the 
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interest thereon shall be paid to the fund to which such moneys 
belong. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature may authorize the taking of private 
property for the opening of private roads, for use in the 
improvement of navigable streams, and for flowage when the 
public interests demand it. 

Sec. 5. Before any private property shall be taken without 
the consent of the owner, for public nse, (except for public 
highways not within any city or village), or for any purpose 
named in the last above section, the necessity for taking such 
property, and the compensation to be paid therefor, sliall be 
determined by a jury of freeholders of the vicinity, or by not 
less than three commissioners, freeholders as aforesaid, 
appointed by a court of record, as may be provided by law, 
and such compensation shall be paid or tendered in such man- 
ner as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 6. The right of the public or of any individual to the 
free use of any navigable stream, for any purpose for which 
such stream is capable of nse, withoat improvement, shall not 
be abridged or obstructed by or under color of any authority 
which may be given by law to any individual or corporation 
to improve such stream and charge toll for the use thereof. 

Sec. 7. No navigable steam in this State shall be either 
bridged or dammed without authority from the board of super- 
visors of the proper county, under the provisions of law. So 
such law shall prejudice the right of individuals to the free 
navigation of such streams, or preclude the State from the 
further improvement of the navigation of such streams. 

Sec. 8. An accurate statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the public moneys shall be attached to and published 
with the laws, at every regular session of the Legislature. 

Sec. 9. No mechanical trade shall hereafter be taught to 
convicts in the State Prison of this State, except the manufac- 
ture of those articles of which the chief supply for home con- 
Bumptiou is imported from other States or countries. 
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Sec. 10. Any woman aboTe the age of twenty-one yeara, who 
shall be a resident of this State, and of the proper township, 
city or ward, and who is a citizen of the United States, shall 
he eligible to the office of Rfgister of Deeds, Notary Public, 
offices connected with schools and libraries, and to such other 
offices as may be designated by law. 

Sec. 11, No lease or grant hereafter of agricultnrallandfjr 
a longer period than twelve yeara, reserving any rent or serriee 
of any kind, shall be valid. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

AMENDHEST AND REVISION OP THE CONSTITCTION. 

Section 1. Any amendment or amendments to this Consti- 
tution may be proposed in the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives. If the same be agreed to by two-thirds of the members 
elected to each House, such amendment or amendments shall 
h& entered on their journals respectively, with the yeas and 
nays taken thereon, and the same shall be submitted to the 
electors at such time as the Legislature shall prescribe. And 
if a majority of the electors, qualified to vote for members of 
the Legislature, voting on the amendment or amendments 
proposed, shall ratify and approve such amendment or amend- 
ments, the same shall become a part of the Constitution, and 
take effect at the commencement of the year following its 
adoption. 

Sec. 2. At any time after the first day of January, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighty-five, the Legislature may provide 
for a convention, to be chosen by the qualiSed electors of the 
State, or for a commission to be appointed by the Governor by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to revise or 
amend this Constitution. Sacb revised or amended Conatitu- 
tion shall be submitted to the electors qualified to vote for 
members of the Legislature, at such time and in such manner 
as said convention or commission may provide. If a majority 
of the electors Toting on such revised or amended Constitation, 
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shall decide io favor thereoF, Ghe same shall take effect at tba 
commeaceraent of the year following its adoption. 

SCHEDULE. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the changes in the 
Constitution of this State, and in order to carry the same 
into operation, it is hereby declared : 

Section 1. The common law, and the statute laws now in 
force, not repugaant to this Constitution, shall remain in 
force until they expire by their own limitation, or are altered 
or repealed by the Legislature. 

Sec. a. All writs, actions, causes, of action, prosecutions, 
and rights of individuals and of bodies corporate, and of the 
State, and all charters of incorporation shall continue; and 
all indictments and informations which shall have been found 
or filed, or which may hereafter be found or filed, for any 
crime or offense committed before the adoption of this Con- 
stitution, may be proceeded upon as if do change had taken 
place. The several courts, except asherein otherwise provided 
shall continue with the like powers and jurisdiction, both at 
law and in equity, as if this Constitution had not been 
adopted, and until the organization of the judicial department 
under this Constitation. 

Sec. 3. Al! fines, penalties, forfeitures, and escheats, accru- 
ing to the State under the present Constitution and laws, 
shall accrue to the use of the State under this Constitution. 

Sec. 4. All recognizances, bonds, obligations, and all other 
instruments entered into or executed before the adoption of 
this Constitution, to the people of this State, or to any county, 
or township, or to auy public officer, or public body, or which 
may be entered into or executed under existing laws, to the 
people of this State, or to any such officer or public body, 
before the complete organization of the departments of gov- 
ernment under this Constitution, shall remain binding and 
valid, and rights and liabilities upon the same shall continue, 
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and may be prosecated as provided by law. And all crimes 
and misdemeanors, and peual actions, shall be prosecuted, 
tried, and punislied as though no change had taken place, 
until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 5. All officers, civil and military, now holding any 
office or appointment, shall continue to hold their respective 
offices, unless removed by competent authority, until super- 
seded under the laws now in force, or under this Constitution, 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Legislature, at its first 
session after the adoption of this Constitution, to adapt the 
present laws lo the provisions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 7. Any territory attached, or that may be attached to 
any county for judicial purposes, if not otherwise represented, 
shall be considered as forming a part of such county, so far as 
regards elections for the purpose of representation. 

TAXATION OF THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 

[to be separately submitted.] 
At the election when this amended Constitution shall be 
Bubmifcted to the electors of this State for adoption or rejec- 
tion, there shall be submitted to such electors the following 
proposition, to be added, in case of its adoption, to Section 47 
of Article IV., in the present Constitution of this State, aa it 
now stands, and to Section 36 of Article IV. in said amended 
ConBtitntion, i f the latter is adopted, viz. : 

An annual tax of two hundred dollars is imposed upop 
the traffic in intoxicating liquors, to be paid by every person 
or Jirm who shall carry on or be engaged iu the business of 
selling or disposing of such liquors otherwise than for medi- 
cinal, chemical and mechanical purposes, for each place where 
such business is carried on by such person or firm. Said 
tas shall be paid into the treasury of the proper township, 
city, or village, and be applied by the proper authorities to 
the support of the poor therein, so far as may be necessary, 
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and the residue appropriated aa tlie legislature shall pro- 
Tide. The sale, or other disposition of such liquors, to 
minors, persona under guardianship, insane, and idiotic per- 
sons, paupers, and common drunkards, is wholly prohibited, 
Every person who shall carry on or engage in the business, 
or traffic taxed as aforesaid in this section, without having 
first paid the tax imposed, or otherwise violate any provision 
of this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on con- 
viction, be punished by flne or imprisonment, or both, as may 
be prescribed by law, and every sale until the tax is paid 
shall subject the party to such penalty ; and all necessary 
laws shall be passed to enforce the provisions of this section. 
The Legislature may further regulate and restrict the sale 
and other disposition of intoxicating liquors; and may 
increase the annual tax upon said traffic in any locality. 

Said proposition shall be separately submitted to the elect- 
ors of this State for their adoption or rejection, in form fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

A separate ballot may he given by every person having the 
right to vote, to be deposited in a separate box. 

Upon the ballots given for saidproposition, shall be written, 
printed, or partly written, or partly printed, the words, 
"Kestriction and taxation of the liquor traffic — Yes;" and 
upon the ballots given against the adoption thereof in like 
manner the words, "Restriction and taxation of the liquor 
traffic — Ko." 

If at said election a majority of the votes given npon said 
proposition shall contain the words " Restriction and taxation 
of the liquor traffic — Yes," then said proposition shall be 
added to Section 47 in Article IV. of the present Constitu- 
tion, and to Section 36 in Article IV. of said amended Consti- 
tution, if the latter is adopted. 
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SeiBUi'e. nn reasonable, protection from n 

Senate, the, how constituted _ _ IV 
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'■ pmpcrly nf, acqnired before marriage, lo roraain Ihelra XV 4 

Worship, llUertr 10, wUhontresirietioD II 2 
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opening a ddresii of the 

pro Cent, address of. 

testimonial to the 
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read third time and referred 

" twice and referred _,.... _^. __..._. _ 

Closing Boefion, time of meettni;Df 

Clabb, Henry S., elected clorfe 

CoXUlESIOIi, COKSTtTtlTlOHAL : 
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" sfter third reading, to be referred to 

Coioi[TTitE OH Finance and Taxation ; 

chairman added 10 

Committee on Rules, report of the 
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Dowpr. right of conrejable, lie, Crnue'a enggestion 73 

Donble senatorial dlBlricl!, report on 65 



considered in comminec of the whole S9, BO 
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suggestion " 



;at>y Google 



GENERAL INDEX. 



Enrolled bill-, revi Sinn of _ m 

Bnrollins clerk niiihoriEi'd _ _ 6? 

amended, repnnted. uDd ordered to third reading. __,..__ .-__..,_.,. SS 

" tKioeand orflersd prluted M 

reponod _.._ _ 22, ja 

vols on flnal paesoge Df 131 

ElEHPTCONS. ARTICLE ON : 
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EEPOBT TO THE GOVEKNOE. 



lb His ExceUsncy, John J. BagUy, Governor of tlie StaU of Michigan : 

The commission appointed pursnantto a joint resolution of 
the legislature, entitled, "Joint Eesointion to provide for a 
Commission for tbe revision of the Constitution of the State 
of Michigan." approved April 34, 1873, made a formal report 
to your excellency on the sixteenth day of October last, com- 
municating the results of its labors. 

At the same time yon were advised that a committee, 
appointed by the commission in tliat bclialf, would, as soon 
as the samij could he prepared, report in detail the principal 
changes made in the present constitution, and the reasons 
which had induced the commission to recommend such 
changes. In the performance of this duty, the undersigned, 
as such committee, beg leave most respectfnlly to submit tbe 
following: 

By tbe terms of the joint resolution under which the com- 
mission was appointed, they were authorized " to examine into 
and report to the next session, either special or general, of the 
legislature of this State, such amendments and revision of the 
constitution as in their judgment may be necessary for the best 
interests of the State and tbe people." A careful examination 
of the present constitution showed many ambiguities, as well as 
some unnecessary and inconvenient restrictions. By incom- 
pleteness of arrangement also, different divisions were found 
to embrace tbe same subject matter, involving repetitions and 
incousiatencies. The commission sought to remove the ambi- 
guities and unnecessary restrictions, and, by the re-arrange- 
ment and combination of articles and sections, to bring the 
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several provisions into such relationsliip to each other as to 
make them the more easily tindcrBtood. In additioo to this, 
ECYeral new and important provisions have beea adtied. The 
work of the commission therefore has been equivalent to 
a revision of the constitation, although it is technically 
recognized in the official records of the commission as the 
amended constitution. 

To exhibit the more intelligibly the changes that are recom- 
mended, the committee have deemed it best to repeat the 
entire constitntiou as agreed upon by the commission, adding 
thereto such references and explanations as have seemed 
necessary. These will appear as an appendix to this, the 
committee's report, to which is added, for convenience of 
reference, the full test of the present constitution. 

There are some changes in the arrangement and numbering 
of the several articles, which are explained in their proper 
places. The present constitution contains twenty-one articles 
and the schedule, aggregating two hundred and fifty-foar sec- 
tions. The constiiution as proposed by the commission con- 
tains eighteen articles and the schedule, aggregating two 
hundred and nine sections. Article XIX of the present con- 
stitution, relating to the upper peninsula, is omitted from the 
revision as obsolete, all necessary special provisions relating 
to that section being embodied in other parts of the revision. 

The preparation of the analysis of the proposed changes 
involved more labor than any member of the committee could 
devote to it, and Mr. S. B. McCracken, of Detroit, who acted 
as assistant clerk of the commission, was employed to do the 
work. The committee take pleasure in commending the care 
and method with which his work has been done. 

{Signed}. S. M. (IFTOIIEON. 

S. L. WITIIEY, 
D. H. JEROME, 
ASHLEY POKD, 

Commiifee. 

Lassinq, December 1. 1873. 
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Urneiul— Hpiiolmmeni at, maybe anthniixed... 
— "HASOHEa— Clanse relaEins to, omltled— f" — " 
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BOABSOF RcQENts OP UniTERsi'TT— 1 u have dlicollon and cuntroi ot Uai- 
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BnscNEM—anrdfic WK may be imposed on 1 
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The People of the State of Michigan do ordain this Cod- 
stitiitioti; 



MOUNDAllIES AND SEAT OF OOVEEKMENT. 

SfiCTios 1. The state of Michigan is bounded us follows, ai 
to wit: Commencing' at a point on the eastern boundary line 
of the State of Indiana, where a diirect line drawn from the 
southern extremity of Lake Michigan to the most northerly 
cape of the Maumee Bay shall intersect the same, said point 
being the northwest corner of ihe State of Ohio, as estab- 
lished by an act of Congress, entitled "An act to establish the 
northern boundary line of the State of" Ohio, and to provide 
for the admission of the State of Michigan into the Uaion 
upon the conditions therein expressed," approved June fif- 
teenth, one thonsand eight hundred and thirty-si.x ; thence 
with the said boundary line of the State of Ohio till it inter- 
sects the boundary line between the United StatesandCanada, 
in Liike Eric; thence with the said boundary line between 
the United States and Canada through the Detroit river. Lake 
Si. Clair, ihe St. Clair river, Lake Huron, the St. Mary's river, 
and Lake Superior, to a point where the said line last touches 
Lake Superior; thence in a direct line through Lake Superior 
to the mouth of the Montreal river; thence through tlie mid- 
dle of the main channel of the said Montreal river to the head 
waters thereol^as marked upon the surveif made hy Captain 
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Cramm hy authority of the United States;*- thfnce in a 
direct line to the center of tlie cbinnel between Middle and 
South islands, in tlie Ij:ike of the Desert; thence in a direct 
line to the southern shore of L^ke Bnile; thence along said 
sonthern shore and down the Brule river to the njiiin channel 
of the Menominee river ; ihence down the centre of the mriin 
channel of the Siime to the canter of the moat usual ship 
ehanuel of the Gi-een Bay of L:ike Michigan ; thence through 
the center of the most naual ship channel of the said b;iy to 
the middle of Like Michigan ; thence through the middle of 
Lake Michigan to the northern boundary of the State of 
Indiana, as that line was established hy the act of Congress of 
the nineteenth of April, eighteen hundrt-d and sixteen ; thence 
dne east with the north bonndary line of the sa,id Stiite of 
Indiana to the northeast corner thereof; and thence south 
with the eastern boundary line of Indiana to the place of 
beginning. 

Sec. 'i. The seat of goveriimcnt shall remain at Lansing. 

ARTICLE II. t 

BILL OF EIGHTS. 

Section 1. All political power is inherent in the people. 
Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security and 
protection. They have the right to change or reform the sa-ae 
whenever the public good requires. No special privilege or 
immunity shall be granted that may not be revoked. 

Sec. 2. Every person shall be at liberty to worship God 
according to the dictates of his own conscience. No person 
shall be compelled to attend, or, against his consent, to can- 
tribute to the erection or support of'X i*"y pi!i.i:e of religious 

"■ The italicised words make no change in the boundary, lieing only 
inlcnded to make tlie description more specific. Ses enabfiag act under 
■whicli the State of Wisconsin was organized, U. 6. StatUles at Large, 
Vol. 9, page 58. See also remarlis of Mr. Longyear, Micliigan Conven- 
tion debates, 1867, page 80, and particularly page 83, in liis reply to 
Mr. Withey. 

The section flsing the seat of gnrerament stands as Article TI of the 
present constitution, which reads as follows: "The seat of govern- 
ment shall be at Lansing, where it is now located. " 

f There is no corresponding article in the prraent constitution, bnt 
provisions appropriately belonging in a iSill of ttigiits, found so;tttered 
througli nearly alt articles of tue prassni organic law, have been pliiced 
together as Arlicla II, entitled "Bill of Rigbts." Pew chaag.-s have 
been made, only such as seemed desirable to imirove tbe language, or 
render more clear and certain the right gnaranteed. 

JConsUtutionoflSoO, in place o: words italicised, says, " erect or sup 



;at>y Google 



AMENDED CONSTITTJTION. 

Tvorship, or to pay tithes, taxes, or other rates, for the support 
of any mmisteF of the gospel or teacher of religion. 

Skc. 3. The civil and political rights, prJTileges and capae- Art. 4, a 
ities of no person shall be diminished or ecUrged, nor shall ^'p[, « ^ 
any person be incompetent to be a witness, on account of his^*- 
opinions or belief concerning matters of religion, nor shall 
any witness be questioned touching his religious belief. 

Sec. i. Every person may freely speak, write and publish *rt. 4. si 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse " 
of that right; and no law shall be passed to restrain or 
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all prosecu- Art.6,Bi 
tioQS for libel, the truth may be given in evidence to the^* 
jury, and if it sliali appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libelous is tine, and was published with good motives and 
for justifiiible ends, the accused shall be acquitted; and the 
jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact, 

Sec. 5. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impair- ah. 4.6 
ing the obligation of contracts, shall be passed. ^' 

Sec. 6, The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 4tt.4,» 
be suspended [by the legislature] unless, in case of rebelhon"' 
or invasion, the public safety may require it. 

Seo. t. The riglit of trial by jury siiall remain, but shall beArt-o.st 
deemed to be waived ia all civil cases, unless demanded bysndart. 
one of the parties in such manner as shall be prescribed b?"'"'**' 
law. The legislature may authorize, in all civil and criminal 
eases, a trial by jury of a less number than twelve men.* 

Sec. S. In every criminal prosecution the accused shall Art. 6, si 
have the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial '*'■ 
jury, to be informed of the accusation, to be confronted with 
witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for obtain- 
ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel 
for his defense. 

Sec. 0. Any suitor in any court in this State shall have the *■■'■ », e- 
right to prosecute or defend hia suit either in person or by^*' 
attorney. 

Sec. 10. The person, houses, papers aud possessions of^f''"-*' 
every person shall be secure from unreasonable search and 
seizure. No waiTant to search any place, or to seize any person 

port." The object of the change is, that the constitution may not 
scorn to invalidate specific engagements by persons to contribute to the 
erection and support of places ot worship. 

* The corresponding provisioa of the present cons (Hit ution relates 
only to criminal trials in courts not of record. Beciion 46 of article 
IV, however, provides that "the legislature may authorize a. trittl by 
luryof a less number than twelve men." The present provisions are 
Boraawhat amt)iguoua ; the new section U spsciflc. 
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or thing, elial] issue ivitlioiifc describing such place, person or 
thing, nor without probable cause, supported by oath or affir- 
mation, 

Sec. 11. No person, after acquittal upon the merits, shall be 
tried for the same offense. All persons shall, before convic- 
tion, be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for murder and 
treason, when the proof is evident or the presumption great. 

Sec. 1'2. Treason against the State shall consist only in 
levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giviog them 
aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treasoa 
unless upon the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt 
act, or on confession in open conrt. 

Sec. 13. Excessive bail shall not be required ; excessive fines 
shall not be imposed; cruel or unusual punishments shall not 
lie inflicted; nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained. 

Sec. 14. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or 
property, without due process of law. No person shall be 
compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness agaiost him- 
self. Bui if any person shall elect to make a statement in his 
own hehalf, he shall be subject to cross-examination relative to 
the matter of stick statement. * 

Sec. 15. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out 
of or founded on contract, express or implied, except in ease 
of fraud, or breach of trust, or for moneys collected by pnblitt 
oiScers, or in any professional employmeut. No person shall 
he imprisoned for a military fine in time of peace. 

5, Sec. 16. Every person has a right to bear arms for the 
defense of himself and of the State. 

c. Sec. 17. The military shall [in all cases and at all times] be 
in strict subordination to the civil power. 

c. Sec, 18. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in. 
any house without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor 
in time of war, except in a manner prescribed by law. 

e. Sec. 19, The people have the right peaceably to assemble, 
[together] to consult for the common good, to instruct their 
representatives, and to petition the legislature ibr redress of 
grievances. 

'■ Sec. 20. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, unless 
for the punishment of crime, shall ever he tolerated in this 
State, 

;, Sec. 21. Aliens who are, or may hereafter become, bona 

* TLi3 is tbe present provision of law oe the sibjcct. It Las been 
claimed, howevar, that the present constitution (tec. o2, art. G), would 
protect a prisoner on trial fiotn cross-cxaminalion is to the matter of 
his slaiemeat. The clause atovc would do away wiih any unctriainty. 
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fide residents of this State, shall enjoy the same rights in 
respect to the possession, enjoyment and inheritance of prop- 
erty, as native born citizens. 

Sec. i^. Private property shall not be taken for public use Art.ia 
without just compensation, * 

ARTICLE III. 

DIVISION OP THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT. 

Section 1. The powers of government are divided into Art.8, 
three departments: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. 

Sec, a. No person belonging to one department shall exer- Art.s, 
cise [the] power[s] properly belonging to another, escepfc in 
the cases expressly provided in this constitution. 

ARTICLE IV, 

LEGISLATIVE DEPAETUENT. 

Section 1. The legislative power is vested in a Senate and Thejf 
House of Representatives, "i"'}^' 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of thirty-two members. ^jo^»^J 
But, after the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy- kuw 
five, the legislature may increase the number to thirty-three, fSf^smu' 
hy authorizing the election of two senators in that portion o''^^i^f*^ 
ttie State now included within the limits of the thirty-second iwinding 
senatorial district. Senators shall be elected for /bwr years, jj™' " ' 
and by single districts. At the first election after the adoption •" 
of this amended constitution, senators in the odd-numbered 
districts shall ie elected for ttoo years, and in the even-num- 
bered districts for four years. \ Snch districts shall be nam- 
hered from one to thirty-three inclusive, each of which shall 
choose one senator. No county shall be divided in the forma- 
tion of senate districts, unless such county shall bo equitably 
entitled to two or more senators. 

Sec. 3. Tiie house of representatives shall consist of not 
fless than sixty-four nor] more than one hnndred and ten 
members. * Kepresentatlves shall he chosen for two years, and 

* The remaiuing provisions oE this seclion of tbe constitution of 
1850 are covered by sections 4 and 5 of article XVfl of ihe revision, 
wliicli eee. 

f By this change every senator will hold his office four years, and sit 
in the senate two regular sessions, tbas securing experience at all 
limes in that body. Under tbe present constitution tiie entire senate is 
chosen every second year. 

I The present constitulioa makes tbe bouse to "consist of not less 
tban aixty-four, nor more than one hundred members." The number is 
now fixed by law at one hundred. 
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by single districts. Eaeli represeDtative district eha'l contain, 
as nearly hs may be, an equal number of iiiliabitunta, [exela- 
sive of persons of Indian discent, wlio are not civilized, or 
are members of any tribe] * and shall consist of convenient 
and contiguoas territory; hut every organized county con- 
taining a population of not less ikan four thousand, and 
every tioo or more contiguous organized counties, containing 
a like population, shall constitute a representative district, 
and be entitled to one representative, f In every county 
entitled to more than one repi-eseotative, the board of super- 
visors sha!l assemble at such time and place as may be jiro- 
vided by law, and divide tiie same into represenbitive districts, 
equal to the number of representatives to which such county 
is entitled by law, and shall cause to be filed in the offices of 
the secretary of state and clerk of such county, a description 
of such representative districts, specifying the number of each 
district, and the popnlation thereof according to the last 
enameration. 

Sec. i. The legisliitLire shall provide by law for an enume- 
ration of the inliabitaQts in the year eighteen hundred and 
[Bfty-four] eighty-four, and every ten years thereafter; and at 
the first session after each enumeration so made, and also at 
the first session afier each ennmeration by the authority of the 
United States, the legislature shall re-arrange the senate dis- 
tricts, and apportion anew the representatives among the 
counties and districts, according to the number of inhabicunts. 
But no re-arrangement of senate districts shiill vacate the seat 
of any senator. Each apportionment, and the division into 
representative districts by any board of supervisors, shall 
remain unaltered until the return of another enumeration. 

Sec. 5. Every senator and represenfutive shall be a citizen 
of the United States, and a qualified elector of the district he 
represents. A removal from his district shall be deemed a 
vacation of his office. 

Sec. 6. No person holding any elective State oflice, except 

* The words in brackels are obsolete, as all rsaidents of the ytata are 
included under tlie common term "inbabiianla." 

f The words in iialica stand in lien of the following provisions of tUe 
corresponding section aud article of tbe present constitution, whicli are 
omitted in the revision, to wit; "Bat no townaliip or city eliall be 
divided in tliu formation of a representative district. Wlien any town- 
flbtp or city sball contain a population wliicti entitb's it to more than 
one representative, then sucb township or city sliall elect by general 
ticket the number of representatives to which It ia entitled. Each 
county hereafter organized, with such territory as may be attached 
thereto, shall he entitled to a separate represenfative when it. has 
attained a population equal to a raoieiy of the raUa of representation." 
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that of regent of the university or member of the hoard of 
education, and no person holding the office of probate judge, 
county clei'k, register of deeds, county treasurer, sheriff, county 
Buperinteodent of schools, prosecuting qttornej, or any office 
to which he was appointed by the president of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall 
be allowed to tuke or hold a seat in either house of the legis- 
lature. * 

Sue. 7. Senators and representatives shall not be subject to 
arrest upon any civil proce^ daring the session of the legis- 
lature, or for fifteen days next before the commencement and 
after the termination of each session. They shall not be ques- 
tioned in any other place for any speech in either house, f 

Sec. 8. A majority of each house shall constitute a qaornm 
to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day 
to day and compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe. 

Sec. 9, Each house shall choose its own officers, except as 
othenoise provided in this constitution ; determine the rules 
of its proceedings, and judge of the qualifications, elections, 
and returns of its members, and may, with the cooeurreuce of 
two-thirds of all the members elected, expel a member. The 
reasons for such expulsion shall be entered upon the journal, 
with the names of the members voting on the question. No 
member shall be expelled a second time for the same eanse, 
nor for any cause known to his constituents before his election. 

Sec. 10. Each house shall keep a jonrnal of its proceedings, 
and publish the same, except saeh parts as may require 
secrecy. The yeas and nays of the members of either house 
on any question shall be taken at the request of one-fifth 

*There were doubts in the minda of some whetber, uuiler tiie correiS- 
ponding section of tiie present constitution, regents of llie university 
and members of the board of education co;;td properly hold seals ia 
ihe legisjalure. as there was some qui-siion whether the words, " or this 
State," printed in brEickeis in the section, were properly there. This 
doubl is removed by the proposed new aeetion. The corresponding 
section of the present conslitution (sec 6, art. 4) is given in fall : 

" No person holding any office under the Duiied States, [or this Statc,1 
or any county office, escept notaries public, officers of the miliSia, ana 
otflcpts elected by townships, shall he eligible \o or have a seat in either 
house of the legislature, and all voles given for any sncli person rfiall 
be void." 

+ The corresponding section of the present constitution, by a mani- 
fest inadvertence, estmpts members from arrest in all easeg, except for 
treason, felony, or lireacli of the peace. It also exempts iJiem from any 
cml process during, and lor fifteen days before and aft' r a session. The 
new proposed section only esenipts them from arreitt on cMl process, 
during ihe lim- named, leaving them subject to all other legal process. 
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of the members elected. Any member of either Iiouae may 
dissent from and protest against any act, proceeding or reso- 
lution which he may deem injurious to any person or the pub- 
lic, and have the reason of his dissent entered on the journal. 
Sec. n. In all elections by either house, or in joint conven- 
tion, ihe votes shall be given viva voce. AH votes on nomina- 
tions to the senate shall be taken by yeas and nays, and pub- 
lished with the .iournal of its proceedings. 

Sec. 1-^. The doors of each house shall be open, unless the 
public welfare require secrecy. Neither house shall, without 
the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than where the legislature may then 
be in session. 
Art.*, IPCS. Sec. 13. Bills may originate in either house, but no bill or 
Art?t Mc. "^"' *"^'*<'' '^f legislation shall be introduced after the espi- 
16 ration of the first fifty days of the session, except on recom- 

mendation of the governor iy special message. * At extra ses- 
sions, legislation shall be confined to the subjects expressly 
named in the governor's proclamation, and subjects submitted 
by special message. 

Sec. 14. Every bill and joint resolution passed by the legis- 
lature, and every concurrent resolution appropriating money 
or property,] shall be presented to the governor, and if he 
approve, he shall sign it ; but if not, he shall return it, with 
hia objections, to the house in which it originated, which 
shall enter the objections at large upon its journal, and recon- 
eider it. Ou such reconsideration, if two-thirds of the mem- 
bers elected agree to pass such bill or resolution, it shall be 
sent, with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall 
be reconsidered. If approved by two-thirds of the members 
elected to that house, it shall become [a law] operative. In 
Buch case the vote of both houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the members voting for and against 
it shall be entered on the journals of each house respectively 

* This clause is added to guard against serious inconveniences that 
might arise under the oiherwise inflexible fifty days' limitation. There 
have been cases in which mea-iurea of vital importance to Ihe State have 
been overlooked until after Ihe expiration of fifty days, and the over- 
eight has only been remedied by a questionable resort to the form of 
some other bill before the legislature, which was taken up and adapted 
to Ihe purpose. 

C + By the corresponding section of the present constitutinn, only bills 
and concurrent resolutions require the approval of the governor It 
■would seem that joint resolutions, which frequently have all the fcrca 
of bills, do not. Under Ihe amended section, as will be seen, all tills 
and joint rcsolutiona, and all concurrent resolutions appropriating 
.money or property, must be presented to the governor. 
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If any bill or resolution be not retnraod bj the governor 
■within ten days (Sundiiy excopted), after it has been presented 
to him, the same shall become [a law] operative in like man- 
ner as if he had signed it, unless the legislature, by their 
adjournment, prevent its retnrn, in which case it shall not 
become [a law] operative. The governor may approve, sign, 
aud file in the office of the secretary of state, within five 
days after the adjournment of the legislature, any act passed 
during the last five days of the session, and the same shall 
become [a law] operative. 

Sec. 15. The compensation of members of the Legislature 
shall be [three] four dollars a day for actual attendance, and 
when absent on account of sickness. [But the legislature 
may allow extra compensation to members from the territory 
of the upper peninsula, not exceeding two dollars per day 
during the session. When convened in extra session, their 
€ompensatiou shall be three dollars a day for the first twenty 
days, and nothing thereafter.] They shall be entitled to ten 
cents, and no more, for every mile actually traveled going to 
and returning from the place of meeting, on the usually trav- 
eled route ; and for stationery and newspapers not exceeding 
live dollars for each member during any session. Each mem- 
ber shall be entitled to one copy of the laws, journals and 
documents of the legislature of which he was a member; but 
shall not receive, at the expense of the State, books, news- 
papers, or other perquisites of office not expressly authorized 
by this constitntion. * 

Sec. 16. The president of the senate and s[Teaker of the Art 
house of representatives shall he entitled to the same per"' 
diem compensation and mileage as members of the legisla- 
ture, and no more. 

Sec. 11. No person elected a member of the legislature Act. 
shall receive any civil appointment within this State, or to the ^*- 
senate of the United States, from the governor, the governor 
and senate, from the legislature, or any other State authority, 
or he eligible to anp office which shall have been created, or the 
emolummts of which shall have been increased by the legis- 
iaiure during the term for which he is elected. All such 
appointments, and all votes given for any person so elected, 
for any such office or appointment, shsill be void. No member 
of the legislature shall be interested, directly or icdirectly, in 

*Tbi9 section fixes Ih mj t f m b t f t d f 

three dollars per day. t fi 1 p m tt g ra ] sat 

to members from tLe Ppp 1 dmeslbltnlt f 
■twenty days for estra a 
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any contract with the State, or any [county] municipal cor- 
poration' thereof, authorized by any law passed dnriug the 
time for which he is elected, or for one year thereafter. 

Sec, 18, Every bill and joint resolntion sliall be reitd three 
times in each house before the final passage thereof. No bill 
or joint resolation shall become a law without tht- concurrence 
of a majority of all the members elected to each liouse On 
the final passage of eaoh bill and joint resolution the vote 
shall be taken separately, by yeas and nays, and entered on 
the journal, 
s. Sec. 19. No law shall embrace more than one [snbject] 
object, which shall be expressed in its title. No law shall bo 
revised, altered or amended, by reference to its title only ; but; 
the act revised, and the section or sections of the act altered 
or amended, shall be re-enacted and published at length. No 
public act shall take effect or be in force nntil the expiration 
of ninety days from the end of tlie session at which the same 
is passed, aniess, in case of some emergency to be slated in the 
act, the legislature shall otherwise dii-ect, by a two-thirds vote 
of the members elected to each house, to be taken by yeas and 
nays. * 

Sec. 20. The legislature shall not grant or authorize extra 
compensation to any public officer, agent or coutractor, after 
the service has been rendered or the contract entered into, 
!. Sec. 21. Tiio legislature shall provide by law that the fur- 
nishing of fuel and stationery for the use of the State, the 
printing and hinding the laws and journals, all blanks, paper, 
and prmting for the executive departmi-nt and Slate offices, 
and ail other printing oi"dered by the legislature, shall be let 
by contract to the lowest competent and responsible bidder or 
bidders, who shall give adequate and satisfactory security for 
the performance thereof. The legislatui-e shall prescribe by 
law the manner in which the State printing shall be executed, 
and the accounts rendered therefor, and shall prohibit all 
charges for constructive labor. It shall not ri'sciud or alter 
such contract, nor release the person or persons taking the 
same, or his or their sureties, from the performance of any of 
the conditions of the contract. No member of the legislature 
or officer of the State shall be interested, directly or itidirectly, 
in any such contract, or any contract with the State. 

Sec, Hi. The legislature shall not pass local or special laios 
in any of the following enumerated cases : 

* The clianges in tills section are intsnrled to place udditional restiic- 
tions upon tfio practict' of giving immediate effect to important general 
laws, wbioli is aow done upon simplu motion by a rising vote. 
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Mrst — Divorcing any named parly, or upon the suiject of\Tt. n 
divorce ; ^^• 

Second — Changing (he names of persons or places ; 

Third — Regulating the practice in courts of justice, or reg- 
ulating the jurisdiction and duties of justices of the peace, or 
constables ; 

Fourth — Providing for changes of venue in civil or criminal 
cases ; 

Filth— Providing for the election or appointment of mem- 
bers of boards of supervisors ; 

Sixth — Summoning and empaneling grand or petit jurors ; 

Seventh — Regulating the rate of interest on money ; 

Eighth — Authorizing the sale, lease or mortgage of real Art.*, at 
estate belonging to minors, or by executors or administrators, **' 
or by any religious corporation or society ; 

Mnth — Chartering or licensing ferries or toll bridges; 

Tenth — Remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures ; 

Eleventh — Creating, increasing or decreasing fees, percent- 
ages or dllowancBS of public oncers ; 

Thoelfth — Changing tlie law of descent ; 

Thirteenth — Granting to any corporation, association or 
individual, any special or exclusive privilege, immunity or 
franchise whatever ; 

Fourteenth — Declaring any named person of age ; 

Fifteenth — Extending the time for the assessment or collec- 
tion of taxes, or otherwise relieving any assessor or collector 
of taxes from the due performance of his official duties; 

Sixteenth — Punishing crimes or misdemeanors ; 

Seventeenth — Adopting, by any person, any named person as 
his child or heir ; 

Eighteenth — Vacating or altering any road laid out by com- Art. i, k 
missioners of highways, or any street, alley or public ground^' 
in any city or village, or in any recorded town plat ; or for 
huilding or repairing bridges, or for draining swamp or other 
low lands, exc^f by expenditure of grants to the State. 

Nineteenth — Exempting any property from taxation. The 
legislature shall provide by general laies for the cases enume~ 
rated in this section, and for all other casen which, in its judg- 
ment, may be provided for by general laws. * 

*The reatriciions proposed by some of tliB subdivisiona of tliis sec- 
tion ati: now eatbodleJ in tUe coostitation. Utbers of tiiem are already 
coverL'd by general laws. Tney are all found in some une or other of 
the constitutions of tlie States. Ii ia bBlierel that the adoptioa of tbese 
lealrictiona will reduce the length and expcoas of legislative sesaioas 
fully one-thirU, aawell aa be a safeguard against mach Laaty, corrupt 
and partial legisiaiion. 
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Sec. 23. The legislature shall not establish a SUte paper. 

Sec. 24. The legislature may authorize the employment of 
a chaplain for the State prison ; but no money shall be appro- 
priated for the payment of any religious services in either 
house of the legislature. 

Sec. 25. Ko collector, holder or disburser of public mon- 
eys, shall have a seat in the legislature or be eligible to any 
office of trust or profit under this State, until he shall have 
acconnted fur ancl paid over, as provided by law, all sums for 
which he may be liable. 

Sec. 26. The legislature shall not audit or allow ajiy pri- 
vate claim or account. 

Sec. 27. The legislature shall meet at the seat of govern- 
ment 00 the first VVedoesday in January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and [sixty-one] seventy-five, and on the first Wednes- 
day in January in every second year thereafter, and at no 
other place or time unless as provided in this constitation, and 
shall adjourn without day at such time us the legislature shall 
fix by concurrent resolution. 

Sec. S8, The legislatnre, on the day of final jidjoumnient. 
shall adjonru at twelve o'clock at noon. 

Sec. 2D. The election of senators and representatives pnr- 
snant to the provisions of this constitution, shall be held on 
the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November, in the 
year eighteen hundred and [fifty-two] seventy-four, and on 
the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November of 
every second year thereafter. 

Sec. 30. The legislature shall provide for the speedy publi- 
catiott of all statute laws of a public nature, and of such 
judicial decisions as it may deem expedient. All laws and 
judicial decisions shall be free for publication by any pei'son. 

Sec. 31. The legislature may declare the cases in which 
any office shall he deemed vacant, and also the manner of fill- 
ing the vacancy, where no provision is made for that purpose 
in this constitution. 

Sec. 32. The legislature may confer upon organized town- 
ships, incorporated cities and villages, and upon the board of 
supervisors of the several counties, such powers of a local, leg- 
islative and administrative character as it may deem proper. 
,. Sec. 33. The legislature shall not authoriae any lottery, 
or permit the sale of lottery tickets. 

Sec. 34. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the 
treasury for the benefit of any religious sect or society, theo- 
logical or religious seminary, or school under private or 
denominational control, nor shall property belonging to the 
State be appropriated for any such purpose. 
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Sec. 35. The asseufc of two-thirds of the members elected *rt. 
to each house of the legislature shiill be requisite to every ' 
bill appropriating the public money or property for local or 
private purposes. 

Sec. 31}. The legislature shali not pass anyact authorizing *|ti 
the grant of license for the sale of ardent spirits or other 
intoxicating liqnors. 

Sec. 37. The style of the kwa aha!! be: '-The People of*'-'- 
the Stute of Michigan enact." 

Note. — Section 16 of the corresponding article of the present eoosli. 
Intion relative io postage, is omitted aa obsolete, as all postage is now 
required to tie paid in advance. Section 39, permitting compenaalion 
only to tbe person who may be declared entitled to the seat in case of 
a contested election, is stricken out, as calculated to work unjustly in 
Eome cases where parties hoid certificates of election, and in otber cases 
■where they are cooteslanis with a reasonably good case. That part of 
section 55 which allows fifteen dollars to newspapers- publishing the 
general taws of a session, is omitted as absurd in itself, from the small- 
neas of the compensation offered. Under section 30 of this amended 
article, which requires the legislature to provide for the speedy publi- 
cation of all statute laws of a public nature, the legislature may pro- 
vide adequate compensilion to newspapers for publishing such laws as 
(hey may direct. Sections 39. 41, 43, 43, 44, and 48, of the present 
article, are embodied in the Bill of Rights, which Etands as article II of 
the amended constitution. 

ARTICLE v.* 

EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The executive power is vested in a Groveroor, 
who shall hold his ofBee for two years. A Lieutenant G-ov- 
eriior shall be chosen for tbe same term. 

Sec. 3, No person shall be eligible to the office of governor 
or lieutenant governor who has not been five years a citizen 
of the United States, a resident of this State two years nest 
preceding his election, [nor shall any person be eligible to 
either office who has not] and attained the age of thirty years. 

Sec. 3. The governor and iicnteiiant governor shall bo 
elected at the times and placesof choosing the members of the" 
legislature. The person having the highest number of votes 
for governor or lieutenant governor shall be elected. In 
case two or more persons shall have an equal und the highest 
number of votes for governor or lieutenant governor, the 
legislature shall, by joint vote, choose one of such persons. 

* The changes proposEd in ihi-; art.cle are few, and generally unim- 
portant. The sections are the same in number, and relate resper lively 
to the same subject matter, with thi.se of the corresponding article of 
tbe present cunstaulion. 
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Sec. 4. The governor ehall be eommander-in -chief of the 
milirary and naval forces, and may call out such forces to 
execute the laws, to suppress insurrectiou, and to repel 
invasion. 

Sec. 5. He [shall transact all necessary business with officers 
of governmect, and] may require information in writing from 
officers of the executive department upon any subject relating 
to t!ie daties of their respective offices. 

SEt 6 He shall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed 

Sel 7 He may convene the legislature on extraordinary 
occasions 

Sec 8 He shall give to the legislature, and at the close of 
his official term to the [uestj incoming legislature, informa- 
tion by message of the condition of the State, and recom- 
mend such measures to them as he shall deem expedient. 

&EC 9 He may convene the legislature at some other 
place, wh(D the seat of guvernmeat becomes dangerous from 
disease or a [common] public enemy. 

Sec 10 He shall issue writs of election to fill such vacan- 
cies as occur in the senate or house of representatives. 

Sec. 11. He may grant reprieves, commutations and" par- 
dons, after conviction, for all offenses except treason and cases 
of impeachment, upon such conditions, and with such restric- 
tions and limitaticms, as he may think proper; but the legis- 
lature may provide by law as to the manner of hearing appli- 
cations .for pardon. * Upon conviction for treason, he may sna- 
pend the exeention of the sentence until the case shall be 
reported to the legislature at its next session, when the leg- 
islature shall either pardon oreommnte the sentence, direct 
the execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He 
shall communicate to the legislature afc each session, informa- 
tion of each case of reprieve, commutation or pardon granted, 
and the reasons therefor, 

Sec. 13. In case of the [imi^cachmeutl dsatJi of the governor, 
his removal or suspension from otfice, [death] iuabllity to 
perform the duties of the office, resignation, absence from the 
State, or other disability, the powers and duties of the office 
shall devolve npon the lieutenant governor for the residue of 
the term, or until the dis^ibility cease. But when the gov- 
ernor shall be [out of] absent from the State, [in time of war] 
at the head of the military forces ttiereof, he shall continue 
to be commander-in-chief 

* In place of italies, the preaent conslilulion faya — " subject to regn- 
latioii? provided by law, relatife to tlic mjianer oi applying for par- 
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Sec, 13. Darjng the racaney in the oCIiee of governor, if 
the Ik'utentint gnvtrnop die, resign, be [impeached] displnced, 
suspended, or be incapable of perfomiing the duties of his office, 
or absent from the State, the president pro tempore of the sen- 
ate shatl act as governor nntil the vacancy be filled or the 
disability cease. 

Sec. 14. The lientenant governor shall, by virtue of his 
office, be president of the senate, and when there is an equal 
division, he shall give the casting vote. In committee of the 
whole he may debate all qnestions. 

Sec. 15. No member of cocgress, or any person holding 
office under the United States, or this Slate, shall execute the 
office of governor. 

Sec, If!. No person elected governor or lieutenant governor 
ehall [be eligible to] receive any ofifiee or appointment from 
the legislature, or either house thereof, during the time for 
which he was elected. [A.1I votes for either of them, for any 
Buch office, shall be void.] 

Sec, 17. The lieutenant governor and president of the 
aenate pro tempore, when performing the duties of governor, 
shall receive the same comiiensatiou as tlie governor. 

Sec. 18. All official acts of the governor, his approval of 
the laws escepted, shall be authenticated by the Great Seal of 
the State, which shall be kept by the secretary of stat*?. 

Sec. 19, All commissions issued to persons holding office 
under the provisions of this constitution shall be "In the 
name and by the authority of the people of the State of Mich- 
igan," sealed with the Great Seal of the State, signed by the 
governor, and couutorsigned by the secretary of state. 

ARTICLE \l. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMliNT. 

Section 1. The judicial power is vested iit a si\premej\, 
court, in circuit courts, probate courts, justices of the peiice,i' 
and in such tther courts, tribunals and officers as are or shall 
be established or authorized hy law.* 

Sec. 2. The supreme court shall be composed of Jive judges, f^, 
Htreafter the judges of sa d court shall be nominated, and by 

•Tiiecotrospondiagsectionof the preaeat constitution saj^' "Muui- 
cipal cimrt3 of civil and criminal jurisdiction may hv eatal)liglie<i by the 
legislature in cities." tSection 33, same article, Bays; " 'I he legisla- 
ture may establish coarta of conciliaii'm, witi such powers and duties 
as sball be prtscribed by taw " These aro botti omitied, tse powers 
conferred by ihem being covered by tiie words in italics ta which this 
note refers, as also much more comprehensive powers. 
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and with the advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the 
governor; and their term o' o^ce shall be ten years. One judge 
of said court shall be appointed as soon as practicable after the 
first day of January, tn the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-fioe, and his term of o§ice shall date 
from January first, 07te thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
four ; and one judge of said court shall thereaiter be appointed 
as the tbrms of the present and future judges shall expire.* 
.8. Sec, 3. The snpreme court ehail have a generul saperin- 
tending control over all other courts and tribunals; aud also 
sucb appellate jurist! iction as shall be provided by law; and 
to that end may issue writs of error, certiorari, mandamus, 
procedendo, prohibition, and «11 other appropriate .writs and 
process. It shall also have original jurisdiction in cases of 
mandamus, habeas corpus, proceedings in tho nature of quo 
warranto, and proceedings by scire facias, to vacate letters 
putent. Its appellate jurisdiction shall not extend to any 
civil case for the recovery of money or property in which the 
amount or value of the thing in controversy/ is hss than one 
hundred dollars, exclvsive of costs, except upon the allowance 
of an appeal, writ of error or certiorari by the judge who 
tried such case, or by a judge of the supreme court. The con- 
currence of three judges of said court shall be necessary to a 
final decision, f 



vid m T ised section 

frea h The essential 

elian fl g providicg that 

the pp g d n ead of being 

elec d fi g £ ffl d eight years. 

Th c 3s tj £ g I apreiae court composed of an odd instead 
of an even number of Judges, is seen in the fact that a number of caacs 
Involving important quealions of law, liave remained practically unde- 
cided, owing to an equal division of the court. The esienaion of Ihe 
term Itt ten years is rendered necessary to secure regularity of succea. 
Bion. In proposing the change in tho manner of choosing judges, the 
commission sought to represent what seemed to be the prevailing sen- 
timent with Ihe bar, the press, and tho peor)lc of the State, so far as an 
expression was had The proposition on its final passage received the 
unanimous approval of the members ol the commission voting npoa 
it, Ihe only difference of opinion being as to the manner of submission — 
whether it should be embodied directly in the amended constitution, or 
submitted separately. 

+ This section covers the general gronnd of the corresponding section 
of the present constitution. Its principal new feature is that restricting 
the appellate jurisdiction of the court lo eases in which the amount in 
controversy is one hundred dollars or over, etc. The phraseology of 
the section is generally changed. The last clause, making the concur- 
-enco of three judges necessary toa final decision, is in "eeepingwith the 
!_-_jj jmjreagjng tne number of judges. 
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Sec. 4. Four terms of the supreme court shall be held Art. fl,tM. 
annaally, at sxich times aiul places as may be designatccl by law. *" 

Sec. 5. The supreme conrt shall have power, by general Art. 6, aeea 
roles, to establish, and from time to time modify, the methods ^ °"^ ^^' 
of proeednro and the practice therein, and to appoint Us 
clerks, and a i-eporter of its decisions; and said court shall 
also have poioer to establish a code or codes of civil procedure, 
pleading and practice, including the commencement of suits 
and proceedings, for all other courts of record, and from time 
to time to alter and amend such code or codes. * 

Sec. 6. The legislature shall divide the State into judicial Art. «,»«s, 
circnits, and may increase or decrease the number of the same"*"*''" 
from time to time, for each of which the governor shall nomi- 
nate, and, hy and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
appoint one circuit judge, who shall hold his office for the 
term of six years, and tintil his suLCtssor is appointed and 
qtialified. So alteration of any circuit shall ha\e the effect to 
i-emove a judge from oEQeo. f 

Sec. 7. A circuit court shall be held at leist twice in each Art. a, ««. 
year in every county organized for judicial puiposes, and"' 
[four] at least three times in each year in counties contain- 
ing ten thousand inhabitants. Judges of tlie circuit court 
may hold courts for each other, and shall do so when required 
by law. 

Sec. 8. The circuit courts shall ha,\e ougmal junsdictiou in Art. t. sm, 
all matters, civil and criminal, not excepted in this coustitu- ^* 
tioii and not prohibited by law, and such appellate jurisdic- 
tion from all inferior courts and tribimals as shall be provided 
by law, and a supervisory control of the tame. They shall 
also have power to issue writs of injnnction, habeas corpus, 
mandamiis, quo warranto, certiorari, and other writs neces- 
sary to carry into effect their orders, judgments and decrees, 
and give them general control over inferior courts and tribu- 
nals within their respective jurisdictions. The appellate juriS' 
diction of said courts shall not extend to any civil case in 
which the amount or value of the thing in controversy is less 
than twenty-five dollars, exclusive of costs, except upon allow- 
ance of an appeal or writ of certiorari hy the Judge of the 
court entitled to exercise such appellate jurisdiction. % 

* The following provisions contained in section 5 are omitted : "The 
legislature shall, bs far as practicable, abolish djstinctions between !aw 
and equity proceedings. The office of master in chancery is prohibited." 

t This section covers the general provisions of sections sis and seven 
of thepreaent article. The only material change is from the elective to 
the appointive system for judges. 

J The addition to this section ismadeto relieve (he circuit courts from 
the larj;e number of atipoal cases where lliG amotint iuvolved is trivial. 
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Seg. 9. The respective circuit courts held i?i each county, 
or the judge thereof, shall appoint two circuit court commte- 
sioners, who shall he vested with such Judicial and ministerial 
powers as shall ie prescribed hy law. * 
;, Sec. 10. Whenever a jtidge shall remove beyond the limits 
of the itirisdietion for which he was appointed or elected, or a 
justice of the peace from tho townslaip in which he was 
elected, or by a change in the boundaries of such township, 
shall be placed without the game, he shall bo deemed to have 
vacated his office. 

Sec. 11, "When a vacancy occurs in the office of judge of 
the snprerac or circuit court it shall be filled for the residue 
of the term hy appointment of the governor, hy and with the 
advice and consent of the senate; hut if the senate is- not in 
session when such vacancy occurs, the governor shall fill the 
smne hy appointment until the senate shall assemble, and for 
thirty days thereafter, when the vacancy shall he filled as here- 
inbefore provided. When a vacancy occurs in the office of 
judge of probate or judge of any court of record, other than the 
supreme or circuit court, it shall le filled hy appointment of 
the governor, which appointment shall continue during the 
residue of the unexpired term, and until a successor is duly 
qualified, f 

Sec. 13. Tijc clerk of each county organized for judicial 
purposes shall be clerk of the eireuit court of such county 
[and of the supreme court when held wlthia tlio same]. 
■■ i'he judges of the circuit courts, within their respective juria- 
dictiona, may fill vacancies in the offices of county clerk and 
proseeating attorney. J 
.t>. Sec. 13. During their continuance in office, and for one 
year thereafter, the judges of the supreme and circuit courts 
shall be ineligible to any other than a judicial office. I 

Sec. 14. In each county organized for judicial purposes 
there shall be a court of prohate. It shall have such probate 
jurisdiction, pov/ers and duties us shall he prescribed by law. 

*Thi3 is a now aection, and is in. keeping with otiier provisions chang- 
ing the manitet: of choosing judicial omccrs. 

t Section 14, arliele VI, of the present constitution, provides that tlifi 
governor may fill vacancies in supreme, ciraiit and prohate judgeships 
until ft successor is elected. 



ITlie present section (sec. 10, art. fi), has a fiirtlier provision that a 



judge shell exercise any other power of appointment to public o 
This is omitted aa unnecessary, and as inconsistent with the power given 
to appoint circuit court commissioners. 

I The present provision maltes judges ineligihle for one jear after the 
expiration of the term lor which they are elected. The amended see. 



;at>yGoogle 



AMENDED CONSTITUTION. 

Other jurisdiction, civil and criminal, may also he conferred 
on any one or more courts of prolate. Judges of probate 
shall hold their offices for a term of four years, and shall be 
elected by the electors of their respective counties, as shall be 
provided by law. * 

Sec. 15. The supreme, cirenit and probate courts shall be Art 
coiirts of record, and shall each have a common seal. ^^' 

Sec, 16. There shall be not exceeding four justices of the Art 
peace in each organized township. They shall be elected by ' 
the electors of the townships, and shall hold their oSices for 
four years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
At the first election in any township they shall be classified 
as shall be prescribed by law. A justice elected to fill a 
yacancy shall hold his office for the residue of the unexpired 
term. | 

Sec. 17. In civil cases justices of the peace shall have esclu- Art 
aive jarisdiction to the amouut of one hundred dollars, and ' 
concurrent jurisdictioii to the amount of three hundred dol- 
lars, which may be increased to five hundred dollars, with such 
exceptions and restrictions as may be provided by law. They 
shall also have such crimiaal jurisdiction, and perform such 
duties, as shall be prescribed by the legislature. 

Sec. 18. Judges of the supreme court, circuit judges, and*" 
justices of the peace, shall be conservators of the peace within 
their respective jurisdictions, 

Skc. 19. The style of all process shall be : '■ In the name of ^'■f 
the People of the State of Michigan." 

KoTE. — Sections 34 to 34 inclusive, as tliey stand in article YI of the 
present constitution, are transferred to the Bill of Bights, which stands 
us article II of the amended constitution. Tlie following clauses of 
section 10 of article VI of the present constitution are omitied from the 
revised article ; " Thedecisions of the supremecourt shall be in writii^, 
and signed by the judges concnrriug therein. Any judge dissenting 
therefrom, shall give the reasons of such dissent ia writing, nnder his 
signature. All such opinions shall be filed in the office of tlte clerk of 
the supreme court." 



tion makes the ineligibility to ostend ouly 
to hold the office of judge. The clause of the present section declaring 
void all votes given, for a judge for anj' other than a judicial office, is 
omitted as superfluous, 

*This section is somewhat changed ia phraseology, but the clause in 
italics is the only new feature. This is added for the purpose of giving 
to the legislature the power to relieve the pressure upon other courts 
when deemed necessary, by eonfeiTing a larger jurisdiction upon probate 
courts. 

fThis section is unchanged, hut the last clause, providing that the 
legislature may increase the number of justices in cities, is omitted, all 
the power couferred by it being covered by the last clause of the first 
section of this amended article. 
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AMENDED CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE Vir. 

BLECTIVB FRANCHISE. 

1. Section 1. lu all elections, eyery person of the age of 
twenty-one years who shall have resided in this State three 
mouths, and in the township or ward in which he offers to 
I'ote ten tlays nest preceding an election, belonging to either 
of the following classes, shall be an elector and entitled to 
vote : 
First— EvQiy male citizen of the United States; 
Second — Every male inhabitant of this State, who shall have 
resided in the United States two years and six months, and 
declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States 
pursuant to the laws thereof, six months preceding an election ; 
Third — Every male inhabitant residing in this State on the 
twenty-fourth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five. * 

!. Sec. 3. In time of war, insurrection or rebellion, the right 
to vote at such place, and in such manner as shall be prescribed 
by law, shall be enjoyed by all persons otherwise entitled 
thereto, who may be in the actual military or naval service of 
the United States, or of this State, and their votes shall be 
made to apply to the township or ward of which they are resi- 
dents. The legislature may provide hy laio for alhtving town- 
xhips to hold their elections in any city wholly or in part within 
the limits of such townships, f 

'■ Sec. 3. AH [votes shall be givea] elections shall he hy ballot, 
except of Each township officers as may be anthorized by law 
to be otherwise chosen. 

!. Sec. 4. Every electov, in all cases except treason, felony, 
misdemeanor, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from 
arrest during his attendance at election, and in going to and 

*The language of tbis section is changed so as to make it mere readily 
understood, but it does not cbange the right o£ Itie elective franchise. 
The second subdivision stands in lieu of the following clause of section 
one of article VII of the present constitution : " Every male inhabitant 
residing in the State on the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty, who has declared his intention to become a citizen of 
the United States, pursuant lo the )aws thereof, sis months preceding 
iin election, or who has resided in this State two years and six months, 
and declared his intention as aforesaid, and every civilized male inhab- 
itant o£ Indian descent, a native of the United Sfatea, and not a mem- 
ter of any tribe." The omission of the qualifying clause relative to 
Indians, is because all persons of ihot class in the State are regarded as 
civilized and non-tribal. 

f The first part of this section iij changed in phraseology, as it stands 
in section 1 of the present article, but not in substance. The last clause 
is added to remove any doubt as to tlie legality of the practice which 
now esisfsiu such cases. 
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roturninn; from the same. No elector shall be obliged to 
uttend court as a suitor or witness on the day of election, or to 
do militiiry duty thereon except in time of war or public 
danger. 

Sec, 5, No elector shall be deemed to have gained or lost his Art 
residence by reason of absence therefrom in the service of the ^' 
United States or of this State, nor ivhile engaged in the navi- 
gation of the waters of this State or of the United States, or 
of the high seas, nor while a student at any seminary of learn- 
ing, Dor while kept at any alms-house or other asylum at 
public expense, [oor while confined in any public prison. J 

Sec. 6. Laws may he passed to preserve the purity of elec- an 
tions, and guard against the abuses of the elective franchisf. *■ 

Sec. 7. No soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy ah 
of the United States, shall be deemed a resident of this State ''' 
in consetiuence of being stationed in any place within the 
same. 

Seo. 8. Any inhabitant of this State who may hereafter Ar 
he engaged in a duel shall be disqualified froni holding any®' 
office and from voting at any election, * 

ARTICLE Vni. 

STATE OrriCERS. 

Section 1. There shall be elected at each general biennial ai- 
election in November, a secretary of state, a state treasurer,^- 
a commissioner of the state land ofBce, a superintendent of 
public instruction, and an auditor general, [an attorney 
general] for the terra of two years, each of whom shall keep 
his office at the seat of government, and shall perform such 
duties as may be prescribed by law. f 

Sec. SJ. Their term of ofiiee shall commence on the first dayAi 
of January following their election. ^■ 

Sec. 3. An attorney general shall he elected or appointed, as 
the legislature may hg law provide. % 

Seo. i. "Whenever a vacancy shall occur in any of the StateAr 
offices, the governor shall fill the same by appointment, by 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, if in session. 

Sec. 5. The secretary of state, state treasurer and com- *■ 

* Change in plirascology. 

fThe order in which, the offlcera arc named in the correaponding 
section is changed. 

i Should the amended constitution ho adopted, the oiBce of attorney 
gcacral will remain elective, as now, unless clisnged by the legislature. 
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mJ8sioner of the stiite land office, shall constitntD a board of 
state auditors, to examine and adjnst all claims agaioat the 
State not otherwise provided for by law. They shall also 
constitnte a board of state canvassers, to determine the result 
of all elections for governor, lieutenant governor and state 
officers, and of such other oESeere as shall by law be referred 
to til em. 

Sec. fi. In ciise two or more persons have an ei^uai and the 
liigbest number of votes for any office, as canvassed by the 
board of state canvassers, the legislature, in joint conven- 
tion, shall choose one of said peraons to fill such office. When 
the determination of the board of state canvassers is contested, 
the legislature in joint convention shall decide which peraon 
is elected. 
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AKTICLE X. 
MUNICIPAL COEPOBATIONS. * 

Sectioh 1. iVo county, city, township or oilier municipal cof- 
poration, shalliecome a stockholder in, or make any loan or gift 
to, or lend its credit in aid of any person, private corporation 
or association; norsMUany county, city, township or other 
municipaliiy construct or iecome the owner of any railroad. 
The provisions of this section shall not prevent such mtinici-^ 
palitiesfrom aiding enlistments and in the support of the fam- 
ilies of soldiers in time of war; or supporting their poor in 
such manner as may ie provided ly law. f 
Counties. 

Sec. i. Each organized county shall be a body corporate. Art. 
with siioh powers aad immunities as shall be [estabhshed] pre- ^" 
serihed by law. All suits and proceedings by or against a 
county shall be in the name thereof. The power of counties 
to levy taxes, horroio money and contract debts, shall ie 
restricted ly law. J 

Sec. 3- The board of supervisors of any county may borrow aa 
or raise by tax a sum not exceeding in any one year one and"' 
one half mills upon the dollar of the assessed valuation thereof, 
for constructing or repairing public buildings, highways or 
bridges: Provided, The indebtedness of a county incurred 
under this section shall at no time exceed three mtUs upon a 
dollar of such assessed valuation, unless authorized by a 
majority of the electors of the conntg voting thereon, as s/ml! 
be provided ly late. \ 

^Inllse present constilutioB the Bnbject of " Countiea" Is treated of 
in article X, and of " Townships " in article SI. In the revisiou. ilic 
two are combined into a single arlicle, under the Utis of "Muaicipa! 
Corpnraljons," to which is also added "Cities and Villages," whiaii 
liave no speeial place in ttie present instrument. 

+ The propriety of this provision was suggested, by the cxperienco of 
some of the western states, whei'o tlie credit of municipalities has been 
pledged largely in aid of private corporations. 

t The present constitution contains a similar pro vis ion rdatlro tocilies 
and Tillages. 

1 Section Oof t'lo present arlicle limiis liic amount to one iaotisand 
lars that may tie raised in any county i.i any one year v.'itboiit a vote; 
of the people, but does not limit th^ aggi-egato to which the indtbtei)- 
ness may raach by snccessivo yearly appropriations. The iimecded 
section limiia the amount tliat may bo raised by Cie board of supervis- 
ors in any one year by a per cent upon tiie assessed Taluation, as being 
more efjaal in its operation, and also limits the aggn-gatc of indebled- 
ucM that may be iiiciiri-ed . 
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c- Sec. 4. No organized county sball ever bo reduced, by the 
organization of new counties, to less than sixteen townships 
as surveyed by the United States, unless, in pursuance of law, 
a naajority of electors residing in each county to be affected 
thereby shall so decide. The legislature may organize a;ny 
city into a separate county when it has attained a populat on 
of twenty thonaand inhabitants, without reference to geo- 
graphical extent, when a majority of the electors of a county 
in which such city may be situated, voting thereon, shall be in 
favor of a separate organization. Nothing herein contained 
sMll be so constriied as to prevent the legislature from organ- 
izing any county composed wholly of islands within the terri- 
tory of the Stale, or discontinuing any such county and 
attaching the same to the nearest county or counties on the 
main land.* 

c. Sec. 5. In each organized coanty there shall be a sheriff, a 
county clerk, a county treasurer, a register of deeds, and a 
prosecuting attorney, chosen by the electors thereof once in 
two years, [and as often as vacancies shall happen] f whose 
duties and powers shall be prescribed bylaw; but the legisla- 
ture may provide for the appointment, iy tlte governor, of pros- 
ecuting attorneys, by and with the advice and con sent of the 
senate. % The boai-d of supervisors in- any county may unite 
the oflces of coanty clerk and register of deeds in one ofEce, 
or disconnect the same. 

r. Sec. G. The sheriff, county clerk, county treasnrer, judge of 
probate aud register of deeds, shall hold their offices at the 
county seat. 

T. Sec. 7. The sheriff shall hold no other ofQce. No person 
shall be eJigiblc to the ofBee of sheriff for more than four in a 
period of six years. The county shall never be responsible for 
his acts. II 

'-. Sec. 8. A board of supervisors, consisting of one from each 
organized township, shall be established in each county, with 

* Tills section is anclianged, except by tLe addition of the lafit sen- 
tence, TOhich. is added to give the section flexibility in the class of cases 
to which it refers. 

\ The clause in brackeis is omitted, for the reason that provision is 
made for filling vacancies in coimly officps by appointment, in most, if 
not in all cases. 

t This simply gives the legislature power lo provide for the appolat- 
menC of prosecuting attorneys. 

I The following clause of the present section is omitted : " He may 
be required by law to renew bis security from time to time, and in 
default of giving such security his office shall be deemed vacant." The 
legislature has all necessary power in the premises. 
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sncii powers as shall be prescribed by law. Cities a}id villages Art, 
eliall have such representation in the hoard of supervisors of ^' 
the counties in which they arc situated as the legislature may 
direct. 

Sec. 9. No county seat, oaee established, shall be removed, *"■ 
until the place to which it is proposed to be removed shall be 
designiited by two-thirds of the board of supervisors of the 
county, and a majority of the electors voting thereon shall 
have voted in favor of the proposed location, in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 10. The board of coanty auditors in snch counties as iri. 
may be aiithorized by law to elect county auditors, and in ^''• 
every other oonnty the hoard of supervisors, shall, except as 
otherwise provided by law, have power to prescribe the com- 
pensation for all services rendered for, and adjust all claims 
against their respective counties, and such determination and 
adjustment shall be subject to no appeal. Supervisors and 
county auditors shnll receive for their services such compensa- 
tion as shall be prescribed by lain.* 

Sec. 11. The board of supervisors of each organized connty am. 
may provide for laying out liighways, constructing bridges,"' 
and organizing townships, under such restrictions and limita- 
tions as shall bo prescribed by law. 

Townships.^ 

Sec. 12. Bach organized township shall be a body corporate, am. 
with such powers and immunities as shall be prescribed by^' 
law. All suits and proceedings by or against a township shall 
he in the name thereof. 

Sec. 13. There shall be elected in each organized township, Art. 
annually, on the first Monday of April, or at such other time^' 
as the legislature may provide, one supervisor, one township 
clerk, wlio shall be ex officio school inspector, one commissioner 

* Tiiere is some verbal change in tlje flrat part of this section, but the 
italicised clauses are the only new features. Supervisors and auditors 
have in some cases claimed the right to fis their own compensation. 
The section as amended would be conclusive against Buch claim, 
'fTLe sections of tliis sulidivisiou aro transposed from the order in 
which they stand in article XI of the present constitntion. The itali- 
cised clauses are new. The first gives tlio legislature power to flx some 
other time than the first Monday of April for the annual township 
election. The propriety of fixing it in March instead of April, hy con- 
stitutional provision, was quite strongly urged before the commission, 
but it was thought best to leave the subject to the legislature. The 
second clause is intended to remove an amiii^ity in the present consti- 
tution relative to highway commissioners, and to provide speciflcally for 
three commissioners in each township. 
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of highways, K'/io t-'hall hold Ms office for three years, one 
township ti'easuri^i", oue school inspector, not exceeding four 
constables, and one ove-rseer of highways of each highway 
district, and such otk&r officers as may he provided ly law, 
whose powers and duties shall be prescribed by law. 
Cities and Villages.* 
^. Sec. 14. Ciiies and villages shall hereafter he incotjiorated 
only binder general laws, in which their powers of taxation, 
borrowing money, and contracting debts, shall be restricted. 

Sec. 15. iVb city or village shall incur indebtedness, incluA- 
ing that incurred hy or on iehalfof any school district within 
Us corporate limits, so thai Us aggregate deU at any time shall 
exceed ten per cent on the valuation of its taxable property, as 
shown ly the assessment roll. 

Sec. 16. The [judicial] executive and legislative officers of 
cities and villages shall be elected, and all other ofdeers shall 
be elected or appointed, at snch time and in such manner as 
the legislatnre may direct. 

Sec. 17. Existing charters of cities and villages may ie 
altered and amended. 

ARTICLE Xl.f 

CORPOKATIOXS OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL. 

:. Section 1. Corporations (other than mnnicipai, and those 
for charitable, educational, penal and reformatory purposes 
under the control of pnblic authority), shall bs hereafter cre- 
ated only by general laws. Tite charter of no existing corpora- 

* There lias hecn a general law for tiie incorporation of villages for a 
Mum'ber of years, but more or less special charters bave been granted at 
fivery session of tlie legislature. At tbe last session, general laws were 
enacted l)otli for cities and villages. But yet the present constitution 
(section one, article XV), seems to contemplate Epeclal cliarters for this 
ciaas of corporations. Section 14, above, is specific in prohibiting 
special charters. This will relieve the legislature from much labor that 
would othervt-JEQ be demanded of it. Section 15, limiting the amount of 
indebtedness of cities and villages, was deemed necessary in view of 
the proneness of this cJass of corporations to pledge their credit, oue or 
two of the municipalities showing an indebtedness of over 25 per cent 
on their present assessed valuation. The remaining sections call for no 



f This article is the same, with some changes, as article SV of the 
present constitution, entitled, " corporatlonB." It is made to stand as 
article XI of the amended constitution, and is entitled, " coiporations 
other than mnniclpal," i!0 as to bring it Into a just relationship with the 
preceding article which treats of ** mnnicipal corporal ions." Article 
XIX — A, of railroads, adopted as an amendment in 1S70, is also 
embodied in this article as sections 10 and 11. 
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Hon not embraced in the above exceptions, shall he extended, 
altered or amended. All general acta of iiieorporatioi!, and 
general laws affecting corporatioas, may be altered, amended 
or repealed.* 

Sec. 3. No general banking law shall have effect nntil thcAi 
Bame shall, after its passage, be submitted to a vote of the^- 
electora of the State, at a general election, and be approved by 
a majority of the votes cast thereon at such election. 

Sec. 3. The [officers and] stockholders of every corporation ai 
or association for banking purposes, issuing bank notes or*'- 
paper credits to circnlate as money, shall be individually 
liable for all debts contracted daring the time of their being 
[officers or] stockholdera of such corporation or association, 
equally and ratably to the extent of their respective shares of 
stock in any sucli corporation or association. 

Sec. 4, The legislature shall provide for the registry of all ai 
bills or notes iiisued or put in circnlation as money by any *' 
bank organized under the laws of this State, and shall require 
security to the full amount of notes and bills so registered, in 
interest-bearing stocks of this State, or of the United States, 
which shall be deposited with the state treasurer, for the 
redemption of sucli bills oi.' notes in lawful money of the 
United States. 

Sec, 5. In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking m 
association, the billholders thereof shall be entitled to prefer- ''■ 
ence in payment over all other creditors of such bank or 
association. 

Sec. 6. I'he legislature sliall pass no law autliorizing orA^ 
sanctioning the suspension of [specie] paymeats by any [per-*- 
son, association or] corporation. 

Sec. 7. The stockholders in ail corporations [and joint ai 
stock associations] shall be individually liable for al! labor''' 
[performed for] done in ielialf of such. cor]>oxai\o\\ [or associ- 
ation,] during the time of their being such stockholders, equally 
and ratably to the extent of fheir respective shares in the stock 
of such corporation. 

Sec. 8. No corporation shall hald any real estate [here- ai 

*Tliia secUoQ covers the general grountl of the section to which it 
rctcra, tut is ciianged in phraseology. The following clause of section 
one of article Xv ivs it now Blands, is, however, omitted : "But the 
legislature may, by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to eacli 
houae, weate a single baalc, with branches." This was adoplfld as an 
iimendment in 1863. It authorizes theestablishment, by special charter, 
and without submission to the i>eople, of a single bank, with branches 
permeating the Slate, The force of the provision could liardly have 
been understood at the time of its adopiion. 
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after acquired] for a longer period than ten years from tha 
time of acquiring the same, except eiicli real estate as shall be 
aetnaily occupied by it in the exercise of its franchises. 

Sec. 9. Foreign corporations may he permitted to do busi- 
ness in this State under such limitations and restrictions as 
may ie prescribed by law, but sTtall be subject to the same 
restrictions and liabilities that are imposed, and shall have no 
greater rights than are conferred upon, domestic corporations 
of like character, and the stockholders of such foreign corpora- 
tions shall ie subject to like personal liabilities as stockholders 
in similar domestic corporations. No foreign corporation shall 
acquire or hold any lands in this State, except such as may ie 
iake?i in good faith in payment of debts, or such as may be 
iieeded for such offices, d^ots and warehouses as may he 
required for its legitimate business, and all lands hereafter 
acquired or held in violation of this provision shall escheat to 
the State. Provision shall he made for debarring all foreign 
corporations which shall violate any law of this State from 
thereafter being allowed to do business in the State. * 

Sec. 10. The legislature may, from time to time, pass laws 
establisliing reasonable maximum rates of charges for the 
transportation of passengers and freight, and regulating the 
speed of trains, on different railroads in this State, and shall 
prohibit running contracts between such railroad companies 
whereby discrimination is made in favor of either of such 
companies as against other companies owning connecting or 
intersecting lines of railroads. 

Sec. 11. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, 
property or franchises with any other railroad corporation 
owning a parallel or competing line; and in no case shall 
any consolidation take place except upon public notice given 
of at least sixty days to all stockholders, in such manner as 
shall be provided by law. 
:e. Sec. 13. No corporation, except for municipal or mining 
pnrposes, for life insurance, or for the construction of railroads 
[plank roads] or canals, shall be created for a longer time 
than thirty years. 
t;. Sec. 13. The term corporation, as used in this article, shall 
he construed to include all associations and joint stock eom- 

*This section ia entirely now. It liaa two leading objects ; First, to 
keep foreign corporalions under tlie control of tSe legislature ; and 
second, to guard against tbe absorption in large quantiUea, by foreign 
corporations, of laad in tlie State, to the detriment of its interests, or of 
the interests of the people. See sec. 8 of this article, and sec. 13, art. 
XV of present constitution, as to rsstrictions upon all corporations in 
llic matter of holding real estate. 
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panies having any of the powers or privileges of corporations 
Eot possessed by individnaU or ptirtEcrships.* 

Note.— Sections 8 and 16 of present article XV, relative to amecd- 
ments of charters of esisting corpoTationa, are omitted, as ail Buch 
amendments are prohibited by section one ot this amended article. 
Section nine, wliich provides that " (he property of no person shall he 
ta,lien by any corporation for public use, wilhout compensation being 
first made or secured in such manner as may be prescribed by law," is 
omitted, the ground being covered by see. S3 of arficle II and sec. 5 of 
Mticle XVII of the revision. 

Sections 13 and li of article XV of the present constitution, relating 
to cities and villages, nro embraced in sections 14 and 16 of amended 
arlicle X, and section 15, relating to the (ailing of private property for 
public improvements in cities and villages, is represented in section 5 of 
amended arlicle XVII, and section 22 of amended arfieie II. 

ARTICLE XII. 

IJIPEACHMENTS AND KEMOVALS IFROM OFFICE. 

Section 1. The bouse of rfpresentativea shall haye tlieArt 
sole power of impeaching civil officers for corrupt conduct in '■ 
oEBee, or for ei'imea and misdemennora ; hut a majority of the 
members elected shall be necessary to direct an impeachment. 

Sec. 2. Every impeachment shall be tried by the senate. 
When the governor or lieutenant governor [is] shall he triecf. Art 
the chief justice of the supreme court shall preside. When an^' 
impeachment is directed, the memiers of the senate shall 
take an oath or affirmation truly and impartially to try and 
determine the same according to the evidence. No person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirda of the 
members elected. Judgment in case of impeachment shall 
not extend further than removal from office : but the party 
accused, whether acquitted or convicted, s!)all be liable to 
trial and punishment according to law. 

Sec. 3. When an impeachment is directed, the house ofArf 
representatives shall [elect] appoint from tlieir own body,"- 
I three members] a committee whose dSty it shall be to pros- 
ecute such impeachment. An impeachment may be tried 
after the final adjonrnmsnt of the legislature.f 

Sec. 4. No [judicial] officer shall exercise his office after an An 
impeachment is directed, until ho be acquitted, iut such disa-*' 

* The last clause of (his section, which provides that " all corpora- 
tions siiajl Lave the right to sue and be subject to be sued in. all courts, 
in like cases as natural persons," is omitted as superfinous. 

t The last clause of the corresponding section says that " no impeach- 
ment shall be tried until after the final adjournment of the legislature, 
when the senate shall proceed to try the same." 
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iilitff shall not continue longer than three months, unless the 
trial of such impeachment shall have been commenced and pro- 
ceeded with. * 

■c. Sec, 5, For a reasonable cause, which shallnotbeasuiBcieiit 
ground for the impeachment of a judge, the governor shall 
remove him on a concurrent resolution of two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house of the legislature, aftei the 
party accused shall have had an opportunity to ie heard in 
his defense ; but the cause for which such removal is required 
shall be stated at length in such resolution. 

;. Sec. 6. County, township, city, village or school district 
ofQccrs, may be removed in such manner and for such cause as 
may be provided by law. 

f- Sbc. 7. The governor ehall have power, and it shal! he his 
duty, except at such times as the legislature may be in session, 
to examine into the condition and administration of any public 
offiee and the acts of auy public of&cer, elective or appointed, 
to [remove] sttspend from of&ce for gross neglect of duty or for 
corrupt conduct in office, or any other misfeasance or malfea- 
sance therein, either of the following State officers, to wit : 
The attorney genera!, state treasurer, commissioner of tho 
state land office, secretary of state, auditor general, super- 
intendent of public iostrucfcion, or members of the state 
board of education, or any other officer of the State, except 
legislative and judicial, and to appoint a successor for the 
remainder of [their respective] the unexpired term of office, 
and report the cause of such i-emoval to the legislature at its 
next session. 

Sec. 8. Whenever, during a recess of the legislature, it shall, 
in the opinion of the governor, become necessary to direct an 
impeachment of any civil o^cer, he may, by proclamation, con- 
vene the house of representatives for that purpose ; and if the 
house, when so convened, shall direct an impeachment, he shall 
in lii:e manner immediately convene the senate to try such 
impeachment ; and whenever, m the opinion of the president 
of the senate and speaker of the house of representatives, it 
shall, during a recess of the legislature, become necessary t» 
direct an impeachment of the governor, they may, by their joint 
proclamation, convene the house for that purpose ; and if tkt 

*The corresponding aectioE of the present constitalion refers only to 
judicial ofBcers. By llie omiasioa of the word ".judicial," it is made 
applicable to all officers. The italicised portion of the section is added 
to guard against the contingency of a partisan majority in the legiala- 
ture virtually removing an ofBcer by directing an impeachment aadneg- 
lecting to try it. 
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Aowse direct such impeachment, tlte said president and speaker 
shall, in like manner, immediately convene the senate to try 
such impeachment." 

Sec. 9. The governor may make a. provisional appointment Art. is, »i 
to fill a vacancy occasioned by the snspeasion of an officer, iy^' 
impeachment cr otherwise, until he shall bo acquitted, ov until 
the election or appointment and qualification of a successor. 

ABTIOLE XIII. 

SDUCATION. 

SECTiOiT 1, Tbe superintendent of ptiljlic instruetion shall Ar'- '*. s' 
have the general supervision of public instruction, and his 
duties shall be preecrtbed by law; and he shall bo a member, 
ex-officio, of the boards of all State educational institutions, 
including the reform school. 

Sec. 3. The i-egents of the university and their snccessoraArt.is,** 
in office shall continue to constitnte a body corporate by tbe^^'""" 
name and title of '"The Board of Regents of the University of 
Michigan.'' Said board shall consist of the two ex-officio mem- 
bers provided for in this article, f and eight elective members. 
The terms of office of the elective members shall be eight 
years, and two of sach members shall be elected every second 
year at the time of the annua! township election, so as to suc- 
ceed the regents now in office as their several terms expire. 
Said board of regents shall, as often as necessary, elect a 
president of the university, who shall be its chief executive 
officer, and, ex-officio, a member and president of said board, 
with the privilege of speating, but not of voting. The 
supervision and control of the university shall be vested in 
the board of regents, and said board shall Iiaee the direction 
and control of all expenditures from the nniversily funds; bjii 
all moneys appropriated by the legislature to the university 
upon condition, shall, if accepted, be applied as provided in the 
condilion accompanying the appropriation. X 

•Thia new section is regarded as important (o meet contingencies 
that may avise. 
tThe preaidont of the nniversity and Ihe Biiperintendeiit of public 



t This sectian embraces Uie subject matter of sections 6, 7, and 8, of 
article XIU of the present constitution. The oaly material changes 
are, the recogaitioti of the superintendent of public instruction as a 
member ex-offido of the board of regents, and the clause relating to the 
government of the nniversitT. The correspond injt provision uf the 
present constitution on this aulgect, (sec. 8, article illl), is as follows : 

HcsteafyGoOgle 
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Sec. 3. The state norma! school ehall continue under the 
ecipervision of the state boari.1 of odacatiou, whicti shall con- 
sist of thu supsrinteudeut of public instruction, ex-officio, and 
three elective, members. The terms of oiKee of said elective 
members shall be six years, and one of said members shall be 
elected every second year, at tbe time of the election of gov- 
ernor, and shall enter npon the duties of his office on the first 
•Say of Jiiniiary succeeding his election. Said board shall per- 
form snch other duties as shall be prescribed by law. * 

Sec. 4. 17ie duties of the boards of the state public school, 
the agricultural college and the reform school, shall continue as 
now, or as shall ie prescribed iy taw. 

Sec. S. Any vacancy tJtat shall occur in any of the hoards 
mentioned tn ilns article s/iall be filled by appointment of the 
Governor, f 

e. Sec. 6. The kg uUtuiL '<bill provide a system of primary 
schools, by whicli a aclioul sh lU be maintained in each school 
district in the Stite liee of chaige for tuition, at least three 
months in the jcir Ihe mstiuction shall, in ail eases, be 
conducted in the English language. | 

•. Sec. 7. A school hball hu maintained in each sahool district 
at least thiee months m tath year. Any school district neg- 
lecting to mimtain such cLbool shall be deprived for the 
ensuing yeai of its proportion of the income of the primary 
school fund, and of all lands aiising from general taxes for 
the support of sehools.|| 

;. Sec, S. The proceeds from the sale of all lauds that have 
been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to the 
State for educational purposes, and the proceeds of all lands 
or other property given by individuals or appropriated by the 

" The board of regents shall liave tlie general auperviaion of the univer- 
sity, aod the direction and control oC all espeaditures from the univer- 
fity interest fund." Tlie change is intended" to remove an ambiguity in 
the present constitution on tbe subject. 

* This section is generally clianged in phraseology. The word "gen- 
eral," as a qualifying term before the word "supervision," in the last 
clause of the ezistmg section, is omitted from the first clause of the 
amended section. 

I This and tbe preceding section are new. The power of appointment 
conferred by section five exists at present as to regents only, by section 
Bis, article SIH, of the present constitution, 

% Changed in phraseology only. 

j The insertion of tbe word " general, " as italicised in tfiis section, is 
an hnportant change. It relieves from the penalty of forfeiture for 
default in Uie maintenance of schools, all funds raised'by defaulting dis- 
tricts for special purposes. By the section as it stands io the present 
-=— -'-n all such funds ivould ho forfeited. 
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State for like purposes, shall be and remain a perpetual fund, 
the interest and income of wbich, together with the rents of 
all such lands as may remain unsold, shall be inviolably appro- 
priated and anuually applied to the specific objects of the 
original gift, grant or appropriation. 

Sec. 9. All lands which haye heretofore escheated, or which am. is, « 
shall hereafter escheat to the State, shall inure to the benefit 
of the primary school fond, and he held and disposed of as 
primary school lands.* 

Sec. 10. The legislature shall provide for the establishment Art. is, h 
and maintenance of [at least one] a library in each township, ' 
and of at least one in each city. And all moneys belonging to 
the public derived from fines, penalties, forfeitures or recog- 
nizances, imposed or taten in the several eounties, dies or 
townships for any breach of the penal laws of the State, shall 
be apportioned in the same manaer as is the income of the 
primary school fund, and paid over to the several cities and 
townships of the county in which sncli money accrued, for 
the support of such libraries. | 

Sec. 11. Institutions for the benefit of those inhabitants Art. is, m 
who are deaf, dumb, blind or insane, shall always be fostered'"* 
and supported. 

HoTE. — Section ]1 of tlic present article, relating to tlie eccouiage- 
ment of iiiti-lkctual. scientific and agricultural improvement, io tlie 
establishment of an agricultural school, to the disposition of salt spring 
lands, etc., is omitted as obsolete. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

FIKAKCB AND TAXATION. 

Section 1. The Legislature [may] shall provide for the col- Art. 14, » 
ketion of specific taxes from baoliing, railroad and plank-road'"- 
oorporations, ««(? may, in its discretion, impose specific taxes 
«pow other corporations, and upon any property or business 
within this state; but when a specific tax is imposed npon a 



3 amended, all lands escheating ti 

f The first clause of this section provides for libraries in cities as well 
as townships, and the verbal clianges are shown by italics and hrackets. 



The tialance of the s 



" fines," simply, it covers " fines, penalties, forfeitures 

The present sec''"" '~ ^ n— .._j;_u. 

ihips," while tl 



is changed i 



ly fines collected ii 

• — embraces "counties, mWm and town- 
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corporation it shall only apply to such property of the corpora- 
tion as shall be necessary for the exercise of its corporate fran- 
clmes.* 

<c. Sec. 2. All specific State tases received from corporations, 
except mining companies of the upper peninsula, shall be 
applied in paying the interest upon the primary scbool, uni- 
versity and other educational funds, and the interest and 
principal of the State debt, in the order hereiu recited, until 
the extingnishment of the State debt other than the amounts 
due to educational funds, when such specific tases shall be 
added to and constitute a part of the primary school interest 
fund. 

e. Sec. 'A. The legislature shalJ provide for an annual tax, suf- 
ficient, with other resources, to pay the estimated espeuses of 
the Staf-e government, the interest of the State debt, and such 
deficiency as may occur in the resources, f 

ic. Sec. 4. Every laio hereafter enacted by the legislature, cre- 
ating a debtor authorizing a loan, shall provide a sinking fund 
for the payment of the same. 

-e. Sec. 5. The unfanded debt ehail not be funded or redeemed 
at a value exceeding that established by law in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 

V. Sbc. 6. Tile State may contract debts to meet deScits in rev- 
enue. Such debts shall not in the aggregate at any time 
exceed fifty thousand doUarj^. The moneys so raised shall be 
applied to the purposes for which they were obtained, or to the 
payment of the debts so contracted. 

!c. Sec. 7- The State may contract debts to I'epel invasion, sup- 
press insurrection, defend tlie State, or aid the United States 
in time of war. The money arising from the contracting of 
such debts shall be applied to the purposes for which it was 
raised, or to pay sach debts. 

te. Sec. 8. No money shall be paid out of the State treasury, 
except in pursuance of appropriations made by law. The 
legislature shall provide by law for barring all claims against 
the State, unless presented within a time io be therein fixed. X 

* The substance of the first part of this section is found In sec. 10 of 
article XIV of ihe present conslitation. Tbe Italicised portion is new. 
The last clause is important, as it secures for llie purposes of local tas- 
ation all property of corporations not necMsary for corporate use, ai 
lands heltl by railroads, etc. 

fThis and the preceding section constitute scclion one of article XIV 
of the present coDstitution, and are unchanged except by the addition 
of the words in italics in seclioQ two. 

t This clause is added to bar the presentation of claims after a laps* 
of years, when the circumstances attending such claims have passed out 
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Sec. 9. The State shall not aid, by gift, or pledge of itska.\i 
credit, any person or corporation, nor shall it subscribe to or^"'^' 
become interested in tke stock of any corporation, nor assume 
any indebtedness of a municipal or other corporation. Ihn 
provisions of this section shall not apply to educational, char- 
itable, reformatory or penal institutions which are or may he 
under the care and control of the State .* 

Seo. 10. No scrip, certificate or other evidence of StateAri.ii 
indebtedness shiill be issued, except for the redemption of^' 
stock previously issued, or for such debts as arc expressly 
authoriKfd by this constitntioD. 

Seo. 11. The State sliaU not be a party to or be interested ^ri :4 
in any work of internal improvement, except the ship canal ' 
at the Seeult Ste. Marie, nor engage in carrying on any such 
work, otherwise than in the expenditure of grants to the State 
of land or other property. 

Sec. 13. The legislature shall provide a uniform rule of Art w 
taxation, except on property, business and corporations pay-^'" 
ing specific taxes. Taxes shall be levied on all property except 
such as is or may be exempted ly law. \ 

Sec. 13. All assessments hereafter authorized shall be on Art. u 
property at its cash value. ^^• 

Sec. 14. The legislatiire shall provide for an equalization ftrt.i4 
by a State board in the year one thousand eight hundred and ^*' 
flfty-one, and every fifth year thereafter, of assessments on all 
taxable property except that paying specific taxes. 

Sec. 15. Every law which imposes, continues or revives aArtu 
tax, shall distinctly state the tax, and the object to which it'*' 
is to be applied ; and it shall not be sufficient to refer to any 
other law to fix such tax or object. 

Note. — The Grst part of section two, article XIV of the present con- 
Blitution, is omitted from tbe revised article It is as follows : " The 
legislature shall provide by law a tinkiog fund of at least twenty thoa- 
Band dollars a year, to commence in eighteen hundred an.d fltty-two, 
with compound inlerest at the rate of sis per cent per annum, and an 
annual increase of at least five per cent to be applied solely to the pay- 
ment and extinguishment of the principal of the btaie debt, other than 
the amoutus due to educational funds, and sbill be continued until the 
extinguishment thereof." This clause was regarded as nnnecessary, 
seclion four of this amended article making all the provision necessary 
on the subject, 

of recoUectioa, and evidenLt, Ihit would disprove their validity has 



more specific and compreher 

fThe corresponding clause says, " tases shall be It 
eny as shall be prescribed by law." 
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AETICLE XV * 

EXEMPTIONS. 

I. Section 1. The persona! property of every reaideiifc of this 
State, to consist of such property only as shall be designated 
by law, shall be exempted to the amount of not less than 6ve 
hundred dollars, from sale ort execution or other final process 
of any court, issued for the collection of any debt contracted 
after the adoption of this constitution. 

!- Sec. 2. Every homestead of not exceeding forty acres of 
land, and the dwelling-house thereon, and the appurtenances 
to be selected by the owner thereof, and not included in any 
town plat, city or village, or instead thereof, at the option of 
the owner, any lot in any city or village or recorded town 
plat, or such parts of lots as shall be equal thereto, and the 
dwelling house thereon and its appurtenances, owned and 
occupied by any resident of the State, not exceeding in value 
[fifteen hundred] two thousand dollars, shall be exempt from 
forced sale on execution or any other final process from & 
court, for any debt contracted after the adoption of this con- 
stitution. Such exemption shall not extend to auy mortgage 
thereon lawfully obtained, but [such] any mortgage not 
given for purchase money, and any [or] other alienation of 
such land by the owner thereof, if a married man, shalt not be 
valid without the signature of the wife to the same. 

^s. Sec. 3. If the owner of a homestead die, leaving a widow, 
child, or children, such homestead shall be exempt from the 
payment of his debts so long as the widow shall be without 
other homestead of her own, and during the minority of said 
child or children. f 

c. Sec. 4. The real and personal estate of every ' 
acquired before marriage, and all property, real andp 
to which she may afterwards become eutitled, [by gift, grant, 
inheritance or devise] shall be and remain the estate and 
property of such woman, and shall not be liable for the debts, 
obligations or engagements of her husband, and may be held, 
controlled and disposed of by her in the same manner and 
with like effect as if she were unmarried. And the hitsland 
of any married woman shall not ie liable for or on account of 

*Thi3 article stands aa article XVI of the preseot constitution, and 
is made article XV of the revision. Tlie most important cliange is in 
section two, raising ttie amount of tlie homestead exemption to twp 
thousand dollars, 

f This section covers the ground of sections three and four of tlie 
present article, and is charged in arrangement and ptiaseology only. 
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any deM or oUigation of his wife contracted lefore her mar- 
riage, or contracted iy her in relation to her sole property after 
marriage. * 

ARTICLE XVI.t 



Sectioh 1. The militia shall be composed of all able-bodied 
male citizens between the ages of eighteeoand forty-five years, 
except such aa are exempted by tlie lawa of the United States 
or of this State ; bat all such citizens of any religions denom- 
ination whatever, who from scruples of conscience may be 
averse to beaming arms, shall be excused therefrom upon such 
conditions as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide by law for organizing, 
equipping and disciplining the militia, in such manner as it 
shall deem expedient, not incompatible with the laws of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. Officers of the militia shall be elected or appointed, 
and be commissioned in such manner as may be provided by 
law. 

ARTICLE XVII-t 

MISCELLANEOUS PllOTISIOKS. 

Section 1. Members of the legislature, and all officers, Art. ii,i. 
executive and judicial, [except snch officers as may be by law*' 
exempted] shall, before they enter on the duties of their respect- 
ive offices, take and subscribe the following oath or affirma- 
tion: "I do solemnly swear {or affirm) that I will support 
the constitntion of the United States, and the constitution of 
this State, and that I will I'aithfully discharge the duties of 
the office of , according to the best of my ability."|| 

*In this section (he word "woman" ia substituted for " female," oa 
used in the corresponding section, and there are other verbal changes, 
all material ones being indicated in the usuai way. The last senlenoe is 
new, and is a rational corollary of the preceding provisions, which hare 
hecome the fixed law of the State, both hy constitution and statute. 

f This article stands as article SVII of the present constitution. The 
text is unchanged. 

t Article XVIII of present constitution. 

IThe following sentence contaiued in the corresponding section of 
ihe present consiitalton is omitied from ihe amended section above ; 
"And no other oath, declaration or teat, shall be required as a qualifi- 
cation for any ofHce or public trust." 
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Art. la. BE!. Sec, 3, Judicial and legislative proceediugs sball be con- 
* ducted, and the liiws and public records promalgated and pre- 

served, in the English language. 

Sec. 3. Public officers, receiving or having charge of public 
moneys, are prohibited from using or employing the same in 
any manner for their private use or benefit, and whenever such 
moneys are deposited with any person or corporation, iJie 
interest thereoii shall he paid to the fund to which such moneys 
belong. 
Art.]B,eM Sec. 4. The Icgiakture may authorize the taking of private 
" property for the opening of private roads, for use in the 

improvement of navigable streams, and for jloivage when the 
public interests demand it." 
Art.iB,BMa. Sec. 5, BefoTB any private property sliall be talcen without 
\"\l^sK^ ^/(e consent of the mvner, for public use (except for public 
1*- highways not within any city or village), or for any purpose 

named in the last above section, the necessity for taking such 
property, and the compensation to be paid therefor shall be 
determined by a jury of freeholders of the vicinity, or by not 
less than three commissioners, freeholders as aforesaid, 
appointed by a court of record, as may be provided by law, 
and such compensation shall be paid or tendered in such man- 
ner as shall be prescribed by law.\ 
Art.]8,B«. Sec. 6. The right of the public or of any individual to the 
*• free use of any navigable stream for any purpose for which 

such stream is capable of use, without improvement, shall not 
be abridged or obstructed by or under color of any authority 
which may be given by law to any individual or corporation 
to improve such stream and cltarge toll for the use thereof. 
Art. 18, see. Sec. 7. No navigable stream in this State shall be either 
*" bridged or dammed without antiiority from the board of super- 

visora of the proper county, under the provisions of law. No 
SHCh law shall prejudice the right of individuals to the free 
navigation of such streams, or preclude the State from the 
further improvement of the navigation of such streams, 

*It is claimed that tlie legislature lias power already over Iho new 
matter of this section relative to slreamB aud flowage. It" so, it may 
operate nevertheless as a liraitatiou on its ppwer, as well as selUe the 
power to the extent given. 

tSee also seotion 33 of revised arlicle II, and note to revised article 
Property condemned for use by certain corporations is, by the 
construction of courts, regarded as taken for public use. The section to 
which this note rrfers is italicised as new matter tor tiie purpose of 
directing attention to it, and a careful comparison of it witli other sec- 
tions to which reference is made, and especially with section 3 of article 
XVIII of the present constitntion, will i^ive a clearer understanding of 
it. The clause in parenthesis stands in lieu of the last clause ot the last 
named section, which wap adopted as an amendment in 18130. 
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Sbo, S. An accnmto statement of the receipts aud expendi-ii 
tures of the public moneys shall be attached to and published 
with the laws, at every regular sesaiou of the legislature. 

Sec. 9. No mechanical trade shall hereafter ba taught to *" 
convicts in the state prison of tliis State, except the manufac- 
ture of those articles of which the chief supply for home con- 
sumption is imported from other states or countries. 

Sec. 10. Any woman above Ike age of twenty-one years, who- 
shall he a resident of this State, and of the proper townsMpt 
city or ward, and who is a citizen of the United States, shall 
ie eligible to the o^ce of register of deeds, notary public, 
o;§ices connected with schools and lilraries, and to such other 
offices as may be designated by lata. * 

Sec. n . No lease or grant hereafter of agricultural land for *■' 
a longer period than twelve years, reserving any lent oi Beivice 
of any kind, shall be valid. 

Note. — Section IB of article SVIIl of llie present constitution pro- 
liibiling a general revision of tbe laws is omitted from the revised 
article, in tlie belief that le^ialatures ought to be free to determine 
whether & revision or compilation of tht hws is the more desirable 
Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, IS, and the first clause of =ection 14 are traaa 
fcrred fo Ihe Bill of Rights, aa being their mort ippropriafe place 

ARTICLE Will 

AMENDMEST AXD REVISION OP THE COSSTITOTION. 

SECTioir 1. Any amendment or amendments to this const!-. Aj 
iution may be proposed in the senate or house of representit- '■ 
tives. If the same be agreed to by two-thirds of the members 
elected to each honse, such amendment or amendments shall 
be entered on their journals respectively, with the yeas and 
nays taken thereon, and the same shall be submitted to the 
electors at [the nest general election thereafter] such time a^ 
the legislature shall prescribe. And if a majority of the elect- 
ors, qualified to vote for members of the legislature, voting 
[thereon] on the amendment or amendments proposed, shall 
ratify and approve sach amendment or amendments, the same^t 
shall become a part of the constitation_, and take effect at the ^■ 
commencement of the year following its adoption, 

Sec. 3. At any time after the Jiret datt of January, oiie thou- m 
sand eight hundred and eighty-jive, the legislature may provide^- 
for a convention, to be chosen bti the qualified electors of the 

'This is a new section, and was believed by a. majority of the com- 
mission to be in accordance with the advanced public sentiment re^rd- 
ing [he competency oC women for public pOBilioiis, 
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Siaie, or for a commission to b& appointed iy the governor hy 
and with the advice and consent of the senate, to revise or 
amend this constitution. Such revised or amended constitu- 
tion shall ie submitted to the electors qualified to vote for 
members of the legislature, at such time and in such mamier 
as said convention or commission may provide. If a majority 
of the electors voting on such revised or amended constitution 
shall decide in favor thereof, the same shall lake effect at the 
commencement of the year following its adoption.* 

SCHEDULE, t 

That no inconvenience may arise from the cliaugea in the 
constitution of tliis State, and in order to carry the same 
into operation, it is hereby declared : 

Sectios 1. The common law, and the statnte laws now in 
force, not repugnant to this constitution, shall remain, in 
force until they expire by their own limitation, or are altered 
or repealed by the legislature. 

"JEU. a. All writs, aotiona, causes of action, proseentions 



corporate, and of the 
ion, shall continue; and 
oh shall have been found 



and rights of individuals and of bod' 
State, and all charters of incorporati 
all indictments and informations wh' 
or filed, or which may hereafter be found or filed, for any 
crime or offense committed before the adoption of this con- 
stitution, may be proceeded upon as if no change had taken 
place. The several courts, except as herein otherwise provided, 
shall coutiuue with the like powers and jurisdiction, both at 
law and in equity, as if this constitntioii had not been 
adopted, and until tlie organization of the judicial department 
nnder this constitution. 

*Th8 corresponding section o£ the present constitution (seci 3, art. 
XX, is as follows ; " At tbe general election to be held in the year one 
thousand eicht hundred and sistj-sis, and in each sisteeutb year there- 
rafter, and also at such other times aa the legislature may by law provide, 
the quesUon of the general revision of the constitution shall be submit- 
ted to the electors qualified to vote for members of the legislature; and 
in case a majority of the electors so qualified voting at such election, 
shall decide in favor of a convention for such purpose, the legislature, 
at the nest session, shall provide by law for the election of such dele- 
gates to such convention. All tbe amendments shall take effect at thB 
commencement of tbe year after their adoption." 

fSections one, two, three, four, ais, thirteen and fifteen, of the 
sctiedule of the present constitution, are reproduced with some verbal 
changes, aa the seven sections of the schedule to the amended constitu- 
tion. Tho reraainins sections are omitted aa inapplicable. The tima 
and manner of submitting the amended constitution to the people sra 
left to be fixed by the legislature. 
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Sec. 3. All fines, penalties, forfeitures and escheats accru- 
ing to the SUte nnder the present constitution and laws, 
sball accrue to the use of the State under this constitution. 

Sec. i. All recognizances, bonds, obligations, and all other 
instruments entered into or executed before the adoption of 
this constitution, to the people of [the State of Michigan] tJm 
State, or to any [State] county or township, or to- any public 
ofBcer or public body, or which may he entered into or 
executed under existing laws, to the people of [the State of 
Michigan] this State or to any such officer or public body, 
before the complete organization of the departments of gov- 
ernment under this constitution, shall femain binding anl 
valid, and rights and liabilities npon the same shall continue, 
and may be prosecuted as provided by law. And all crimes 
and misdemeanors and penal actions shall be prosecuted, 
tried and punished as though no change had taken plaoe, 
until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 5. All otficers, civil and military, now holding any 
office or appointment, shall continue to hold their respective 
ofBces, unless removed by competent authority, until super- 
seded under the laws now in force, or under this coQStitution, 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the legislature, at its first 
session after the adoption of this constitution, to adapt the 
present laws fo the provisions of this constitution [so far as 
may be]. 

Sec. 7. Any territory attached, or that may he attached to 
any county for Judicial purposes, if not otherwise represented, 
shall be considered as forming a part of such county, so far as 
regards elections for the purpose of representation. 

TAXATION OF THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC* 

At the election when this amended constitution shall bo 
submitted to the electors of this State for adoption or rejec- 
tion, there shall he submitted to such electors the following 
proposition, to be added, in case of its adoption, to section 47 
of article IV in the present constitution of this State, as it 
now stands, and to section 36 of article IV in said amended 
constitution, if the litter is adopted viz.: 

* It wag felt by the rommH''ioii that tLero was a general demand for 
some proposition relative lo the traffic m ardent spirits, upon which a 
popular expression might 1 g had While there was much ditference 
of opinion with the commission as to the form in wliich such proposi- 
tion should b submitted the one here proposed was agreed upon as 
moat likely lo receive ihe careful and earnest attention ot the people of 
tbe State interested ia the subject. 
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An annual tax of two hundred dollars u imposed upon the 
traffic in intoxicating liquors, to be paid iy every person w 
firm who shall carry on or he engaged in the husiness of selling 
or disposing of such liquors otherwise than for medicinal, 
chemical and mechanical purposes, for each place where 
such iusiiiess is carried on by such person or firm. Said 
tax shall he paid into the treasury of the proper township, 
city or village, and be applied hy the proper authorities to 
the support of the poor therein, so far as may be necessary, 
and the residue appropriated as the legislature shall provide. 
The sale or other disposition of such liquors to minors, per- 
sons under guardianship, insane and idiotic persons, paupers 
and common drunJcards, is wholly prohibited. Every person 
who shall carry on or engage in t!ie business or traffic taxed 
as aforesaid in this section, without having first paid the tax 
imposed, or otherwise violate any provision of this section, 
shaU be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction, be pun~ 
ished by fine or imprisonment, or both, as may be prescribed 
by laiv, and every sale until the tax is paid shall subject the 
parly to such penally j and all necessary laws shall be passed 
to enforce the provisions of this section. The legislature may 
further regulate and restrict the sale and other disposition of 
intoxicating liquors; and may increase the annual tax upon 
said traffic in any locality. 

Said proposition shall be separately submitteil to the elect- 
ors of this State for their adoption or rejection, in form fol- 
lowing, to ivit: A separate ballot may be giren by every 
person having the tight to vote, to be deposited in a separate 
box. Upon the ballots given for said proposition, shall be 
■written, printed, or, partly written or partly printed, the words, 
"Eestriction and tasation of the liquor traffic — Yes;" and 
npon the ballots given against the adoption thereof, in like 
manner, the words, "Eestriction and taxation of the liquor 
traffic — No." 

If at said election a majority of the votes given upon said 
proposition shall contain the words "Restriction and taxation 
of the liqnor traffic — Yes," then said proposition shall be 
added to eection 47 in article IV of the present constitution, 
and to section 36 in article IV of said amended constitution, 
if the latter is adopted. 
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PRESENT CONSTITUTION 

OF MICHIBAN. 



tSoDE that wo onclianged°are omitted, bat , ^ ,. 

tlon In whicli they are placed in tho amended coDEtitutJon.J 

The People of the Sliilc of Jlicliigan do ordain this Coiistitutioo, 

ARTICLE I. 



ARTICLE 11. 



ARTICLE III- 



AETICLE IV. 



Sbction 1. Tin; iegislative power .ia vested ia a senate antl lionae of ^^ 4 „ 
representatives. 1. 

SBC. 3. Tlie senate shall consist of thirty-two members. Sena(or9 . . . 
shall he elected for two years, and by single districts. Such districts 2_ 
shall be numbered from one to thirty-two inclusive ; each of which shall 
choose one senator, No county shall be divided iai the formation of 
senate districts, except such county shall be equitably entitled to two or 
more senators. 

Hoc. 3. The house of representatives sliall consist of not less than .. . 
sixty-four, nor more than one hundred mcmhers. Uepresentntives shall g. 
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be chosen for two years and by single districts Each representative 
district shall contain, as nearly as may be an equal number of inhab- 
ilants, exclusive of per=ons of Indian de^ctnt who are not civilized, or 
aremembersof any tribe and ehall consist of convenient and contisuoua 
territory. [But no towE^bip or city sbillbe divided in the formation ot 
a representative district, when any township or city shall contain a 
populalion which entitles it to more than one representative, then such 
township or city shall elect by general ticket the number of represent- 
atives to which it is entitled. Each county hereafter organized, with 
such territory as may be attached thereto, shall be entitled to a separate 
representative when it has attained a popnlation equal to a moiety of 
the ratio of representation.]* In everc county entitled to more than 
one representative, the board of sapervisors shall assemble at such time 
and place as the legislature shall prescribe, and divide the same into 
representative districla, equal to the number of representatives to which 
such county is entitled by law, and shall cause to be filed in the office of 
the secretary of state and clerk of such county, a description of sncb 
representative districts, Bpecifying the number of each district, and the 
population thereof, according to the last preceding enumeration. 

6ec. 4. The legislature shall provide by law foran enumeration of the 

inhabitants in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and every ten 

years thereafter; and at the first session after each enumerationsomade, 

and also at the first session after each enumeration by the authority of 

U ra te 't8 

rti m tn 



N m s [ M 

state,] or any county office, except notaries public, ofhcers of themililia, 
and officers elected by townships, shall be eligible to or have a seat in 
either house of the legislature, and all votes given for any such person 
shall be void. 

Sec. 7. Senators and representatives shall in all cases, except treason, 
felony, or breach of the. peace, he privileged from arrest. They shall 
not be subject to any civil process daring the session of the legislature, 
or for fifteen days next before the commencement andafter the termina- 
tion of each session ; they shall not be questioned in any other place for 
a,ny speech in either house. 
Sec. 8. [Unchanged. See corresponding section of amended article.) 
Sec. y. Each house shall choose its own officers, determine the rules 
of its proceedings, and judge of the qualifications, elections and returns 
of its mcmtiers, and may, with the concurrence of two-thirds of all the 
members elected, espel a member. No member shall be expelled a 
second time for the same cause; nor tor any cause known to his con- 
stituents antecedent to his election ; the reason for such expulsion shall 
be entered upon the journal, with the names of the members voting on 
the question. 



■ The words in bracket 


a aro omitted from Ihe 


nmeDded see 


iuia liive beiin doslgDS 


tod Dy italics. 


le!e IV has 
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Sec. 10. [The only cbange in this section is tlie sulislitulion of tlie 
word "taken" for the woma "entered on the journal at," in the sec- 
ond dause. See corresponding section of amended article IV.l 

Beg, 11. [Unchanged — see corresponding section of amended article.] 

Sec. 13. nJnchinged — see corresponding section] 

Sec. 13. Bills may originate in either bouse of the legislature. {*„''*■ ^ •"■ 

8bc. 14. Every bill and concurrent resolution, escept of adjournment, apt. 4_je5 
paeaed by the legislature, shall he presented to the governor before it u. ' 
becomes a, law. If he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall 
return it with his objections to the bouse in which it originated, which 
shall enter the objections at large upon their journal, ana reconsider it. 
On snch reconsideration, if two thirds of the members elected agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent with the objections to the other honse, by 
which it shall be reconsidered. If approved by two-thirds of the mem- 
bers elected to that honse, it shall becoino a law. In such case the vote 
of both houses shall be dttermined by yeas and nays ; and the names of 
the members voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the jour- 
nals of each house respectively. If any biH be not returned by the 
governor within ten days, Sunaays excepted, after it has been presented 
to him, the same shall become a, law in like manner'as if he had signed 
it, unless tie legislature, by their adjournment, prevent its return ; in 
which case it shall not become a law. The governor may approve, sign 
and file in the office of the secretary of state, within five days after the 
adjournment of the legislature, any act passed during the laat Ave days 
of the session; and the same shall become a law. 

Bkc, 16. The compensation of members of the legislature shaJl be Art. 4, am. 
three dollars a day for actual attendance, and when absent on accoont iS- 
of sickness, [But the legislature may allow extra compensation to 
memhprs from the territory of the upper peninsula, not exceeding two 
dollars per day during the session. When convened in estra session, 
their compensation shall be three dollars a day for the first twenty daj^, 
and nothing thereafter;]* and they shall legislate on no other subject 
than those expressly staled in the governor's proclamation , or submitted 
to them by special message. They shall be entitled to ten cents, and no 
more, for every mile actually traveled going to and returning from the 
place of meeting, on the usually traveled route; and for stationery and 
newspapers not esoeeding five dollars for each member during any 
session. Each member shall be entitled to one copy of the laws, jour- 
nals and documents of the legislature of which he was a member ; but 
shall not receive, at the expense of the State, books, newspapers, or 
other perquisites of office not expressly authorized by this constitution. 

Beg. 10. The legislature may provide by law for the payment of post- g^e noie te 
age on all mailable matter received by its members and officers dtiring art. 4, p. ii. 
the sessions of the legislature, but not on any sent or mailed by them, 
8ec. 17. [Unchanged — stands as section 1« of amended article-J 
[Section 18 Blan& as section 17 of the amended article, and is 
unchanged except as shown by italics and brackets.] 

Sec. 19. Every bill and joint resolution shall be read three times in Art.4. b«. 
each house before the final passage thereof. No bill or joint resolution is. 
shall become a law without the concurrence of the m^ority of all the 
members elected to each house. On the final passage of all bills the 
vote shall be by ayes and nays, and entered on the journal. 

Sec. 30. No law shall embrace more than one object, which shall be Art. 4. see. 
expressed in its title. No public act shall take effect or be in force until 19. 
the expiration of ninety dwys from the end of the session at which the 

• TheelansB in brackets Is omiltei from the omcndca article. Tlic succeeding 
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same is passed, unless the legislature sbail otUerwise direct, by a two- 
tliirda vote of the members elected to each bouse. 

Sec. 21. [Unchanged — same as sec. 30 of amended article.] 

[Section 23 stands as section 31 ot the amended article, and 1e 
uncbansed except by the addition of the words in italics.] 

Sec. 33. The legiBlatnre shall not authorize, by private or special law, 
the sale or conveyance of any real estate belonging to any person ; nor 
vacate nor alter any road laid out by commissioners of highways, or 
any street in any city or village, or in any recorded town plat. 

Sec. 24. [Unchanged— same as corresponding section of amended 
article.] 

Sbc. 35. No law shall be revised, altered or amended, by reference to 
its tide only ; but the act revised, and the section or sections of the act 
altered or amended, shall be re-enacted and published at length. 

Sec. 2G. Divorces shall not be granted by the legislature. 

Sec. 37, [Unchanged— same as sec. KS of amended article.] 

Sbc, 38. No new bill shall be introduced into either house of the legis- 
lature after the first fifty days of the session shall have espirecl, 
:. Shc. 29, In case of a contested election, the person only shall receive 
from the stale per diem compensation and mileage, who is declared to 
be entitled to a scat bv the house in which the contest takes place. 

[Sections 30, 31 and 33 are unchanged, and stand as sections 25, 3C 
and 38 of amended article IV,] 

[Sections 33 and 34 stand as sections 37 and 29 of amended article IV, 
and are unchanged esccpt in naming the ycai's, as shown by those 
sections.] 

Sec 8o, The legislature shall not establish a stale paper. [Every 
f^ newspaper in the state which shall publish all tJie general laws of any 
session within forty days of their passage, shall be entitled to receive a 
sum not exceeding fifteen dollars therefor.]* 

[Sections 36, 37 and 38 are unchanged, and stand as sections 30, 81 
and 33 of amended article IV.] 
2. Sec. 39. The legislature shall pass no law to prevent any person from 
worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates o£ his own con- 
science; or to compel any person to attend, erect or support any place 
of religious worship, or to pay tithes, taxes or other rates for the sup- 
port of any minister of the gospel or teacher of religion. 

Skc. 40. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury 
lor the benefit of any religions sect or society, theological or religious 
seminary ; nor Ehall property belonging lo the state be appropriate toe 
any such purposes. 
5. Sec. 41. The legislature shall not diminish or enlarge the civil or 
' polilical rights, privileges and capacities of any person on account of 
his opinions or belief concerning matters of religion, 

4. Sec, 43. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of 
speech or of the press ; but every person may freely spoak, write and 
publish his sentiments on all sahjects, being responsible for the abuse of 
such right. 

5. Sec. 43. The legislature shaD bass no bill of attainder, en post foot* 
law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, 

( Sec. 44, The privilege of the writ of liabem iwpws remains, and shall 

' not be suspended by the legislature except In case of rebellion or inva- 

slon the pnblic safety require It. 

Sec. 45. [Unchanged— stands as sec. 35 of amended article IV.] 

7, Sec. 4G. The legislature may authorize a trial by Jury of a less aum- 

ber than twelve men. 



1 imcnded article IV, page 18 
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Sec. 47. Tbe iegiaJature sball not pass any act aathorizing the graat 
of license for tbe sale of ardent spiriia or other in tosicaling liquors. 

Sec. 48. The atylii of tbe liiwH shall be* " The people of tiic Slate of 
MicLignn ennct,"* 

ARTICLE V, 



fTho cliau^es ptoposed lo this article ore so immaterial, anil ore so 
fully set forth by italics and brackets in amtncitd article V, (see page 
13) that the repetition of any portion of the article here is deemed 
nnnecessary.} 

ARTICLE VI. 



Sectios 1. Tbe judicial power ia vested in one supreme court, iQArLCse 
circuit courts, in probate courts, and in justices of the peace. [Munici- 
pal courts of clvii and crimiiwl Jurisdiction may be estabJished by the 
legislature iu cilies,] f 

Bec. 2. For the term of six years, ftud thereafter, until the legislature Art 8, se 
otherwise provide, tiie judges of the several circuit courts shall be 
judges of the supreme court, fonr of whom shall constitute a quorum. 
A concurrence of three shall be necessary to a final decision. After b'ik 
years, the legialaliire may provide by law for the organization of a 
supreme court, with the Jurisdiction and powers prescribed in this con- 
stitution, to consist of one chief Justice and three associate Justices, to 
be chosen by the electors of the state. Such supreme court, when so 
organized, ^all not bo changed or discontinued by the legislature for 
eight years thereafter. The judges thereof shall be so classified that 
hut Olio of them shall go out of office at the same time. Their term of 
ofEce shall be eight years. 

Bec. 3. The sup'reinc court shall bavcageueral superintending control art,*, aei 
over all inferior courts, and shall have power to issue writs of error, 
habem corpus, man^mas quo warranto procedendo, anA other original 
and remedial writs and to hear and determine the same. In all other 
cases it shall have appellate jiirj<idiction only. 

Sec. 4. [Unchanged— same is corresponding section oE amended 
Brficie VI.1 

Sec. 5. The supreme court shill ^y general rules, establish, modify ^^^^^ ^ 
and amend the piactice in such court and in the circuit courts, and ' 
simplify the same [The leglslat ire shall as far as practicable, abolish 
distinctions between law and equity procediugs. The office of master 
in chancery ia prohibited ] X 

Sec. 6. The state shall be divided mto eight judicial circuits ; ia each^,. . ^^ 
of which the electors thereof "Jhall elect one circuit judge, who shall 
hold his office for the tei m of si^ yean and until his successor is elected 
and quaiified. 

Sec. 7. The legislature may alter the limits of circuits, oriacreaBethe^j_. ^^^ 
number of the same. No alteration or increase shall have the elFcct to 
remove the judge from office. In every additional circuit establi^ed, 

°TLe two ]a?tFecUnna mo Diiclisiiged. unci ctimd 33 Fectluse g6aD<I Z^ oraiQeiidtd 
ftrOclo IV. Foi- proposed iiddillon to tie section relalins lo the tale of liquors, etc 
Acpariite SDbmz^^fcjDcliiusu. piigodl. 

t Omitted from tha amended ariiclc. 

tOmltttd from Ihs amended srtlclo. 
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the judge Shalt lie elected bv the electors of sucii eiicuit, and his term 
of office shall continue as provided in tiiia constitution for judges of the 
circuit court. 
S. Sec. 8. The circuit courts shall have original jurisdiction in al! mat- 
ters, civil and critsinal, not excepted iu this constitution, and not pro- 
hibited by law ; and stellate jurisdiction from ail inferior courts and 
tribunals, and a snpervisoi; control of tbe same. They shall also bare 
power to issue writs of habeoi corpus, mandamiis, injunction, gw war- 
ranto, ciTtiorari, and olher writs necessary to carry into effect their 
orders, judgments, and decrees, and give them a eeneral control over 
inferior courts and tribunals within their respective jurisdictions. 

Sec. 9. Each of Che judges of the circuit courts shall receive a salary. 
pwable quarterly. They shfill he ineligible to any other than a judicial 
office during the term for which Ihey are elected, and for one year 
thereafter. All votes for any person elected such jijdge, for any office 
other than judicial, given either by tbe legislature or the people, shall 
be void. 
5. Sec. 10. The supreme court may appoint a reporter of its decisions. 
[Tbe decisions of the supreme court shall be in writing, and signed by 
tbe judges concurring therein. Any judge dissenting therefrom shall 
give tbe reasons of such dissent in writing, under his signature. All 
such opinions shall be filed ja the office of the clerk of the supreme 
court.] * The judges of tbe circuit court, within their respective juris- 
dictions, may fill vacancies iu tbe office of counly clerk and of pros- 
ecuting attorney ; [but no judge of the supreme court or circuit court 
shall exercise any other power of appointment to public office.] * 
3. Sec. 11. A circuit court shall be held at least twice in each j^ear in 
every county organized for judicial purposes, and four times m each 
year in counties containing ten thousand inhabitants. Judges of the 
circuit court may hold courts for each other, and sliall do so when 
required by law. 

Sec. 12. Tbe clerk of each counly organized for judicial purposes 
shall be the clerk of tlie circuit court of such county, and of the 
supreme court when held within the same. 

Sec. 13. In each of tbe counties organized for jtfdiciat purposes, 
there shall be a court of probate. The judge of such court sball be 
elected by the eloctors of the county in which he resides, and shall hold 
his office for four years, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 
Tbe jurisdiction, powers and duties of such court shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Sec, 14. "When a vacancy occurs in the office of judge of thesupreme, 
circuit or probite com't, it shall be filled by appointmentof theffovemor, 
which shall continue until a successor is elected and qualifledl When 
elected, such successor eliall hold bis office the residue of the unexpired 

Sec. 15. The supreme court, the circuit and probate courts of each 
county, shall be courts of record, and shall escb nave a common seal. 
S. Sec, 1G. The legislature may provide by law for the electioa of one 
'or more persons in each organized county, who may be vested with 
judicial powers, not exceeding those of a judge of a circuit court at 
chambers. 

Sec, 17, There shall be not exceeding four justices of the peace in 
each organized township. These shall be elected by tbe electors of the 
township, and shall hold their offices for four years, and until their suc- 
cessors are elected, and qualified. At the first election iu any township, 
they shall be clarified as shall be prescribed by law, A justice elected 

« The cla'jses iii bcscSets ere omitlei (mm Ihe amendei article. 
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to fill a vacancy ehall hold his office for the residue of tlie unexpired 

■" [Ttie legislature may increase the number of josticeg in cities.] * 

clions 18 and 10 Stand as sectioas 17 antl 18 of amended arUcle 
nd are unchanged.] 

;. 20. The first election of judges of the circuit court shall he held 
on the first Monday in April, one tbotisand eight hundred and fifty. one, 
and e?ery sixth year thereafter. Whenever an addilional circuit is 
created, provision shall be mnde to hold the subsequent election of such 
additional judges at the regular elections hereiu provided. f 

Sec. 21. Tlie first election of judges of the probate courts shall be 
held on the Tuesday succeeding the flrat Monday of November, one 
thousand eighthuudred and fifiy-two, and every fourth year theri'after.* 

Sec. 22. j^Slight change in phraseology. Stands as sec. 10 of amended 
article.] 

Sec. 23. The legislature may establish courts of conciliation, with 
such powers and duties as shall be prescribed by law.f 

Sec. 34. Any suitor in any court in this Stale shall have the right to i,t.s we-S. 
prosecute or defend his suit, either in Lis own proper person, or by an ' 
attorney or agent of bis choice. 

Sec. 23. la all prosecutions for libels, the truth may be given in evi- Ari.s,s«.4. 
dence to the jury ; and if it shall appear to tbe jury that the matter 
charged as libelous is true, and waa published with good moiives and 
for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted. The jury shall have 
the right to determine the law and the fact. 

Sec. 26. The persons, houses, papers and possessions of every person ^ft, a tee. 
Shalt be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures. No warrant to lu. ' 
search any place, or to seize any person or things, shall issue without 
describing them, nor without probable causa supported by oatii or 
affirmation. 

Sec. 37. The right of trial by jury shall remain, but shall be deemed Art. a, sec. T. 
to be waived in all civil cases, unless demanded by one of the parlies in 
suci) roaDner as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 28, la every criminal prraecution the accused shall have the Art. 2. kc. 8, 
right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury, which may con- 
sist ot It'BS than twelve men in all courts not of record ; to he informed 
of the nature of the accusation ; to be coufivmted with wiinesiea against 
him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 
and have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

[Sections 29, 30 and SI stand as sections 11, 13, and 13 of amended 
article 11, and are unchanged.] 

8ec. 33. No person shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a Art. 2, sec. 
witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property, 14. ' 
without due process of law. 

Sec. 33. So person siiall be imprisoned for debt arising out of or ah 2 b« 
founded on a contract, expressed or implied, except in case of fraud or is. ' ' 
breach of trust, or of moneys collected bv public ofScers, or in any pro- 
fessional employment. No person shall be imprisoned for a militia fine 
in time of peace. 

Sec, 34. No person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness on '"'■■ *. »«■ 
account of bis opinions in matters of religious belief. ^' 

Sec. 35. The style of all process shall be ; " In Hie name of the Art. B, >«. 
people of the State of Michigan." [Unchanged,] 19- 

* Clause in biackels omitted from the revision. See note to eec. 16, amendea arttolo 
VL 
t These eeclions nre all omitted from tlie amended article asirreleyaot gofl iiane«e»- 
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PEESEIIT CONSTinrTION. 
ARTICLE VII. 

ELECTIONS. 

Bertion' 1. In all elections, every male citizen, every male inbabilant 
residing in Ihe ftaie on the twenty-fourth day of June, one tuousand 
e-glit hundred and thirly-Gve; every male inliaMtant residing in the 
stale on lhn lirst day iif January, one Ihouaand eight liundred and fifty, 
who has declared his intention to hecome a citizen of the United States, 
pursuant to the laws tliereof , six months preceding an election, or who 
has resided in tliis state two years and six months, and declared bis 
intenti<m as aforesaid, and every civilized male inhahitant of Indian 
descent, a native of the United Slates and not a member of any iritie, 
shall !)B an elector and entitled to vote; but no citizen or inhahitant 
shall he an elector, or entitled to vote at any election unless he shall be 
above the age of twenty-one years, and has resided in this state three 
months, and in the township or ward in which he offers to vote, ten 
, days nest preceding such election; ProtideH, That in time of war, 
insurrection or rebellion, no qualified elector in the actual military serv- 
ice of the United States, or of this state, in the army or navy (hereof, 
Bhall be deprived of his vote by reason of his absence from the town- 
ship, ward or stale in which he resides; and the legislature shall have 
the power, and shall provide the manner in which, and the time and 
place at which, such absent electors may vote, and for the canvass and 
return of their voles lo the township or ward election district in which 
they respectively reside, or otherwise. 

[Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 stand as seciions 3, 4 and 5 of the amended 
article (sections 3 and 4 being combined in section 4 ot amended article) 
and are unchanj^ed except as shown in the usual manner. Sections 6 
and 7 stand as the corresponding sections of the amended arlicle, and 
are unchanged. Section 8 is unchanged except in phraseology.] 

ARTICLE VIII. 



SecttoitI. There shall be elected at each general biennial election, a 
secretary of state, a supeiiu ten dent of public instiuc;ii>n, a stale treas- 
r of the land office, an audilor general, and n- 



sttorney general, for the term of two years. Tiiey shall Iseep their 
office at the seat of government, and shall perform such dulies as may 
be prtscribed by law. 

t-KC. 3. Their lenn of office shall commence on the first day of Jan- 
uary, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, and of every second 
year thcruafler. 

[The remaining three sections of Ihia article stand as sections 4, 5, 
and a, of amended article VIII, and are unchanged.] 

ARTICLE IX. 



,. Section 1. The governor shall receive an annual salary of one 
' Uio^isan^ dollars; (he judges ot the circuit court shall each receive an 
annual salary of one tiionsand five hundred dollars; the state treasurer 
shall receive an annual salary of one thousand dollars ; the auditor gen- 
eral shall receive an annual salary of one thousand dollars ; the superin- 
tendent of public insttnction shall receive an annual salary of one 
thousand dollars ; the secretary of slate shall receive an annual salary 
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PEESEITT CONSTITUTION. 

of eight hundred dollars; lie eommisaioner of the land office shall 
receive an annual salary of eight hundred dollars ; the atloraey general 
shall receive an annual salary of eight hundred doliara. Tney shall 
receJTe no f ees or perquisites whaiever, for the performance of any duties 
connected with their office. It shall not be competent for the legislaiare 
to iocresae the salaries herein provided. 

ARTICLE X. 



Skctton 1. Each organized county shall be a hody corporate, with J^,t i 
such powers and immunities as shaU be established by law. All suits 2. 
and proceedings by or against a county shall he in Ihe name thereof. 

[btcliona S, a, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 stand as sections 4, 5 6, 7, 8 and S of 
amended article X, (sections 6 and 7 being combined in section 8 of 
amended article) and are unchanged except aa shown in the usual 

Sec. y. The board of supervisors of any county may borrow or raise ^ft ] 
by lax one Ihousand dollars, for constructing or repairing public build- 8. 
ings, highways or bridges ; but no greater sum shall be borrowed or 
raised by las for such purpose in any one year, unless authorized by a 
majoriiy of the electors of such county voting thereon, 

bEC. 10,. The board of supervisors, or in ihe county of Wayne the^^ji 
board of county auditors, shall have the exclusive power to prescribe 10. 
and tix tlie compensation for all services rendered for, and to adjust all 
claims against iheir respective counties ; and the sum so flaed or defined 
shall be subject to no appeal. 

Bcc. U. I^Cnchanged — stands as corresponding section of amended 
article. J 

ARTICLE XI. 

TOWNSHIPS. 

va in sections IS and 13 of 



ARTICLE XII. 

IMPEACHMENTS AKD REMOVALS FROM OrFICU. 

[The sections of this article, to and including section four, stand aa 
the corresponding siictiODS ol the amended article, becliun five elands 
assectiim nine, and sections six, seven and eight as seciions five, six 
and seven of tbe amended article. The changes are so fully set forth 
by italics and brackets, that a repetition of any portion of the article is 
deemed unnecessary. Section seven (section siz of amended article) is 
changed in phraseology.] 

ARTICLE XIII. 

EDirCATIOlf. 

Section- 1. The superintendent of public inslraction shall have the^, 
general Biipervision of public instruction, and his duties shall be pre-i. 
acnbtd by law. 

Sec. 3. [Unchanged— stands as sec. 8 of amended article.] 



;at>yGoogle 



PRESENT COlTSTITtmOlf. 



Art 13, i 

Omtttoii- 



Sec. 3. Al! lands, the titles of which shall fail from a defect of heirs, 
shall escheat to the state; and the interest on the clear proceeds from 
the sales (hereof shall be appropriated eaclusiyely to the support of 
primary schools. 

!. Sec. i. The legislature shall, within five years from the adoption of 
this constitution, provide for and establish a system of primary schools, 
wbereby a school shall be kept without charge for tuition , at least three 
months in each year, in every school district in the slate; and all 
instruction in said schools shall be conducted in the Englisb language. 

;, Sec, 5, A school shall be maintained in each school district, at least 
three months in each year. Any school district neglecliug to maintain 
such school shall be deprived for the ensuing year of its proportion of 
the income of the primary school fund, and of al! fands arising from 
taxes for the support of schools. 

Sec. 6, There shall be elected in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-three, at the time of the election of a justice of the supreme court, 
eight regents of the university, two of whom shall hold tbeir office for 
two years, two for four years, two for six years, and two for eight years. 
They shall enter upon the duties of their office on tie first of January 
next succeeding their election. At every regular election of a jusiiie of 
the supreme court thereafter, there ehal! be elected two regent?, whose 
term of office shall be eight years. When a vacancy shall occur in the 
office of regent, it shall be filled by appointment of the GBvemor. The 
regents tlius elected sball consiitute the board of regents of the univer- 
sity of Micbigan. 

8eo. 7. The regenls of the university and their suceeasors in ofBce 
sbaU continue to constitute the body corporate known by the name and 
title of " The Regents of the University of Michigan." 

0. Sec. 8. The regenls of the university shall, at their first annual meet- 
ing, or as soon thereafter as may be, elect a president of the univerj^ity, 
who shall be ex-oSicio a member of their board, with the privilege of 
speakiag but not of voting. Ue shall preside at the meetings of the 
regents, and be the principal executive officer of the university. The 
board of regents shall have the general supervision of the university, 
and the direction and control of al! expenditures from tbe university 
interest fund, 

■„ Sec, 9. There shall be elected at (he general election in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, three members of a stale board 
of education ; one for two years, one for four years, and one for sis 
years ; and at each succeeding biennial election tbere sball be elecled 
one member of such board, wbo shall bold his office tor six years. The 
superintendent of public instruction shall he ex-o^do a member and sec- 
retary of such board. The board shall have the general supervision of 
the state normal school, and Iheir duties shall be prescribed by law. 

!, Sec, 10- Instiliilions for the benefit ol' tbose inhabitants who are deaf, 
dumb, blind ed. 
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PRESENT CONSTITtJTION. 



ARTICLE XIV. 

ABU TAXATION. 

Section 1. All specific slate taxes, escepi those received from theArt.i4,«e 
miDing compaaies of tlie upper peninsula, shall tie applied in paying !- 
Ibe interest upon the primary school, university, and oUier edocational 
funds, and the intej'Cst and principal of the stale debt, in the order 
terein reciied, until the extinguishment of the state debt, other than the 
amountsdue to cducaltonal funds, when such specific taxes shall be added 
to, and eoDstilute a part of the primary school interest fund, Ihe leg- Art. li. m 
iBla.ture shall provide for an annual tax, sufficient, with other resource)*, s. 
to pay the estimated expenses of the stale government, the interest of 
the state debt, and such deficiency as may occur in the resources. 

8ec. 2. The legislatnre shall provide by law a sinfeing fund of at least ^rt. u. ee 
twenty thousand dollars a year, to commence in eighteen hundred and*, 
flfly-two, with compound interest at the rate of six per cent per animm, 
and nn annual increase of at least five per cent, to be applied solely to 
the payment and exlinguishment of the principal of the siBte debt, 
other than the amounts due to educational funds, and sliall be contin- 
ued until Ihe extinguishment thereof. The unfunded debt shall not be ^^j ^ ,5, 
funded or redeemed at a value exceeding that established by law in one 0. ' ' 
thousand eiglit hundred and forty-eight, 

[Sections 3 and 4 stand as sections and 7 of amended article XIV, 
and are unnhanged escepi by the addition of the words in italics in the 
last named section.] 

Bec. 5. No money shall he paid out of Ihe Ircasury except in pursu- ^,1 11 ^ 
ance of appriipriations made by law. s. 

Sec 6. The credit of Ihe state shall not be granled to or in aid of any ^j^ j^ ^ 
person, association or corporation. 9, 

Sec. 7. [Cnclianged — stands as section 10 of amended article.] 

Sec. 8. The slate shall not subscribe to or be interested In the stock Art. 14, ae 
of any company, association or corporation. s. 

Sec. 9. The state shall not be a party lo or interested in any work of^rt. H w 
internel improvement, oor eneaged in carijing on any such work, 11. 
except in the expenditure of granla to the slate of land or other 
property. 

She. 10. The state may continue to collect all specific taxes accruing j^j,^j.jj, 
to the treasury under existing laws. The legislature may provide forj. 
Ihc collection of specific taxes from banking, railroad, plank road and 
other corpora lions hereafter created. 

Sec. 11. The legislatnre shall provide an uniform rule of taxation, ^^^ ^^ ^ 
except on property paying specific taxes ; and taxes shall be levied on 12. ' ' 
sncli properly as shall he prescribed by law. 

[Sections 13, 13 and li stand as sections IS, 14 and 15 of the amended 
article, and are unchanged,] 



ARTICLE XV. 



Section 1. Corporations may be formed under general laws, but shall ^,[ ^ ,„ 
not he created by special act, except for municipal purposes. Alllawsi. ' ' 
passed pursuant to this section may be amended, altered or repealed. 
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